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Hermeneutics Interpretation Theory In
Schleiermacher
Friedrich Schleiermacher's groundbreaking work in theology and philosophy was
forged in the cultural ferment of Berlin at the convergence of the Enlightenment
and Romanticism. The three sections of this book include illuminating sketches of
Schleiermacher's relationship to contemporaries (Mendelssohn, Hegel and
Kierkegaard), his work as public theologian (dialogue on Jewish emancipation,
founding the University of Berlin) as well as the formation and impact of his two
most famous books, On Religion: Speeches to its Cultured Despisers and The
Christian Faith. Richard Crouter examines Schleiermacher's stance regarding the
status of doctrine, Church and political authority, and the place of theology
among the academic disciplines. Dedicated to the Protestant Church in the line of
Calvin, Schleiermacher was equally a man of the university who brought the
highest standards of rationality, linguistic sensitivity and a sense of history to bear
upon religion.
In the late Enlightenment, a new imperative began to inform theories of
interpretation: all literary texts should be read in the same way that we read the
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Bible. However, this assumption concealed a problem—there was no coherent
"we" who read the Bible in the same way. In Secularism and Hermeneutics, Yael
Almog shows that several prominent thinkers of the era, including Johann
Gottfried Herder, Moses Mendelssohn, Immanuel Kant, Georg Wilhelm Friedrich
Hegel, and Friedrich Daniel Ernst Schleiermacher, constituted readers as an
imaginary "we" around which they could form their theories and practices of
interpretation. This conception of interpreters as a universal community, Almog
argues, established biblical readers as a coherent collective. In the first part of
the book, Almog focuses on the 1760s through the 1780s and examines these
writers' works on biblical Hebrew and their reliance on the conception of the Old
Testament as a cultural, rather than religious, asset. She reveals how the
detachment of textual hermeneutics from confessional affiliation was stimulated
by debates on the integration of Jews in Enlightenment Germany. In order for the
political community to cohere, she contends, certain religious practices were
restricted to the private sphere while textual interpretation, which previously
belonged to religious contexts, became the foundation of the public sphere. As
interpretive practices were secularized and taken to be universal, they were
meant to overcome religious difference. Turning to literature and the early
nineteenth century in the second part of the book, Almog demonstrates the ways
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in which the new literary genres of realism and lyric poetry disrupted these
interpretive reading practices. Literary techniques such as irony and
intertextuality disturbed the notion of a stable, universal reader's position and
highlighted interpretation as grounded in religious belonging. Secularism and
Hermeneutics reveals the tension between textual exegesis and confessional
belonging and challenges the modern presumption that interpretation is
indifferent to religious concerns.
'This volume presents carefully selected essays from Gadamer's Kleine
Schriften. The seven essays comprising Part 1 contain Gadamer's discussion of
hermeneutical reflection. Part 2 consists of six essays dealing with
phenomenology, existential philosophy, and philosophical hermeneutics.
Schleiermacher was a preacher, a clergyman of the Reformed Church in
Germany, based in Berlin. He was also a popular author and teacher. Karl Barth
described him first as a pastor, then a professor, and last of all a philosopher. He
was controversial and remains controversial in all of these roles. He remains a
seminal thinker, a pioneer in seeking to make Christianity speak with a modern
voice. He addressed nineteenth-century Germany. He raised issues relevant to
the twenty-first century. His best known works are On Religion: Speeches to its
Cultured Despisers (1799) and The Christian Faith (1822), but little attention has
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been paid to his sermons, although he preached regularly to large congregations
for over thirty years. This book is a glimpse at Schleiermacher in the pulpit.
This classic, first published in 1969, introduces to English-speaking readers a
field which is of increasing importance in contemporary philosophy and
theology--hermeneutics, the theory of understanding, or interpretation. Richard E.
Palmer, utilizing largely untranslated sources, treats principally of the conception
of hermeneutics enunciated by Heidegger and developed into a "philosophical
hermeneutics" by Hans-Georg Gadamer. He provides a brief overview of the field
by surveying some half-dozen alternate definitions of the term and by examining
in detail the contributions of Friedrich Schleiermacher and Wilhelm Dilthey. In the
Manifesto which concludes the book, Palmer suggests the potential significance
of hermeneutics for literary interpretation.
An introduction to the history and scope of interpretation theory in theology. It
discusses hermeneutical consciousness in Christian thinking from the time of the
Church Fathers up to today.
