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This book argues that the dramatic post-1970 rise in international capital mobility has
not systematically contributed to the retrenchment of developed welfare states as many
claim. Nor has globalization directly reduced the revenue-raising capacities of
governments and undercut the political institutions that support the welfare state.
Rather, institutional features of the polity and the welfare state determine the extent to
which the economic and political pressures associated with globalization produce
Welfare state retrenchment.
Democracy, Capitalism, and the Welfare State investigates political thought under the
conditions of the postwar welfare state, focusing on the Federal Republic of Germany
(1949-1989). The volume argues that the welfare state informed and altered basic
questions of democracy and its relationship to capitalism. These questions were
especially important for West Germany, given its recent experience with the collapse of
capitalism, the disintegration of democracy, and National Socialist dictatorship after
1930. Three central issues emerged. First, the development of a nearly all-embracing
set of social services and payments recast the problem of how social groups and
interests related to the state, as state agencies and affected groups generated their
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own clientele, their own advocacy groups, and their own expert information. Second,
the welfare state blurred the line between state and society that is constitutive of basic
rights and the classic world of liberal freedom; rights became claims on the state, and
social groups became integral parts of state administration. Third, the welfare state
potentially reshaped the individual citizen, who became wrapped up with mandatory
social insurance systems, provisioning of money and services related to social needs,
and the regulation of everyday life. Peter C. Caldwell describes how West German
experts sought to make sense of this vast array of state programs, expenditures, and
bureaucracies aimed at solving social problems. Coming from backgrounds in politics,
economics, law, social policy, sociology, and philosophy, they sought to conceptualize
their state, which was now social (one German word for the welfare state is indeed
Sozialstaat), and their society, which was permeated by state policies.
Why are some places in the world characterized by better social service provision and
welfare outcomes than others? In a world in which millions of people, particularly in
developing countries, continue to lead lives plagued by illiteracy and ill-health,
understanding the conditions that promote social welfare is of critical importance to
political scientists and policy makers alike. Drawing on a multi-method study, from the
late-nineteenth century to the present, of the stark variations in educational and health
outcomes within a large, federal, multiethnic developing country - India - this book
develops an argument for the power of collective identity as an impetus for state
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prioritization of social welfare. Such an argument not only marks an important break
from the dominant negative perceptions of identity politics but also presents a novel
theoretical framework to understand welfare provision.
The book asks whether political and economic interdependence in the 1980s and
1990s force polities to adopt similar institutional reforms.
Developing countries may not have full-fledged welfare states like those we find in
Europe, but certainly they have welfare state systems. For comparative social policy
research the term "welfare state systems" has many advantages, as there are
numerous different types/models of welfare state systems around the world. This pathbreaking book, edited by Christian Aspalter, brings together leading experts to discuss
social policy in 25 countries/regions around the world. From the most advanced welfare
state systems in Scandinavia and Western Central Europe to the developing powers of
Brazil, China, India, Russia, Mexico and Indonesia, each country-specific chapter
provides a historical overview, discusses major characteristics of the welfare state
system, analyzes country-specific problems, as well as critical current and future trends
for further discussions, while also providing one additional major focal point/issue for
greater in-depth analysis. This book breaks new ground in ideal-typical welfare regime
theory, identifying now in total 10 worlds of welfare capitalism. It provides broad
perspectives on critical challenges which welfare state systems in the developing and
developed world alike must address now and in the future. It will be of great interest to
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all scholars and students of social policy, social development, development and health
economists, public policy, health policy, sociology, social work and social policy makers
and administrators. This book is a reference book for researchers and social policy
administrators; it can also serve as a textbook for courses on comparative social policy,
international social policy and international social development.
Society's wealthiest members claim an ever-expanding share of income and
property--a true counterrevolution, says Pierre Rosanvallon, the end of the age of
growing equality launched by the American and French revolutions. Just as significant,
driving this contemporary inequality has been a loss of faith in the ideal of equality itself.
