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Global Health in Africa is a first exploration of selected histories of global health initiatives in
Africa. The collection addresses some of the most important interventions in disease control,
including mass vaccination, large-scale treatment and/or prophylaxis campaigns, harm
reduction efforts, and nutritional and virological research. The chapters in this collection are
organized in three sections that evaluate linkages between past, present, and emergent. Part I,
“Looking Back,” contains four chapters that analyze colonial-era interventions and reflect upon
their implications for contemporary interventions. Part II, “The Past in the Present,” contains
essays exploring the historical dimensions and unexamined assumptions of contemporary
disease control programs. Part III, “The Past in the Future,” examines two fields of public
health intervention in which efforts to reduce disease transmission and future harm are
premised on an understanding of the past. This much-needed volume brings together
international experts from the disciplines of demography, anthropology, and historical
epidemiology. Covering health initiatives from smallpox vaccinations to malaria control to HIV
campaigns, Global Health in Africa offers a first comprehensive look at some of global health’s
most important challenges.
The outbreak of Ebola virus disease that gripped Liberia, Guinea and Sierra Leone through
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much of 2014 and 2015 was undoubtedly a health emergency, yet it was also a global political
event. This book examines the international politics of the Ebola outbreak in all of its
dimensions, critically assessing the global response, examining what the outbreak can tell us
about contemporary global health governance, and examining the inequalities and injustices
that were laid bare. In doing so, the book shows how some of the concepts, debates and
findings from the growing field of global health research in International Relations can help
both in furthering understanding of the Ebola crisis and also in improving policy responses to
future infectious disease outbreaks. This book was originally published as a special edition of
Third World Quarterly.
Over the past decades, infectious disease epidemics have come to increasingly pose major
global health challenges to humanity. The Anthropology of Epidemics approaches epidemics
as total social phenomena: processes and events which encompass and exercise a
transformational impact on social life whilst at the same time functioning as catalysts of shifts
and ruptures as regards human/non-human relations. Bearing a particular mark on subject
areas and questions which have recently come to shape developments in anthropological
thinking, the volume brings epidemics to the forefront of anthropological debate, as an
exemplary arena for social scientific study and analysis.
Examines the increasing significance of the volunteer and volunteerism in African societies,
and their societal impact within precarious economies in a period of massive unemployment
and faltering trajectories of social mobility.
A wide-ranging study that illuminates the connection between epidemic diseases and societal
change, from the Black Death to Ebola This sweeping exploration of the impact of epidemic
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diseases looks at how mass infectious outbreaks have shaped society, from the Black Death to
today. In a clear and accessible style, Frank M. Snowden reveals the ways that diseases have
not only influenced medical science and public health, but also transformed the arts, religion,
intellectual history, and warfare. A multidisciplinary and comparative investigation of the
medical and social history of the major epidemics, this volume touches on themes such as the
evolution of medical therapy, plague literature, poverty, the environment, and mass hysteria. In
addition to providing historical perspective on diseases such as smallpox, cholera, and
tuberculosis, Snowden examines the fallout from recent epidemics such as HIV/AIDS, SARS,
and Ebola and the question of the world’s preparedness for the next generation of diseases.
Shortlisted for the Fage and Oliver Prize 2018 From December 2013, the largest Ebola
outbreak in history swept across West Africa, claiming thousands of lives in Liberia, Sierra
Leone and Guinea. By the middle of 2014, the international community was gripped by
hysteria. Experts grimly predicted that millions would be infected within months, and a huge
international control effort was mounted to contain the virus. Yet paradoxically, by this point the
disease was already going into decline in Africa itself. So why did outside observers get it so
wrong? Paul Richards draws on his extensive first-hand experience in Sierra Leone to argue
that the international community’s panicky response failed to take account of local expertise
and common sense. Crucially, Richards shows that the humanitarian response to the disease
was most effective in those areas where it supported these initiatives and that it hampered
recovery when it ignored or disregarded local knowledge.
In 2014, a 28-year old British doctor found himself co-running the Ebola isolation unit in Sierra
Leone’s main hospital after the doctor in charge had been killed by the virus. Completely
Page 3/30

File Type PDF Ebola Culture And Politics The Anthropology Of An Emerging
Disease Case Studies On Contemporary Social Issues
overwhelmed and wrapped in stifling protective suits, he and his team took it in turns to provide
care to patients while removing dead bodies from the ward. Against all odds he battled to keep
the hospital open, as the queue of sick and dying patients grew every day. Only a few miles
down the road the Irish Ambassador and Head of Irish Aid worked relentlessly to rapidly scale
up the international response. At a time when entire districts had been quarantined, she
travelled around the country, and met with UN agencies, the President and senior ministers so
as to be better placed in alerting the world to the catastrophe unfolding in front of her. In this
blow-by-blow account, Walsh and Johnson expose the often shocking shortcomings of the
humanitarian response to the outbreak, both locally and internationally, and call our attention to
the immense courage of those who put their lives on the line every day to contain the disease.