The Oxford Handbook of the Study of Religion provides a comprehensive
overview of the academic study of religion. Written by an international team of
leading scholars, its fifty-one chapters are divided thematically into seven
sections. The first section addresses five major conceptual aspects of research
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on religion. Part two surveys eleven main frameworks of analysis, interpretation,
and explanation of religion. Reflecting recent turns in the humanities and social
sciences, part three considers eight forms of the expression of religion. Part four
provides a discussion of the ways societies and religions, or religious
organizations, are shaped by different forms of allocation of resources. Other
chapters in this section consider law, the media, nature, medicine, politics,
science, sports, and tourism. Part five reviews important developments,
distinctions, and arguments for each of the selected topics. The study of religion
addresses religion as a historical phenomenon and part six looks at seven
historical processes. Religion is studied in various ways by many disciplines, and
this Handbook shows that the study of religion is an academic discipline in its
own right. The disciplinary profile of this volume is reflected in part seven, which
considers the history of the discipline and its relevance. Each chapter in the
Handbook references at least two different religions to provide fresh and
innovative perspectives on key issues in the field. This authoritative collection will
advance the state of the discipline and is an invaluable reference for students
and scholars.
Here are the major statements of the leading figures in the nineteenth- and twentieth-century
German and French hermeneutic traditions--the major statements on the aims, methods, and
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techniques of interpretation. Some of these appear here for the first time in English. This book
establishes the context for contemporary analyses of interpretation. Part I traces the evolution
of hermeneutics from Friedrich Ast and Friedrich Schleiermacher through Wilhelm Dilthey to
Martin Heidegger's placing of hermeneutics at the center of the ontological analysis of human
being. Part II follows the development of the Heideggerian tradition in the writings of HansGeorg Gadamer. Gadamer's "philosophical hermeneutics" is then located at the center of
several important exchanges with more traditional, objective hermeneutical methodologists like
Emilio Betti, ideology-critics like Jürgen Habermas, and linguistic-phenomenological thinkers
like Paul Ricoeur.
Text of and reflection on the 1981 encounter between Hans-Georg Gadamer and Jacques
Derrida, which featured a dialogue between hermeneutics in Germany and post-structuralism
in France.
The SAGE Handbook of Qualitative Business and Management Research Methods provides a
state-of–the art overview of qualitative research methods in the business and management
field. Bringing together a team of leading international researchers, the chapters offer a
comprehensive overview of the history and traditions that underpin qualitative research in the
field. The chapters in this volume have been arranged into four thematic parts: Part One
explores the influential traditions underpinning qualitative research, such as positivism,
interpretivism, pragmatism, constructionism and beyond. Part Two looks at research designs,
covering ethnography, field research, action research, case studies, process and practice
methodologies. Part Three focusses on the researcher: examining issues such as positionality,
reflexivity, ethics, gender and intersectionality. Part Four examines challenges relating to
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research design, access and departure, choosing participants and more.
Few thinkers are more controversial in the history of philosophy than Hegel. He has been
dismissed as a charlatan and obscurantist, but also praised as one of the greatest thinkers in
modern philosophy. No one interested in philosophy can afford to ignore him. This volume
considers all the major aspects of Hegel's work: epistemology, logic, ethics, political
philosophy, aesthetics, philosophy of history, philosophy of religion. Special attention is
devoted to problems in the interpretation of Hegel: the unity of the Phenomenology of Spirit;
the value of the dialectical method; the status of his logic; the nature of his politics. A final
group of chapters treats Hegel's complex historical legacy: the development of Hegelianism
and its growth into a left and right-wing school; the relation of Hegel and Marx; and the subtle
connections between Hegel and contemporary analytic philosophy.
This work gives a philosophical and theological account of the belief that Scripture enables
people to encounter the life-giving reality of God. The authors examine the biblical foundations
for this belief as given in a variety of witnesses from both Testaments and explain the
philosophical and theological underpinnings of Christian exegesis. The book sums up and
makes accessible the teaching of revered senior scholar and teacher Francis Martin and is
aimed squarely at students, assuming no advanced training in philosophy or theology. It
includes a foreword by Robert Sokolowski.
Hermeneutics can loosely be defined as the theory or philosophy of the interpretation of
menaing. It is a central topic in the philosophy of the social sciences, the philosophy of art and
language and in literary criticism. This book, first published in 1980, gives a detailed overview
and analysis of the main strands of contemporary hermeneutical thought. It includes a number
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of readings in order to give the reader a first-hand acquaintance with the subjects and the
debates within it.