Few discussions in modern social science have occupied as much attention as the
changing nature of welfare states in western societies. Gosta Esping-Andersen, one of
the most distinguished contributors to current debates on this issue, here provides a
new analysis of the character and role of welfare states in the functioning of
contemporary advanced western societies. Esping-Andersen distinguishes several
major types of welfare state, connecting these with variations in the historical
development of different western countries. Current economic processes, the author
argues, such as those moving towards a post-industrial order, are not shaped by
autonomous market forces but by the nature of states and state differences. Fully
informed by comparative materials, this book will have great appeal to everyone
working on issues of economic development and post-industrialism. Its audience will
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include students and academics in sociology, economics and politics.
This book combines two strands of international political economy; examining how
capitalism and democracy shape and are shaped by each other. Although until now
considered separately, this path-breaking book proposes an innovative view of a
political-economic system that inextricably links the model of capitalism to the type of
democracy, where continuation is mutually reinforced. Advanced countries have
achieved post-war affluence by adopting one of two contrasting models of capitalism;
liberal market economies or coordinated market economies, and two opposing types of
democracies: consensus or majoritarian democracies. Expert contributors in the field
consider the question of whether and how globalization is transforming the post-war
political–economic systems of advanced countries such as Britain, France, Germany,
Italy and Japan, as well as the question of how it is shaping democracy and capitalism
combinations in former socialist countries in Eastern Europe and the new "capitalist"
China. The book examines various topics, including party system change, a political
dilemma of the established party, and corporate governance reforms, to posit an
original an innovative theory of international political economy. Variety of Capitalism,
Types of Democracy and Globalization will be of interest to students and scholars of
comparative politics, political economy and globalization.
An argument for justifying the welfare state politically rather than economically, based
on an ideal of democratic equality.
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Offering a fascinating biography of a foundational theory, Amadae reveals not only how
the ideological battles of the Cold War shaped ideas but also how those ideas may
today be undermining the very notion of individual liberty they were created to defend.
This book, first published in 2005, builds on institutionalist theory in both economics and
political science to offer a general political economy framework for the study of welfare
capitalism. Based on the key idea that social protection in a modern economy, both
inside and outside the state, can be understood as protection of specific investments in
human capital, the book offers a systematic explanation of popular preferences for
redistributive spending, the economic role of political parties and electoral systems, and
labor market stratification (including gender inequality). Contrary to the popular idea
that competition in the global economy undermines international differences in the level
of social protection, the book argues that these differences are made possible by a high
international division of labor. Such a division is what allows firms to specialize in
production that requires an abundant supply of workers with specific skills, and hence
high demand for protection.
This book explains how postwar Japan managed to achieve a highly egalitarian form of
capitalism despite meager social spending. Estevez-Abe develops an institutional,
rational-choice model to solve this puzzle. She shows how Japan's electoral system
generated incentives that led political actors to protect, if only for their own selfinterested reasons, various groups that lost out in market competition. She explains
Page 6/21

Bookmark File PDF Capitalism Democracy And Welfare Cambridge Studies
In Comparative Politics
how Japan's postwar welfare state relied upon various alternatives to orthodox social
spending programs. The initial postwar success of Japan's political economy has given
way to periods of crisis and reform. This book follows this story up to the present day.
Estevez-Abe shows how the current electoral system renders obsolete the old form of
social protection. She argues that institutionally Japan now resembles Britain and
predicts that Japan's welfare system will also come to resemble Britain's. Japan thus
faces a more market-oriented society and less equality.