Theirs is the definitive account of the fight against an epidemic that shook the world.
An award-winning genetic researcher and a tenacious journalist examine each phase of the
Ebola epidemic in West Africa, the largest and deadliest of its kind. Their postmortem identifies
factors that kept key information from reaching doctors, complicated the government’s
response to the crisis, and left responders unprepared for the next outbreak.

A physician-anthropologist explores how public health practices--from epidemiological
modeling to outbreak containment--help perpetuate global inequities. In Epidemic
Illusions, Eugene Richardson, a physician and an anthropologist, contends that public
health practices--from epidemiological modeling and outbreak containment to Big Data
and causal inference--play an essential role in perpetuating a range of global inequities.
Drawing on postcolonial theory, medical anthropology, and critical science studies,
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Richardson demonstrates the ways in which the flagship discipline of epidemiology has
been shaped by the colonial, racist, and patriarchal system that had its inception in
1492.
A collection of case studies from nonwestern countries that offers an analysis of the
significant role culture plays in crisis communication Culture and Crisis Communication
presents an examination of how politics, culture, religion, and other social issues affect
crisis communication and management in nonwestern countries. From intense human
tragedy to the follies of the rich, the chapters examine how companies, organizations,
news outlets, health organizations, technical experts, politicians, and local communities
communicate in crisis situations. Taking a wider view than a single country’s
perspective, the text contains a cross-cultural and cross-country approach. In addition,
the case studies offer valuable lessons that organizations that wish to operate or are
operating in those cultures can adopt in preparing and managing crises. The book
highlights recent crisis events such as Syria’s civil war, missing Malaysia Flight
MH370, andJapan’s Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant disaster. Each of the case
studies examines how culture impacts communication and responses to crises.
Authoritative, insightful, and instructive, this important resource: Analyzes how
nonwestern cultures respond to crises Covers the role of culture in crisis
communication in recent news events Includes contributions from 18 international
authors who provide insight on nonwestern culture and crisis communication Written for
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communication professionals, academics, and students, Culture and Crisis
Communication presents an insightful introduction to the topic of culture and crisis
communication and then delves into illustrative case studies that explore intra-cultural
and trans-boundary crisis communication.
This volume examines the most important socio-cultural, political, economic, and policy
issues related to emerging infectious diseases in Africa. The volume covers the work of
the Global Emerging Pathogens Treatment Consortium (GET); it looks at the
challenges of science education and communication in Africa, the global health and
governance of pandemics and epidemics, and more. It looks beyond such threats as
Ebola, SARS, and Zika to consider the ways communities have sought to contain these
and other deadly pathogens. The chapters provide a better understanding of a global
health problem from an African perspective, which help clarify to readers why some
responses have worked while others have not. Overall, the volume captures the state of
the art, science, preparedness, and evolution of a topic important to the health of Africa
and the world. It has a broad appeal across disciplines, from medical science and
biomedical research, through research ethics, regulation and governance, science and
health communication, social sciences, and is also of interest to general readers.
Interdisciplinary perspectives on the science, politics, and ethics of the 2013–2015
Ebola virus disease outbreak. The 2013–2015 outbreak of the Ebola virus disease
(EVD) was a public health disaster: 28,575 infections and 11,313 deaths (as of October
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2015), devastating the countries of Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone; a slow and
mismanaged international response; and sensationalistic media coverage, seized upon
by politicians to justify wrongheaded policy. And yet there were also promising
developments that may improve future responses to infectious disease epidemics: the
UN Security Council's first involvement in a public health event; a series of promising
clinical treatments and vaccines for EVD; and recognition of the need for a global public
health system to deal with epidemics that cross national borders. This volume offers a
range of perspectives on these and other lessons learned, with essays on the science,
politics, and ethics of the Ebola outbreak. The contributors discuss topics including the
virology and management of EVD in both rich and poor nations; the spread of the
disease (with an essay by a leader of Médecins Sans Frontières); racist perceptions of
West Africa; mainstream and social media responses to Ebola; and the ethical issue of
whether to run clinical trials of experimental treatments during an outbreak. Contributors
Christian L. Althaus, Daniel G. Bausch, Adia Benton, Michael J. Connor, Jr., Kim Yi
Dionne, Nicholas G. Evans, Morenike Oluwatoyin Folayan, Stephen Goldstein, Bridget
Haire, Patricia C. Henwood, Kelly Hills, Cyril Ibe, Marjorie Kruvand, Lisa M. Lee,
Maimuna S. Majumder, Alexandra L. Phelan, Annette Rid, Cristine Russell, Lara
Schwarz, Laura Seay, Michael Selgelid, Tara C. Smith, Armand Sprecher
A Choice Outstanding Academic Title of the Year “A critical, poignant postmortem of
the epidemic.” —Washington Post “Forceful and instructive...Sabeti and Salahi uncover
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competition, sabotage, fear, blame, and disorganization bordering on chaos, features
that are seen in just about any lethal epidemic.” —Paul Farmer, cofounder of Partners in
Health “The central theme of the book...is that common threads of dysfunction run
through responses to epidemics...The power of Outbreak Culture is its universality.”