In a series of chapters each focusing on a different goddess or mythical woman, Christine
Downing traces her own path of individuation from maiden-daughter to mature woman. A
therapist, university professor of religion, and former president of the American Academy of
Religion, she writes what is essentially an autobiography with an inner focus on her dreams
and fantasies, and their meanings to her. She writes in a direct and intimate way, using to
great bit effortless effect her deep culture and wide learning. -The Journal of Analytical
Psychology
In this lucid and elegantly written book, Joel Weinsheimer discusses how the insights of HansGeorg Gadamer alter our understanding of literary theory and interpretation. Weinsheimer
begins by surveying modern hermeneutics from Schleiermacher to Ricoeur, showing that
Gadamer's work is situated in the middle of an onging dialogue. Gadamer's hermenutics says,
Weinsheimer, is specifically philosophical, for it explores how understanding occurs at all, not
how it should be regulated in order to function more rigorously or effectively. According to
Weinsheimer, Gadamer views understanding as an effect of history, not an action but a
passion, something that happens on metaphor: it fuses the different into the same but, like
metaphor, does not repress difference. Similarly, Gadamer's critique of the semiotic conception
of language redresses the balance between difference and sameness in the relation of word
and world. The common thread in the contributions of philosophical hermeneutics to literary
theory is the multifaceted tension between the one and the many, between sameness and
difference. This appears in metaphor and application, in the complex dialogue between the
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past and present, and between the interpretation and the interpreted generally. In the final
chapter of the book, "The Question of the Classic," Weinsheimer explores the implications of
this analysis of Gadamer's hermeneutics for the current debate concerning the study of the
canon and the classic.
Anthony Thiselton here brings together his encyclopedic knowledge of hermeneutics and his
nearly four decades of teaching on the subject to provide a splendid interdisciplinary textbook.
After a thorough historical overview of hermeneutics, Thiselton moves into modern times with
extensive analysis of scholarship from the mid-twentieth century, including liberation and
feminist theologies, reader-response and reception theory, and postmodernism. No other text
on hermeneutics covers the range of writers and subjects discussed in Thiselton’s
Hermeneutics.
Hans-Georg Gadamer is one of the leading philosophers in the world today. His philosophical
hermeneutics has had a major impact in a wide range of disciplines, including the social
sciences, literary criticism, theology and jurisprudence. Truth and Method, his major work, is
widely recognised to be one of the great classics of twentieth-century thought. In this book
Georgia Warnke provides a clear and systematic exposition of Gadamer's work, as well as a
balanced and thoughtful assessment of his views. Warnke gives particular attention to the
ways in which Gadamer's work has been taken up and criticised by literary critics, social
theorists and philosophers, such as Hirsch, Habermas and Rorty. She thus provides an
introduction to Gadamer which demonstrates the relevance of his work to current debates in a
variety of disciplines. This book will be invaluable to students and specialists throughout the
humanities and social sciences, as well as to anyone who is interested in the most important
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developments in contemporary thought.
HermeneuticsNorthwestern University Press
"A reading of the Book of Jonah that interfaces biblical studies with biblical
spirituality"--Provided by publisher.
Hermeneutics is the branch of knowledge that deals with interpretation, a behaviour that is
intrinsic to our daily lives. As humans, we decipher the meaning of newspaper articles, books,
legal matters, religious texts, political speeches, emails, and even dinner conversations every
day . But how is knowledge mediated through these forms? What constitutes the process of
interpretation? And how do we draw meaning from the world around us so that we might
understand our position in it? In this Very Short Introduction Jens Zimmermann traces the
history of hermeneutic theory, setting out its key elements, and demonstrating how they can be
applied to a broad range of disciplines: theology; literature; law; and natural and social
sciences. Demonstrating the longstanding and wide-ranging necessity of interpretation,
Zimmermann reveals its significance in our current social and political landscape. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
The aim of this volume is to assess Friedrich Schleiermacher’s contribution to the theory of
translation two centuries after his address “On the Different Methods of Translating” at the
Academy of Sciences in Berlin, and to explore its potential for generating future innovative
work. For the first time this classic text forms the object of a focused, interdisciplinary
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approach. Scholars of philosophy and translation, working in English, French and German,
provide a close reading of Schleiermacher’s lecture and combine their efforts in order to
highlight the fundamental role translation plays in his hermeneutic thinking and the importance
of hermeneutics for his theorisation of translation, within the historical and literary context of
Romanticism. The various contributions revisit key concepts in Schleiermacher’s thought, in
particular the famous metaphor of movement; examine the relation between his theoretical
writings and his practice as translator of Plato, unearthing some of their philosophical and
linguistic implications; discuss Schleiermacher’s reception in Germany and abroad; and
assess the relevance of his ideas in the beginning of the 21st century as well as their potential
to inspire further research in translation and interpreting.
