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Every culture has in its folklore and mythology beings of immense size and strength, as well as other preternatural
humanoids great or small who walk among us, serving the divine or fulfilling their own agendas. This book catalogs the
lore and legends of more than 1,000 different humanoid species and individual beings, including the Titans, Valkyries,
Jotnar, y?kai, biblical giants, elves, ogres, trolls and many more.
What do all human languages have in common and in what ways are they different? How can language be used to trace
different peoples and their past? Are certain languages similar because of common descent or language contact?
Assuming no prior knowledge of linguistics, this textbook introduces readers to the rich diversity of human languages,
familiarizing students with the variety and typology of languages around the world. Linguistic terms and concepts are
explained, in the text and in the glossary, and illustrated with simple, accessible examples. Eighteen language maps and
numerous language family charts enable students to place a language geographically or genealogically. A supporting
website includes additional language maps and sound recordings that can be used to illustrate the peculiarities of the
sound systems of various languages. 'Test yourself' questions throughout the book make it easier for students to analyze
data from unfamiliar languages.
Okinawan women discuss how their lives have been affected by the United States military presence on the island.
Who are the people of the Ryukyu Islands? How could they survive and prosper on small, isolated islands? How did the
independent Ryukyu Kingdom become a major player in East Asian medieval trade? Ancient Ryukyu explores 30,000
years of human occupation in the Ryukyu Islands, from the earliest human presence in the region up to A.D. 1609 and
the emergence of the Ryukyu Kingdom. It focuses on the unique geopolitical position of the islands, their environment,
and the many human communities whose historical activities can be discerned. Drawing on the impressive work of
dozens of local archaeologists who have brought the islands’ early history to life, Richard Pearson describes explorers
and sojourners and colonists who arrived thousands of years ago, and their ancient trade links to Japan, Korea, and
China. Through a case study focused on the medieval castles and palaces of the Ryukyu Kingdom, he demonstrates the
vigorous trade taking place in East Asia before the arrival of the Europeans in the sixteenth century A.D. He also shows
how archaeologists have sought to reconstruct monuments on Okinawa Island that were obliterated in the Battle of
Okinawa in 1945. Through analysis of work completed at about 120 sites described in dozens of rare Japanese
government reports with limited circulation, Pearson is able to show that many modern features of the culture, politics,
and economy of the Ryukyu Islands have very deep roots. The book concludes with a discussion of aspects of Ryukyu
archaeology that are significant for world archaeology and the archaeology of islands. Ancient Ryukyu offers an up-todate treatment of an unusually long span of human history in the Ryukyu Islands and will become the definitive work in
English on the premodern era.
The first Okinawan immigrants arrived in Honolulu in January 1900 to work as contract laborers on Hawai'i's sugar
plantations. Over time Okinawans would continue migrating east to the continental U.S., Canada, Brazil, Peru, Argentina,
Bolivia, Mexico, Cuba, Paraguay, New Caledonia, and the islands of Micronesia. The essays in this volume
commemorate these diasporic experiences within the geopolitical context of East Asia. Using primary sources and oral
history, individual contributors examine how Okinawan identity was constructed in the various countries to which
Okinawans migrated, and how their experiences were shaped by the Japanese nation-building project and by
globalization. Essays explore the return to Okinawan sovereignty, or what Nobel Laureate Oe Kenzaburo called an
"impossible possibility," and the role of the Okinawan labor diaspora in Japan's imperial expansion into the Philippines
and Micronesia. Contributors: Arakaki Makoto, Robert K. Arakaki, Hokama Shuzen, Edith M. Kaneshiro, Ronald Y.
Nakasone, Nomura Koya, Shirota Chika, Tomiyama Ichiro, Wesley Ueunten.