—Nature “Sabeti and Salahi present a wealth of evidence supporting the imperative that
outbreak response must operate in a coordinated, real-time manner.” —Science As we
saw with the Ebola outbreak—and the disastrous early handling of the COVID-19
coronavirus pandemic—a lack of preparedness, delays, and system-wide problems with
the distribution of critical medical supplies can have deadly consequences. Yet after
every outbreak, the systems put in place to coordinate emergency responses are
generally dismantled. One of America’s top biomedical researchers, Dr. Pardis Sabeti,
and her Pulitzer Prize–winning collaborator, Lara Salahi, argue that these problems are
built into the ecosystem of our emergency responses. With an understanding of the
path of disease and insight into political psychology, they show how secrecy,
competition, and poor coordination plague nearly every major public health crisis and
reveal how much more could be done to safeguard the well-being of caregivers,
patients, and vulnerable communities. A work of fearless integrity and unassailable
authority, Outbreak Culture seeks to ensure that we make some urgently needed
changes before the next pandemic.
Imagine a killer with the infectiousness of the common cold and power of the Black
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Death. Imagine something so deadly that it wipes out 90% of those it touches. Imagine
an organism against which there is no defence. But you don't need to imagine. Such a
killer exists: it is a virus and its name is Ebola. The Hot Zone tells what happens when
the unthinkable becomes reality: when a deadly virus, from the rain forests of Africa,
crosses continents and infects a monkey house ten miles from the White House. Ebola
is that reality. It has the power to decimate the world's population. Try not to panic. It
will be back. There is nothing you can do...
The Ebola Virus and West Africa: Medical and Sociocultural Aspects provides a
compact summary of the Ebola virus, outlining its nature, history, epidemiology, and
methods of treatment. In addition, the work examines the context of the diseases
outbreak by describing the people, politics, and policies in West Africa before, during,
and after the recent outbreak. Finally, chapters summarize and explore the ethical
issues that arise in pursuing treatments and discuss methods for improving control and
prevention of additional outbreaks. Dr. Felix I. Ikuomola, a medical doctor who is
pursuing additional advanced degrees in clinical research (UH) and surgical sciences
(RCSEd/Edin), brings to bear his practice of medicine and surgery in Liberia, Nigeria,
Sierra Leone, and the Gambia and his direct knowledge of the cultural practices and
factors at play in the countries of West Africa to ground the presentation in The Ebola
Virus and West Africa in the realities of the current situation in the region. The Ebola
Virus and West Africa: Medical and Sociocultural Aspects will provide a highly
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organized, comprehensive, and insightful treatment of this virulent disease and its
sociocultural elements to people with medical backgrounds and to individuals desiring
to understand more comprehensively the impact of this disease on West Africa. In
either case, time spent with The Ebola Virus and West Africa will give you the
background and analysis you need to respond intelligently to the challenges the virus
presents to an increasingly globalized culture.
In the vast anthropological literature devoted to hunter-gatherer societies, surprisingly
little attention has been paid to the place of hunter-gatherer children. Children often
represent 40 percent of hunter-gatherer populations, thus nearly half the population is
omitted from most hunter-gatherer ethnographies and research. This volume is
designed to bridge the gap in our understanding of the daily lives, knowledge, and
development of hunter-gatherer children.The twenty-six contributors to Hunter-Gatherer
Childhoods use three general but complementary theoretical approaches--evolutionary,
developmental, cultural--in their presentations of new and insightful ethnographic data.
For instance, the authors employ these theoretical orientations to provide the first
systematic studies of hunter-gatherer children's hunting, play, infant care by children,
weaning and expressions of grief. The chapters focus on understanding the daily life
experiences of children, and their views and feelings about their lives and cultural
change. Chapters address some of the following questions: why does childhood exist,
who cares for hunter-gatherer children, what are the characteristic features of hunterPage 10/30

File Type PDF Ebola Culture And Politics The Anthropology Of An Emerging
Disease Case Studies On Contemporary Social Issues
gatherer children's development and what are the impacts of culture change on huntergatherer child care?The book is divided into five parts. The first section provides
historical, theoretical and conceptual framework for the volume; the second section
examines data to test competing hypotheses regarding why childhood is particularly
long in humans; the third section expands on the second section by looking at who
cares for hunter-gatherer children; the fourth section explores several developmental
issues such as weaning, play and loss of loved ones; and, the final section examines
the impact of sedentism and schools on hunter-gatherer children.This pioneering
volume will help to stimulate further research and scholarship on hunter-gatherer
childhoods, th
A major objective of this volume is to create and share knowledge about the socioeconomic, political and cultural dimensions of climate change. The authors analyze the
effects of climate change on the social and environmental determinants of the health
and well-being of communities (i.e. poverty, clean air, safe drinking water, food
supplies) and on extreme events such as floods and hurricanes. The book covers
topics such as the social and political dimensions of the ebola response, inequalities in
urban migrant communities, as well as water-related health effects of climate change.