A groundbreaking historical analysis of how global capitalism and advanced
democracies mutually support each other It is a widespread view that democracy and
the advanced nation-state are in crisis, weakened by globalization and undermined by
global capitalism. Torben Iversen and David Soskice argue that this view is wrong. In
fact, advanced democracies are resilient and their enduring relationship with capitalism
has been mutually beneficial. Iversen and Soskice show how democratic states
continuously reinvent their economies through public investment in research and
education, by imposing competitive product markets and cooperation in the workplace,
and by securing macroeconomic discipline as the preconditions for innovation and the
promotion of advanced sectors of the economy. Challenging the prevailing wisdom on
globalization, Democracy and Prosperity reveals how advanced capitalism is neither
footloose nor unconstrained—and how it thrives under democracy precisely because it
cannot subvert it.
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This is the first book to compare the distinctive welfare states of Latin America, East
Asia, and Eastern Europe. Stephan Haggard and Robert Kaufman trace the historical
origins of social policy in these regions to crucial political changes in the mid-twentieth
century, and show how the legacies of these early choices are influencing welfare
reform following democratization and globalization. After World War II, communist
regimes in Eastern Europe adopted wide-ranging socialist entitlements while
conservative dictatorships in East Asia sharply limited social security but invested in
education. In Latin America, where welfare systems were instituted earlier, unequal
social-security systems favored formal sector workers and the middle class. Haggard
and Kaufman compare the different welfare paths of the countries in these regions
following democratization and the move toward more open economies. Although these
transformations generated pressure to reform existing welfare systems, economic
performance and welfare legacies exerted a more profound influence. The authors
show how exclusionary welfare systems and economic crisis in Latin America created
incentives to adopt liberal social-policy reforms, while social entitlements from the
communist era limited the scope of liberal reforms in the new democracies of Eastern
Europe. In East Asia, high growth and permissive fiscal conditions provided
opportunities to broaden social entitlements in the new democracies. This book
highlights the importance of placing the contemporary effects of democratization and
globalization into a broader historical context.
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This book introduces the reader to the concepts and tools for studying relations
between states and markets.
The quest for freedom has triggered a worldwide movement toward political democracy
and economic rationality. This major study analyzes recent events in Eastern Europe
and Latin America, focusing on transitions to democracy and market-oriented economic
reform.

This book traces how individuals fare over time in each of the three principal
types of welfare state.
This theoretically innovative book shows how democratic social movements can
use the welfare state to challenge domination in society.
Time-series analysis - Pooled time-series and cross-sectional analysis - Event
history analysis - Boolean analysis.
What are the most fundamental differences among the political economies of the
developed world? How do national institutional differences condition economic
performance, public policy, and social well-being? Will they survive the pressures
for convergence generated by globalization and technological change? These
have long been central questions in comparative political economy. This book
provides a new and coherent set of answers to them. Building on the new
economics of organization, the authors develop an important new theory about
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which differences among national political economies are most significant for
economic policy and performance. Drawing on a distinction between 'liberal' and
'coordinated' market economies, they argue that there is more than one path to
economic success. Nations need not converge to a single Anglo-American
model. They develop a new theory of 'comparative institutionaladvantage' that
transforms our understanding of international trade, offersnew explanations for
the response of firms and nations to the challenges of globalization, and provides
a new theory of national interest to explain the conduct of nations in international
relations. The analysis brings the firm back into the centre of comparative political
economy. It provides new perspectives on economic and social policy-making
that illuminate the role of business in the development of the welfare state and
the dilemmas facing those who make economic policy in the contemporary world.
Emphasizing the 'institutional complementarities' that link labour relations,
corporate finance, and national legal systems, the authors bring interdisciplinary
perspectives to bear on issues of strategic management, economic performance,
and institutional change. This pathbreaking work sets new agendas in the study
of comparative political economy. As such, it will be of value to academics and
graduate students in economics, business, and political science, as well as
tomany others with interests in international relations, social policy-making, and
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the law.
