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Why do people work hard, and take pride in what they
do? This book, a philosophically-minded enquiry into
practical activity of many different kinds past and
present, is about what happens when people try to do a
good job. It asks us to think about the true meaning of
skill in the 'skills society' and argues that pure
competition is a poor way to achieve quality work.
Sennett suggests, instead, that there is a craftsman in
every human being, which can sometimes be
enormously motivating and inspiring - and can also in
other circumstances make individuals obsessive and
frustrated. The Craftsman shows how history has drawn
fault-lines between craftsman and artist, maker and user,
technique and expression, practice and theory, and that
individuals' pride in their work, as well as modern society
in general, suffers from these historical divisions. But the
past lives of crafts and craftsmen show us ways of
working (using tools, acquiring skills, thinking about
materials) which provide rewarding alternative ways for
people to utilise their talents. We need to recognise this if
motivations are to be understood and lives made as
fulfilling as possible.
This new collection of essays by well-known scholars of
Seneca focuses on the multifaceted ways in which Seneca,
as philosopher, politician, poet and Roman senator, engaged
with the question of ethical selfhood. The contributors explore
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the main cruces of Senecan scholarship, such as whether
Seneca's treatment of the self is original in its historical
context; whether Seneca's Stoicism can be reconciled with
the pull of rhetorical and literary self-expression; and how
Seneca claims to teach psychic self-integration. Most
importantly, the contributors debate to what degree, if at all,
the absence of a technically articulated concept of selfhood
should cause us to hesitate in seeking a distinctively Senecan
self - one that stands out not only for the 'intensity of its
relations to self', as Foucault famously put it, but also for the
way in which those relations to self are couched.
This volume focuses on the study of linguistic manipulation,
persuasion and power in the written texts of professional
communication, bringing forth studies on the language of
various specialised fields such as law and arbitration,
engineering, economics, advertising, business, politics,
medicine, social work, education and the media.

Former Prime Minister Tony Blair once said that his three
priorities were 'education, education, education'. Here,
one of the architects of these reforms describes his
quest to transform the standards and opportunities
available to pupils in English schools.
Tavistock Press was established as a co-operative
venture between the Tavistock Institute and Routledge &
Kegan Paul (RKP) in the 1950s to produce a series of
major contributions across the social sciences. This
volume is part of a 2001 reissue of a selection of those
important works which have since gone out of print, or
are difficult to locate. Published by Routledge, 112
volumes in total are being brought together under the
name The International Behavioural and Social Sciences
Library: Classics from the Tavistock Press. Reproduced
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here in facsimile, this volume was originally published in
1964 and is available individually. The collection is also
available in a number of themed mini-sets of between 5
and 13 volumes, or as a complete collection.
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