The contributors recommend political and social-cultural strategies for mitigate, adapt
and prevent the impacts of climate change to human and environmental health. The
book will be of interest to scholars and practitioners interested in new methods and
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tools to reduce risks and to increase health resilience to climate change.
This book provides a timely examination of the Ebola pandemic in Sierra Leone from
four different standpoints: 1) a social standpoint that focuses on the way in which the
vulnerable Sierra Leonian population viewed the pandemic in light of their cultural
beliefs, memories of past wars and narratives and actions of the government; 2) a good
governance standpoint that exposes lapses in health governance and the general
unpreparedness of the government and international community to deal with the
outbreak; 3) a scientific research standpoint that looks at the role played by the Sierra
Leone's Lassa Fever Research Laboratories as a main hub for the investigation,
monitoring and evaluation of communicable diseases in the Mano River Union
countries; and 4) an international politics standpoint that examines the development of
a new bio-security international apparatus involving a wide range of international actors
and institutions.
The bestselling landmark account of the first emergence of the Ebola virus. Now a miniseries drama starring Julianna Margulies, Topher Grace, Liam Cunningham, James
D'Arcy, and Noah Emmerich on National Geographic. A highly infectious, deadly virus
from the central African rain forest suddenly appears in the suburbs of Washington,
D.C. There is no cure. In a few days 90 percent of its victims are dead. A secret military
SWAT team of soldiers and scientists is mobilized to stop the outbreak of this exotic
"hot" virus. The Hot Zone tells this dramatic story, giving a hair-raising account of the
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appearance of rare and lethal viruses and their "crashes" into the human race.
Shocking, frightening, and impossible to ignore, The Hot Zone proves that truth really is
scarier than fiction.
Drawing on real accounts of the Ebola outbreak that devastated West Africa, this
poignant, timely fable reflects on both the strength and the fragility of life and
humanity’s place in the world. Two boys venture from their village to hunt in a nearby
forest, where they shoot down bats with glee, and cook their prey over an open fire.
Within a month, they are dead, bodies ravaged by an insidious disease that neither the
local healer’s potions nor the medical team’s treatments could cure. Compounding the
family’s grief, experts warn against touching the sick. But this caution comes too late:
the virus spreads rapidly, and the boys’ father is barely able to send his eldest
daughter away for a chance at survival. In a series of moving snapshots, Véronique
Tadjo illustrates the terrible extent of the Ebola epidemic, through the eyes of those
affected in myriad ways: the doctor who tirelessly treats patients day after day in a
sweltering tent, protected from the virus only by a plastic suit; the student who
volunteers to work as a gravedigger while universities are closed, helping the teams
overwhelmed by the sheer number of bodies; the grandmother who agrees to take in an
orphaned boy cast out of his village for fear of infection. And watching over them all is
the ancient and wise Baobab tree, mourning the dire state of the earth yet providing a
sense of hope for the future. Acutely relevant to our times in light of the coronavirus
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pandemic, In the Company of Men explores critical questions about how we cope with a
global crisis and how we can combat fear and prejudice.
In 2014 after fighting through yards of bureaucratic red tape, leaving her family, and
putting her own health at risk in order to help suffering strangers, Kwan Kew Lai finally
arrived in Africa to volunteer as an infectious disease specialist in the heart of the
largest Ebola outbreak in history. What she found was not only blistering heat,
inhospitable working conditions, and deadly, unrelenting illness, but hope, resilience,
and incredible courage. Lest We Forget chronicles the harrowing and inspiring time
spent serving on the front lines of the ongoing Ebola outbreak—the complicated
Personal Protective Equipment, the chlorine-scented air, the tropical heat, and the
heartbreaking difficulties of treating patients she could not touch. Dr. Lai interweaves
original diary entries to create a gripping narrative about life, death, and human
relationships that will leave no reader unmoved. Lest We Forget exposes the raw
brutality of Ebola, as well as the chaotic nature of the undersupplied and understaffed
health infrastructure in the developing world. At once a memoir of triumphs and failures
and a memorial, this book will ensure that the victims of Ebola and the fighters who
sought to heal them will not be forgotten.