This book serves as a sequel to two distinguished volumes on capitalism:
Continuity and Change in Contemporary Capitalism (Cambridge, 1999) and
Order and Conflict in Contemporary Capitalism (1985). Both volumes took stock
of major economic challenges advanced industrial democracies faced, as well as
the ways political and economic elites dealt with them. However, during the last
decades, the structural environment of advanced capitalist democracies has
undergone profound changes: sweeping deindustrialization, tertiarization of the
employment structure, and demographic developments. This book provides a
synthetic view, allowing the reader to grasp the nature of these structural
transformations and their consequences in terms of the politics of change, policy
outputs, and outcomes. In contrast to functionalist and structuralist approaches,
the book advocates and contributes to a 'return of electoral and coalitional
politics' to political economy research.
The welfare states of the affluent democracies now stand at the centre of political
discussion and social conflict. In this text, an international team of leading
analysts reject simplistic claims about the impact of economic globalization.
Welfare state models have for decades been the gold standard of welfare state
research. Beyond Welfare State Models escapes the straightjacket of
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conventional welfare state models and challenges the existing literature in two
ways. Firstly the contributors argue that the standard typologies have omitted
important aspects of welfare state development. Secondly, the work develops
and underlines the importance of a more fluid transnational conceptualisation. As
this book shows, welfare states are not created in national isolation but are
heavily influenced by transnational economic, political and cultural
interdependencies. The authors illustrate these important points of criticism with
their studies on the transnational history of social policy, religion and the welfare
state, Nordic cooperation within the fields of social policy and marriage law, and
the transnational contexts of national family policies. This fascinating work
contributes to the understanding of the current changes of welfare states by
discussing the relationship between globalized capitalism and social political
regulations and by arguing that transnational transformations importantly take
place within and between nation states.
Few discussions in modern social science have occupied as much attention as
the changing nature of welfare states in Western societies. The author here
provides a new analysis of the character and role of welfare states in the
functioning of contemporary advanced Western societies. The author
distinguishes three major types of welfare state, connecting these with variations
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in the historical development of different Western countries. He argues that
current economic processes, such as those moving toward a postindustrial order,
are shaped not by autonomous market forces but by the nature of states and
state differences.
After World War II, states on both sides of the Atlantic enacted comprehensive
social benefits to protect working people and constrain capitalism. A widely
shared consensus specifically linked social welfare to democratic citizenship,
upholding greater equality as the glue that held nations together. Though the
"two Wests," Europe and the United States, differ in crucial respects, they share
a common history of social rights, democratic participation, and welfare
capitalism. But in a new age of global inequality, welfare-state retrenchment, and
economic austerity, can capitalism and democracy still coexist? In this book,
leading historians and social scientists rethink the history of social democracy
and the welfare state in the United States and Europe in light of the global
transformations of the economic order. Separately and together, they ask how
changes in the distribution of wealth reshape the meaning of citizenship in a postwelfare-state era. They explore how the harsh effects of austerity and inequality
influence democratic participation. In individual essays as well as interviews with
Ira Katznelson and Frances Fox Piven, contributors from both sides of the
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Atlantic explore the fortunes of the welfare state. They discuss distinct national
and international settings, speaking to both local particularities and transnational
and transatlantic exchanges. Covering a range of topics—the lives of migrant
workers, gender and the family in the design of welfare policies, the fate of the
European Union, and the prospects of social movements—Democracy and the
Welfare State is essential reading on what remains of twentieth-century social
democracy amid the onslaught of neoliberalism and right-wing populism and
where this legacy may yet lead us.
Not to repeat past mistakes: the sudden resurgence of a sympathetic interest in
social democracy is a response to the urgent need to draw lessons from the
history of the socialist movement. After several decades of analyses worthy of an
ostrich, some rudimentary facts are being finally admitted. Social democracy has
been the prevalent manner of organization of workers under democratic
capitalism. Reformist parties have enjoyed the support of workers.