This book analyses the most significant aspects of the evolutionary process which occurred in
literary hermeneutics: the shift from interpretation perceived as a methodology of reading to the
ontological function of exegesis. Through the discussion of the theories of Friedrich
Schleiermacher, Eric Donald Hirsch, Hans-Georg Gadamer and Paul Ricoeur, it focuses on the
metamorphosis of the concepts of meaning, interpretation and validity, and demonstrates how
the correlative changes in the essence and functions of these three elements transformed the
art of understanding from being a methodological discipline to an ontological instrument for a
re-description of the interpreter’s self. The book highlights the development of those aspects
of hermeneutic thought which are of particular significance in the contemporary debate over
validity and criteria of interpretation. The vision of hermeneutics proposed here contradicts the
supposedly anachronistic character of the art of understanding, and, through a permanent
departure from essentialist views and categories, enables it to enter into a discussion with such
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literary orientations as neo-pragmatism and reader-response theory.
This book constructively explores the question: What effects should an interest in theology
produce in the reading of Scripture? Since the onset of historical consciousness in biblical
studies over two centuries ago, the work of biblical exegetes and systematic theologians have
largely followed two paths. In this book, nine prominent scholars work to bridge the
longstanding gap between biblical studies and theology by concentrating on the nature of a
biblical hermeneutics approach to doing theology. The range of concerns presented by these
scholars seeks to reintegrate biblical exegesis with contemporary theology in the service of the
church.
Collected and translated by John B. Thompson, this collection of essays by Paul Ricoeur
includes many that had never appeared in English before the volume's publication in 1981. As
comprehensive as it is illuminating, this lucid introduction to Ricoeur's prolific contributions to
sociological theory features his more recent writings on the history of hermeneutics, its central
themes and issues, his own constructive position and its implications for sociology,
psychoanalysis and history. Presented in a fresh twenty-first-century series livery, and
including a specially commissioned preface written by Charles Taylor, illuminating its enduring
importance and relevance to philosophical enquiry, this classic work has been revived for a
new generation of readers.
This series provides short, accessible and lively introduction to the major schools, movements
and traditions in philosophy and the history of ideas since the beginning of the Enlightenment.
All books in the series are written for undergraduates meeting the subject for the first time.
Hermeneutics concerns itself with the theory of understanding and the interpretation of
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language. The question of how to correctly interpret and understand others remains one of the
most contested branches of philosophy. In Understanding Hermeneutics Lawrence Schmidt
provides an introduction to modern hermeneutics through a systematic examination of the
ideas of its key philosophical proponents. Chapter 1 examines the ideas, of the Protestant
theologian, Friedrich Schleiermacher, who argues that misunderstanding is always possible so
we must always employ interpretation if we are to understnad correctly. Chapter 2 discusses
the ideas of Dilthey, who maintains that understanding in the humanities is fundamentally
different from explanation in the natural sciences, and who presents a methodology to judge
what another person means or feels by means of their language and also their gestures, facial
expressions, and manners of acting. Chapter 3 explores the ideas of Heidegger who
radicalizes the concept by shifting its focus from interpreting texts to an existential
interpretation of human being. In Chapter 4 the recent ideas of Gadamer are examined, which
extend to examining the structures of hermeneutic experience and to question the supremacy
of the natural sciences as models for truth. The final chapters consider some of the criticisms
and controversies surrounding hermeneutics, including the work of Habermas, Hirsch, Ricoeur
and Derrida, and the prospects for the future of hermeneutics.
This book explores the rapidly growing interdisciplinary area of hermeneutics and its
significance for biblical studies, combining wide, fundamental, rigorous, and creative theoretical
concerns with practical questions about how we read biblical texts.
Explores the relevance of hermeneutics for modern human sciences, its history and
development, and its key philosophical debates.