This dissertation explores the role of African media in shaping Africa’s image through
both the analysis of newspapers over the course of the 2014 Ebola crisis and an
exploration of African films. This methodology redeploys aspects of Africa’s (in)visibility
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in global politics and discourse on representation in geopolitics. Placing African film and
media organizations at the center of analysis in this study is vital, as they add diversity
of voices to the conversation about Africa’s image in the media. The dissertation looks
at how Africa is framed as perpetually “in crisis.” Specifically, the research engages
analysis of African film and media depictions under the premise of crises to advance
Africa’s visual culture and representation. I am interested in exploring how coverage of
the 2014 Ebola outbreak in The Inquirer, a major English newspaper in Liberia,
compares with that in the New York Times coverage of the 2014 Ebola outbreak.
Likewise, I explore how African cinema frames and represents crisis through three films
– Xala (Ousmane Sembene, 1975); Pumzi (Wanuri Kahiu, 2009); and Les Saignantes
(Jean-Pierre Bekolo, 2005). I argue that African films speak to the possibility of positive
anticipated outcomes ignored by western scholars, and, therefore, possess the agency
to decolonize minds. For instance, Pumzi and Les Saignantes offer an outlook on
Africa’s challenges and possibilities through newly imagined futures. Precisely, the
selected films first address Africa’s crisis in relation to the political, economic, and
environmental struggle as well as gender discourses and, second, offer a prescription
of development and progress.
Diversity and Cultural Competence in the Health Sector: Ebola Affected Countries in
West Africa examines the 2014-2016 Ebola crisis in three West African countries. The
authors argue that this public health disaster was exacerbated by the lack of cultural
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competency in emergency response efforts. Considering the role of culture in the
social, economic, health-related, and political dynamics that made these countries
particularly vulnerable to the disease and how culturally competent approaches could
have been employed sooner to reduce risk and prevent death and disability, this book
serves as a guide for government officials, nongovernmental relief agencies, healthcare
professionals, and public health personnel on how to effectively center cultural
competence in emergency response to infectious disease outbreaks.
An award-winning genetic researcher and a tenacious journalist examine each phase of
the Ebola epidemic in West Africa, the largest and deadliest of its kind. Their
postmortem identifies factors that kept key information from reaching doctors,
complicated the government's response to the crisis, and left responders unprepared
for the next outbreak.
Representing Ebola provides readers with a critical legal analysis of the recent West
African Ebola Outbreak. The author argues that a review of the scientific, military, legal,
economic, political, and mediated coverage of this latest outbreak highlights the ways
that organizations like the World Health Organization or Doctors Without Borders want
to conceptualize the importance of rapid emergence from the West during African Ebola
epidemics. The author concludes that while the U.S. military and other organizations
prided themselves on their belated responses to this outbreak oftentimes journalists,
scientists, and others overlooked the contributions that were made by contract tracers
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and indigenous public health workers. Sadly, the 2013-2015 West African outbreak took
the lives of thousands of individuals, and the author contends that this contributed to
sensationalist ways of representing local burial and food habits. The book concludes by
noting that while many West African leaders appreciated the billions of dollars of
promised aid that would flow toward this region in the wake of the Ebola outbreak real
“health security” measures have to involve longer term infrastructural changes. Talk of
how Westerners rescued the West Africans need to be augmented with more nuanced
ways of thinking about how many of those who actually battled Ebola need to become
part of future conversations regarding everything from theories of “aerial” transmission
to the steps that need to be taken during the first few weeks of recorded outbreaks.
Over the past few decades a number of emerging infectious diseases (EIDs) have
disrupted societies throughout the world, including HIV, Ebola, H5N1 (or ‘‘avian flu’’)
and SARS, and of course the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) which spread worldwide
to become a global pandemic. As well as EIDs, countries and regions also contend with
endemic diseases, such as malaria. There are many factors that have contributed to
the rise in, and spread of, EIDs and other diseases, including overpopulation, rapid
urbanization, environmental degradation, and antibiotic resistance. Political and cultural
responses to disease can greatly affect their spread. The global community needs to
defend itself against disease threats: one weak link is enough to start a chain reaction
that results in a global pandemic such as COVID-19. Some states take a nationalistic
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approach towards combating disease; however, international cooperation and
meaningful ‘‘viral sovereignty’’—empowering countries to create effective health
institutions and surveillance systems in order to contain disease—must be considered.
This volume, with a focus on Southeast Asia, Africa and North America, considers the
intersection between disease, politics, science, and culture in the global battle against
pandemics, making use of case studies and interviews to examine the ways in which
governments and regions handle outbreaks and pandemics.
“Paul Farmer brings his considerable intellect, empathy, and expertise to bear in this
powerful and deeply researched account of the Ebola outbreak that struck West Africa
in 2014. It is hard to imagine a more timely or important book.” —Bill and Melinda Gates
"[The] history is as powerfully conveyed as it is tragic . . . Illuminating . . . Invaluable."