This book helps explain one of the most intriguing and politically salient puzzles
in comparative political economy: why some countries have much higher
unemployment rates than others. Contrary to new classical economics the focus
is on explaining distribution and equilibrium unemployment, and contrary to neocorporatist theory the role of monetary policy and rational expectation is integral
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to the analysis. The book makes two central arguments. The first is that monetary
policies affect equilibrium employment whenever wages are set above the firm
level. The second argument focuses on the distributive effects of different
institutions, and models institutional design as a strategic game between partisan
governments and cross-class alliances of unions and employers.
What has brought about the widespread public provision of welfare and income
security within free-market liberalism? Some social scientists have regarded
welfare as a preindustrial atavism; others, as a functional requirement of
industrial society. Most recently, scholars have stressed the reformist actions of
center-left parties during the decades following World War II, the workings of
"new" post-industrial politics lately, and a multifaceted role of politics and state
institutions overall. Alexander Hicks thoroughly revises these views, stressing the
enduring significance of class organizations, however politically embedded, from
the era of Bismark until the present. Social Democracy and Welfare Capitalism
describes and explains income security programs in affluent and democratic
capitalist nations, from the proto-democratic innovators of the 1880s to the
globally buffeted democracies of the 1990s. Hicks's account stresses the
reformist role of employee political and economic organization and derivative
institutions, in particular, social democratic parties, labor unions, and neoPage 15/21
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corporatist arrangements. These forces, arrayed as the elements of a
transnational and century-long social democratic movement, give direction and
continuity to the emergence, development, and contestation of income security
policies.
Forty-five contributions from renowned international specialists in the field
provide readers with expert analysis of the core issues related to the welfare
state, including regional depictions of welfare states around the globe. The
second edition of the Routledge Handbook of the Welfare State combines essays
on methodologies, core concepts and central policy areas to produce a
comprehensive understanding of what ‘the welfare state’ means around the
world. In the aftermath of the credit crunch, the Handbook addresses some of the
many questions about the welfare state. This second edition has been thoroughly
revised and updated to include an in-depth analysis of societal changes in recent
years. New articles can be found on topics such as: the impact of ideas, wellbeing, migration, globalisation, India, welfare typologies, homelessness and longterm care. This volume will be an invaluable reference book for students and
scholars throughout the social sciences, particularly in sociology, social policy,
public policy, international relations, politics and gender studies.
This book examines one of the key issues in the analysis of the capitalist state:
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its relationship with democracy. To what extent can a capitalist state be
democratised? Where and how do democratic institutions intervene in the
management and control of capitalism? These questions and more are the
subject of this book.
On American democracy
What would constitute a definitively "green" state? In this important new book,
Robyn Eckersley explores what it might take to create a green democratic state
as an alternative to the classical liberal democratic state, the indiscriminate
growth-dependent welfare state, and the neoliberal market-focused
state—seeking, she writes, "to navigate between undisciplined political
imagination and pessimistic resignation to the status quo." In recent years, most
environmental scholars and environmentalists have characterized the sovereign
state as ineffectual and have criticized nations for perpetuating ecological
destruction. Going consciously against the grain of much current thinking, this
book argues that the state is still the preeminent political institution for addressing
environmental problems. States remain the gatekeepers of the global order, and
greening the state is a necessary step, Eckersley argues, toward greening
domestic and international policy and law. The Green State seeks to connect the
moral and practical concerns of the environmental movement with contemporary
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theories about the state, democracy, and justice. Eckersley's proposed "critical
political ecology" expands the boundaries of the moral community to include the
natural environment in which the human community is embedded. This is the first
book to make the vision of a "good" green state explicit, to explore the obstacles
to its achievement, and to suggest practical constitutional and multilateral
arrangements that could help transform the liberal democratic state into a
postliberal green democratic state. Rethinking the state in light of the principles of
ecological democracy ultimately casts it in a new role: that of an ecological
steward and facilitator of transboundary democracy rather than a selfish actor
jealously protecting its territory.