Das ganze Studium der Anglistik und Amerikanistik in einem Band. Ob englische und
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amerikanische Literatur, Sprachwissenschaft, Literatur- und Kulturtheorie, Fachdidaktik oder
die Analyse von Filmen und kulturellen Phänomenen führende Fachvertreter geben in
englischer Sprache einen ausführlichen Überblick über alle relevanten Teildisziplinen. BA- und
MA-Studierende finden hier die wichtigsten Grundlagen und Wissensgebiete auf einen Blick.
Durch die übersichtliche Darstellung und das Sachregister optimal für das systematische
Lernen und zum Nachschlagen geeignet.
Martin Buber's work suggests that real life begins with two individuals engaged in dialogue, not
just taking care of one's own needs as described in social Darwinism. Arnett argues that the
end of the age of abundance demands that we give up the communicative strategies of the
past and seek to work together in the midst of limited resources and an uncertain future.
Today's situation calls for an unwavering commitment to Buber's ?narrow ridge” concern for
both self and community. Arnett illustrates the narrow ridge definition of interpersonal
communication with rich examples. His vignettes demonstrate effective and ineffective
approaches to human community. An effective approach, he makes clear, incorporates not
only openness to others' points of view but also a willingness to be persuaded.
In this wide-ranging historical introduction to philosophical hermeneutics, Jean Grondin
discusses the major figures from Philo to Habermas, analyzes conflicts between various
interpretive schools, and provides a persuasive critique of Gadamer's view of hermeneutic
history, though in other ways Gadamer's Truth and Method serves as a model for Grondin's
approach. Grondin begins with brief overviews of the pre-nineteenth-century thinkers Philo,
Origen, Augustine, Luther, Flacius, Dannhauer, Chladenius, Meier, Rambach, Ast, and
Schlegel. Next he provides more extensive treatments of such major nineteenth-century
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figures as Schleiermacher, Böckh, Droysen, and Dilthey. There are full chapters devoted to
Heidegger and Gadamer as well as shorter discussions of Betti, Habermas, and Derrida.
Because he is the first to pay close attention to pre-Romantic figures, Grondin is able to show
that the history of hermeneutics cannot be viewed as a gradual, steady progression in the
direction of complete universalization. His book makes it clear that even in the early period,
hermeneutic thinkers acknowledged a universal aspect in interpretation--that long before
Schleiermacher, hermeneutics was philosophical and not merely practical. In revising and
correcting the standard account, Grondin's book is not merely introductory but revisionary,
suitable for beginners as well as advanced students in the field.
Interpretation as the Engagement of Operational Artifacts is a refreshing look at the conceptual
tools provided by hermeneutics with a foreword by Jeff Mitscherling
In this concentrated, intelligible, and useful introductory volume Stanley Porter and Jason
Robinson give a splendid overview of hermeneutical and interpretive thought. Neither an allinclusive survey that moves too quickly over the surface of complex issues nor a specialized
volume on a single, narrow topic, Porter and Robinson's Hermeneutics provides critical
analysis of major movements and figures in hermeneutics and interpretive theory in the
modern era -- from Schleiermacher and Heidegger to Thiselton and Culpepper -- showing
especially how these interpreters and their movements have impacted biblical and theological
study.
A new translation and edition of the founding text of modern hermeneutics.
This volume begins with an autobiographical sketch and culminates in a conversation with
Jean Grondin that looks back over a lifetime of productive philosophical work.
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This book provides an innovative approach to meeting the challenges faced by philosophical
hermeneutics in interpreting an ever-changing and multicultural world. Rudolf A. Makkreel
proposes an orientational and reflective conception of interpretation in which judgment plays a
central role. Moving beyond the dialogical approaches found in much of contemporary
hermeneutics, he focuses instead on the diagnostic use of reflective judgment, not only to
discern the differentiating features of the phenomena to be understood, but also to orient us to
the various meaning contexts that can frame their interpretation. Makkreel develops
overlooked resources of Kant’s transcendental thought in order to reconceive hermeneutics as
a critical inquiry into the appropriate contextual conditions of understanding and interpretation.
He shows that a crucial task of hermeneutical critique is to establish priorities among the
contexts that may be brought to bear on the interpretation of history and culture. The final
chapter turns to the contemporary art scene and explores how orientational contexts can be
reconfigured to respond to the ways in which media of communication are being transformed
by digital technology. Altogether, Makkreel offers a promising way of thinking about the shifting
contexts that we bring to bear on interpretations of all kinds, whether of texts, art works, or the
world.
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