—Steven Johnson, The New York Times Book Review In 2014, Sierra Leone, Liberia,
and Guinea suffered the worst epidemic of Ebola in history. The brutal virus spread
rapidly through a clinical desert where basic health-care facilities were few and far
between. Causing severe loss of life and economic disruption, the Ebola crisis was a
major tragedy of modern medicine. But why did it happen, and what can we learn from
it? Paul Farmer, the internationally renowned doctor and anthropologist, experienced
the Ebola outbreak firsthand—Partners in Health, the organization he founded, was
among the international responders. In Fevers, Feuds, and Diamonds, he offers the first
substantive account of this frightening, fast-moving episode and its implications. In
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vibrant prose, Farmer tells the harrowing stories of Ebola victims while showing why the
medical response was slow and insufficient. Rebutting misleading claims about the
origins of Ebola and why it spread so rapidly, he traces West Africa’s chronic health
failures back to centuries of exploitation and injustice. Under formal colonial rule,
disease containment was a priority but care was not – and the region’s health care
woes worsened, with devastating consequences that Farmer traces up to the present.
This thorough and hopeful narrative is a definitive work of reportage, history, and
advocacy, and a crucial intervention in public-health discussions around the world.
Recent disease events such as SARS, H1N1 and avian influenza, and haemorrhagic
fevers have focussed policy and public concern as never before on epidemics and socalled 'emerging infectious diseases'. Understanding and responding to these often
unpredictable events have become major challenges for local, national and
international bodies. All too often, responses can become restricted by implicit
assumptions about who or what is to blame that may not capture the dynamics and
uncertainties at play in the multi-scale interactions of people, animals and microbes. As
a result, policies intended to forestall epidemics may fail, and may even further threaten
health, livelihoods and human rights. The book takes a unique approach by focusing on
how different policy-makers, scientists, and local populations construct alternative
narratives-accounts of the causes and appropriate responses to outbreaks- about
epidemics at the global, national and local level. The contrast between emergencyPage 19/30
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oriented, top-down responses to what are perceived as potentially global outbreaks and
longer-term approaches to diseases, such as AIDS, which may now be considered
endemic, is highlighted. Case studies-on avian influenza, SARS, obesity, H1N1
influenza, HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and haemorrhagic fevers-cover a broad historical,
geographical and biological range. As this book explores, it is often the most vulnerable
members of a population-the poor, the social excluded and the already ill-who are likely
to suffer most from epidemic diseases. At the same time, they may be less likely to
benefit from responses that may be designed from a global perspective that neglects
social, ecological and political conditions on the ground. This book aims to bring the
focus back to these marginal populations to reveal the often unintended consequences
of current policy responses to epidemics. Important implications emerge - for how
epidemics are thought about and represented; for how surveillance and response is
designed; and for whose knowledge and perspectives should be included. Published in
association with the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC)
“A frightening and fascinating masterpiece of science reporting that reads like a
detective story.” —Walter Isaacson In 1976 a deadly virus emerged from the Congo
forest. As swiftly as it came, it disappeared, leaving no trace. Over the four decades
since, Ebola has emerged sporadically, each time to devastating effect. It can kill up to
90 percent of its victims. In between these outbreaks, it is untraceable, hiding deep in
the jungle. The search is on to find Ebola’s elusive host animal. And until we find it,
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Ebola will continue to strike. Acclaimed science writer and explorer David Quammen
first came near the virus while he was traveling in the jungles of Gabon, accompanied
by local men whose village had been devastated by a recent outbreak. Here he tells the
story of Ebola—its past, present, and its unknowable future. Extracted from Spillover by
David Quammen, updated and with additional material.
In this case study, readers will embark on an improbable journey through the heart of
Africa to discover how indigenous people cope with the rapid-killing Ebola virus. The
Hewletts are the first anthropologists ever invited by the World Health Organization to
join a medical intervention team and assist in efforts to control an Ebola outbreak. Their
account addresses political, structural, psychological, and cultural factors, along with
conventional intervention protocols as problematic to achieving medical objectives.
They find obvious historical and cultural answers to otherwise-puzzling questions about
why village people often flee, refuse to cooperate, and sometimes physically attack
members of intervention teams. Perhaps surprisingly, readers will discover how some
cultural practices of local people are helpful and should be incorporated into control
procedures. The authors shed new light on a continuing debate about the motivation for
human behavior by showing how local responses to epidemics are rooted both in
culture and in human nature. Well-supported recommendations emerge from a
comparative analysis of Central African cases and pandemics worldwide to suggest
how the United States and other countries might use anthropologists and the insights of
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anthropologists to mount more effective public health campaigns, with particular
attention to avian flu and bioterrorism. Important Notice: Media content referenced
within the product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook
version.