Historian and political thinker Ellen Meiksins Wood argues that theories of “postmodern”
fragmentation, “difference,” and con-tingency can barely accommodate the idea of capitalism,
let alone subject it to critique. In this book she sets out to renew the critical program of
historical materialism by redefining its basic concepts and its theory of history in original and
imaginative ways, using them to identify the specificity of capitalism as a system of social
relations and political power. She goes on to explore the concept of democracy in both the
ancient and modern world, examining its relation to capitalism, and raising questions about
how democracy might go beyond the limits imposed on it.
This book challenges the popular thesis of a downward trend in the viability of welfare states in
competitive market economies. With approaches ranging from historical case studies to crossPage 18/21
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national analyses, the contributors explore various aspects of the relationships between
welfare states, industrial relations, financial government and production systems. Building upon
and combining comparative studies of both the varieties of capitalism and the worlds of welfare
state regimes, the book considers issues such as: *the role of employers and unions in social
policy *the interdependencies between financial markets and pension systems * the current
welfare reform process. It sheds new light on the tenuous relationship between social policies
and market economies and provides thought-provoking reading for students and scholars of
Comparative Politics, Public Policy, the Welfare State and Political Economy.
Offers a comprehensive political economy approach to the study of the welfare state and
inequality.
Political history in the industrial world has indeed ended, argues this pioneering study, but the
winner has been social democracy - an ideology and political movement that has been as
influential as it has been misunderstood. Berman looks at the history of social democracy from
its origins in the late nineteenth century to today and shows how it beat out competitors such
as classical liberalism, orthodox Marxism, and its cousins, Fascism and National Socialism by
solving the central challenge of modern politics - reconciling the competing needs of capitalism
and democracy. Bursting on to the scene in the interwar years, the social democratic model
spread across Europe after the Second World War and formed the basis of the postwar
settlement. This is a study of European social democracy that rewrites the intellectual and
political history of the modern era while putting contemporary debates about globalization in
their proper intellectual and historical context.
The fundamental question of political theory, one that precedes all other questions about the
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nature of political life, is why there is a state at all. Is human cooperation feasible without a
political authority enforcing it? Or do we need a state to live together? This problem then opens
up two further questions. If a state is necessary to establish order, how does it come into
place? And, when it does, what are the consequences for the political status and economic
welfare of its citizens? Combining ethnographical material, historical cases, and statistical
analysis, this book describes the foundations of stateless societies, why and how states
emerge, and the basis of political obligation. As a result of this inquiry, it explains the economic
and political roots of inequality, describes the causes of the stagnation of the preindustrial
world, and explores what led to the West's prosperity of the past two centuries.
The Social Democratic party family is a central part of political life in the West. This book
focuses on this party family as well as a unique political force in the industrialised world. It
provides a critical comparative survey of when, where, how and why Social Democracy
developed within established capitalist democracies. The book explains the electoral fortunes
of Social Democratic parties, the influence of the party system dynamics and co-operation
between parties in government. It examines the ideological tensions within Social Democratic
parties between socialists and reformists and its ramifications for pursuing a ‘better and
kinder’ world. This study also discusses the recent state of affairs and its mission in the 21st
century. The book features a comparative analysis of 21 cases from Australia, Austria,
Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Japan,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the UK and the
United States. It will be of key interest to students and scholars of public policy, comparative
politics, party politics and democracy studies.
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Originally published in 1984, Contradictions of the Welfare State is the first collection of Claus
Offe’s essays to appear in a single volume in English. The political writings in this volume are
primarily concerned with the origins of the present difficulties of welfare capitalist states, and
he indicates why in the present period, these states are no longer capable of fully managing
the socio-political problems and conflicts generated by late capitalist societies. Offe discusses
the viability of New Right, corporatist and democratic socialist proposals for restructuring the
welfare state. He also offers fresh and penetrating insights into a range of other subjects,
including social movements, political parties, law, social policy, and labour markets.
Focuses on important political-economic changes in industrialized countries, namely
unemployment and inequality.
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