Diversity and Cultural Competence in the Health Sector: Ebola-Affected Countries in
West Africa examines the 2014-2016 Ebola crisis in three West African countries. The
authors argue that this public health disaster was exacerbated by the lack of cultural
competency in emergency response efforts. Considering the role of culture in the
social, economic, health-related, and political dynamics that made these countries
particularly vulnerable to the disease and how culturally competent approaches could
have been employed sooner to reduce risk and prevent death and disability, this book
serves as a guide for government officials, nongovernmental relief agencies, healthcare
professionals, and public health personnel on how to effectively center cultural
competence in emergency response to infectious disease outbreaks.
Shortlisted for the Fage and Oliver Prize 2018 From December 2013, the largest Ebola
outbreak in history swept across West Africa, claiming thousands of lives in Liberia,
Sierra Leone and Guinea. By the middle of 2014, the international community was
gripped by hysteria. Experts grimly predicted that millions would be infected within
months, and a huge international control effort was mounted to contain the virus. Yet
paradoxically, by this point the disease was already going into decline in Africa itself. So
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why did outside observers get it so wrong? Paul Richards draws on his extensive firsthand experience in Sierra Leone to argue that the international community's panicky
response failed to take account of local expertise and common sense. Crucially,
Richards shows that the humanitarian response to the disease was most effective in
those areas where it supported these initiatives and that it hampered recovery when it
ignored or disregarded local knowledge.

“[A] masterpiece . . . an astonishing book that will leave you questioning your
own life and political views . . . Kidder opens a window into Farmer’s soul, letting
the reader peek in and see what truly makes the good doctor tick.”—Nicholas
Thomas, USA Today In medical school, Paul Farmer found his life’s calling: to
cure infectious diseases and to bring the lifesaving tools of modern medicine to
those who need them most. Tracy Kidder’s magnificent account shows how one
person can make a difference in solving global health problems through a cleareyed understanding of the interaction of politics, wealth, social systems, and
disease. Profound and powerful, Mountains Beyond Mountains takes us from
Harvard to Haiti, Peru, Cuba, and Russia as Farmer changes people’s minds
through his dedication to the philosophy that “the only real nation is humanity.”
Praise for Mountains Beyond Mountains “A true-to-life fairy tale, one that inspires
you to believe in happy endings . . . Its stark sense of reality comes as much from
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the grit between the pages as from the pure gold those pages spin.”—Laura
Claridge, Boston Sunday Globe “Stunning . . . Mountains Beyond Mountains will
move you, restore your faith in the ability of one person to make a difference in
these increasingly maddening, dispiriting times.”—John Wilkens, The San Diego
Union-Tribune “Easily the most fascinating, most entertaining and, yes, most
inspiring work of nonfiction I’ve read this year.”—Charles Matthews, San Jose
Mercury News “It’ll fill you equally with wonder and hope.”—Cathy Burke, People
“In this excellent work, Pulitzer Prize-winner Kidder immerses himself in and
beautifully explores the rich drama that exists in the life of Dr. Paul Farmer. . . .
Throughout, Kidder captures the almost saintly effect Farmer has on those whom
he treats.”—Publisher’s Weekly (starred review) “[A] skilled and graceful
exploration of the soul of an astonishing human being.”—Kirkus Reviews (starred
review)
Representing Ebola addresses the legal and cultural facets of the latest West
African Ebola outbreak for both an academic and general audience.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • An urgent wake-up call about the future of
emerging viruses and a gripping account of the doctors and scientists fighting to
protect us, told through the story of the deadly 2013–2014 Ebola epidemic “Crisis
in the Red Zone reads like a thriller. That the story it tells is all true makes it all
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more terrifying.”—Elizabeth Kolbert, Pulitzer Prize–winning author of The Sixth
Extinction From the #1 bestselling author of The Hot Zone, now a National
Geographic original miniseries . . . This time, Ebola started with a two-year-old
child who likely had contact with a wild creature and whose entire family quickly
fell ill and died. The ensuing global drama activated health professionals in North
America, Europe, and Africa in a desperate race against time to contain the viral
wildfire. By the end—as the virus mutated into its deadliest form, and spread
farther and faster than ever before—30,000 people would be infected, and the
dead would be spread across eight countries on three continents. In this taut and
suspenseful medical drama, Richard Preston deeply chronicles the pandemic, in
which we saw for the first time the specter of Ebola jumping continents, crossing
the Atlantic, and infecting people in America. Rich in characters and
conflict—physical, emotional, and ethical—Crisis in the Red Zone is an immersion
in one of the great public health calamities of our time. Preston writes of doctors
and nurses in the field putting their own lives on the line, of government
bureaucrats and NGO administrators moving, often fitfully, to try to contain the
outbreak, and of pharmaceutical companies racing to develop drugs to combat
the virus. He also explores the charged ethical dilemma over who should and did
receive the rare doses of an experimental treatment when they became available
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at the peak of the disaster. Crisis in the Red Zone makes clear that the outbreak
of 2013–2014 is a harbinger of further, more severe outbreaks, and of emerging
viruses heretofore unimagined—in any country, on any continent. In our ever more
interconnected world, with roads and towns cut deep into the jungles of
equatorial Africa, viruses both familiar and undiscovered are being unleashed
into more densely populated areas than ever before. The more we discover
about the virosphere, the more we realize its deadly potential. Crisis in the Red
Zone is an exquisitely timely book, a stark warning of viral outbreaks to come.
"The Ebola Virus and West Africa: Medical and Sociocultural Aspects" provides a
compact summary of the Ebola virus, outlining its nature, history, epidemiology,
and methods of treatment. In addition, the work examines the context of the
disease's outbreak by describing the people, politics, and policies in West Africa
before, during, and after the recent outbreak. Finally, chapters summarize and
explore the ethical issues that arise in pursuing treatments and discuss methods
for improving control and prevention of additional outbreaks. Dr. Felix I. Ikuomola,
a medical doctor who is pursuing additional advanced degrees in clinical
research (UH) and surgical sciences (RCSEd/Edin), brings to bear his practice of
medicine and surgery in Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, and the Gambia and his
direct knowledge of the cultural practices and factors at play in the countries of
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West Africa to ground the presentation in "The Ebola Virus and West Africa" in
the realities of the current situation in the region. "The Ebola Virus and West
Africa: Medical and Sociocultural Aspects" will provide a highly organized,
comprehensive, and insightful treatment of this virulent disease and its
sociocultural elements to people with medical backgrounds and to individuals
desiring to understand more comprehensively the impact of this disease on West
Africa. In either case, time spent with "The Ebola Virus and West Africa" will give
you the background and analysis you need to respond intelligently to the
challenges the virus presents to an increasingly globalized culture.
This study proceeds from the belief that Ebola constitutes a valuable lens through
which to analyse the performance of the humanitarian and outbreak response
systems, and to examine the impact of aid efforts in the years prior to Ebola.
Although ten countries have reported cases, the study is based on the three at
the epicentre: Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone. The aim is to elevate discussion
of the crisis and response above questions related to its technical aspects,
aspiring to learn more about the systemic capacities and weaknesses that
shaped the outbreak and response. Did efforts to address specific health targets,
such as the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), displace more
comprehensive efforts to strengthen the health systems of these three countries?
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Will a renewed focus on health security -- protecting healthy nations against
epidemics -- displace efforts to build health capacity to meet the daily needs of
those without access to quality, affordable care? The next phase of the
international and national aid response will require (re)building these three
shattered healthcare systems and developing appropriate health security
capacity. The goal should be to do better next time. The report aims to
differentiate itself from the many evaluations that focus more heavily on
operational issues, and instead seeks a deeper understanding of underlying
systemic flaws, one which contributes to improved humanitarian effectiveness. It
is a particular concern that, in the Ebola response, we have seen many all-toofamiliar shortcomings and mistakes. The outbreak has sparked numerous
'lessons learned' exercises, with notably intelligent recommendations, yet the
need for a probing analysis of why lessons identified so often fail to become
lessons learned has somehow been ignored.
Ebola: Clinical Patterns, Public Health Concerns is a concise description and
discussion of the Ebola virus and disease. The intended audience is medical
practitioners, including those working in endemic areas as well as health-facility
planners and public health practitioners. The book fills an important gap between
large texts covering not only Ebola but other hemorrhagic fever viruses and brief
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pamphlet-style publications on the public health aspects of the infection. In light
of the recent large outbreak in West Africa, this book is a part of the developing
foundation needed to deal with emerging diseases.
The 2014-2015 Ebola epidemic in West Africa was an unprecedented medical
and political emergency that cast an unflattering light on multiple corners of
government and international response. Fear, not rational planning, appeared to
drive many decisions made at population and leadership levels, which in turn
brought about a response that was as uneven as it was unprecedented: entire
populations were decimated or destroyed, vaccine trials were fast-tracked, health
staff died, untested medications were used (or not used) in controversial ways,
humanitarian workers returned home to enforced isolation, and military was
employed to sometimes disturbing ends. The epidemic revealed serious fault
lines at all levels of theory and practice of global public health: national
governments were shown to be helpless and unprepared for calamity at this
scale; the World Health Organization was roundly condemned for its
ineffectiveness; the US quietly created its own African CDC a year after the
epidemic began. Amid such chaos, Médecins sans Frontières was forced to act
with unprecdented autonomy -- and amid great criticism -- in responding to the
disease, taking unprecedented steps in deploying services and advocating for
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international aid. The Politics of Fear provides a primary documentary resource
for recounting and learning from the Ebola epidemic. Comprising eleven topicbased chapters and four eyewitness vignettes from both MSF- and non-MSFaffiliated contributors (all of whom have been given access to MSF Ebola
archives from Guinea, Sierra Leone, and Liberia for research), it aims to provide
a politically agnostic account of the defining health event of the 21st century so
far, one that will hopefully inform current opinions and future responses.
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