In 1970, nine members of a Japanese New Left group called the Red Army Faction hijacked a domestic airliner to North
Korea with dreams of acquiring the military training to bring about a revolution in Japan. The North Korean government
accepted the hijackers—who became known in the media as the Yodog? group, based on the name of the hijacked
plane—and two years later they announced their conversion to juche, North Korea’s new political ideology. Little was
heard from the exiles until 1988, when a member of Yodog? was unexpectedly arrested in Japan, and communications
with the group opened up in the context of his trial. As a former Red Army Faction member, journalist K?ji Takazawa
made several trips to North Korea, reestablished his ties to the group’s leader Takamaro Tamiya, and helped to publish
the group’s writings in Japan. After Kim Il Sung revealed that Yodog? members had Japanese wives, Takazawa
published a book of interviews with the women, but in the process became suspicious about the romantic stories they
told. He also wondered about the members who were missing and learned more details in long, private conversations
with Tamiya. After Tamiya’s sudden death in 1995, Takazawa launched his own investigation of what the group had
actually been doing for two decades, even traveling to Europe to follow traces there. An example of superb investigative
journalism, Destiny: The Secret Operations of the Yodog? Exiles offers K?ji Takazawa’s powerful story of how he
exposed the Yodog? group’s involvement in the kidnapping and luring of several young Japanese to North Korea, as
well as the truth behind their Japanese wives’ presence in the country. Takazawa’s careful research was validated in
2002, when the North Korean government publicly acknowledged it had kidnapped thirteen Japanese citizens during the
1970s and 1980s, including three people whom Takazawa had connected to the Yodog? hijackers. Embedded in his
pursuit toward what truly happened to the Yodog? members is Takazawa’s personal reflection of the 1970s, a decade
when radical student activism swept Japan, and what it meant to those whose lives were forever changed.
Have you ever wondered if all those ghost stories and bits of folklore your obaa told you were true? After the tragic loss
of their mother, Kiko and Yuki move to Okinawa to live with their mysterious grandmother. In a new world of language,
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culture, food and magical arts, Kiko learns she must unlock her mystic destiny as a yuta to avenge her mother's death
against the Iron Dragon.
In 1983, concerned about the need to record and explain the experiences of Okinawans caught up in Battle of Okinawa, the local
Ryukyu Shimpo newspaper carried out several hundred interviews with survivors. With explanatory comment added, this was
published first in serial form, then later as a book. Tens of thousands of Okinawans were killed in the relentless bombardment by
American forces, ten of thousands more local recruits died in Home Guard units, thousands of starvation and malaria in places
away from the fighting, hundreds of young students died in the Blood and Iron Student Corps or as nurse's aides tending to
wounded soldiers in hospital caves, and hundreds of evacuees lost their lives in ships sunk by U.S. submarines or aircraft. There
were even people who took their own lives, or the lives of loved ones, to avoid what they had been told by the Japanese Army
would be a far worse fate at the hands of American captors. Descent into Hell is the story of this apocalyptic struggle as told by
those Okinawans who survived.
**Lowell Thomas Annual Travel Book Award Silver Medal Winner 2015** Travel to the most inspiring tropical islands on the planet!
Everything you need is in this one convenient Okinawa travel guide—including a large pull-out map. Okinawa and the Ryukyu
Islands is the first comprehensive travel guide to the 150 sub-tropical island chain that stretches across 600 miles from Japan to
Taiwan. These are some of the most stunningly beautiful islands in the world! Trek up active volcanoes, soak in nature hot springs,
enjoy pristine white sand beaches, and sample Okinawa's superb homegrown cuisine. Experienced author Robert Walker tells you
how to get there, where to go, where to stay and what to do, including: Ferry schedules and flights Lodgings on all inhabited
islands Best beaches and surf spots Hikes and nature walks Sights suitable for families with children Historical and cultural
landmarks Illustrated with over 200 color photographs and 40 maps, this book provides essential travel tips to help tourists avoid
costly mistakes. It also includes a large fold-out map of Okinawa and the Ryukyu chain with insets for the major islands and cities.
This volume is a tribute to Professor Vovin’s research and a summary of the latest developments in his fields of expertise.
'Life is difficult. This is a great truth, one of the greatest truths.' A timeless classic in personal development, The Road Less
Travelled is a landmark work that has inspired millions. Drawing on the experiences of his career as a psychiatrist, Scott Peck
combines scientific and spiritual views to guide us through the difficult, painful times in life by showing us how to confront our
problems through the key principles of discipline, love and grace. Teaching us how to distinguish dependency from love, how to
become a more sensitive parent and how to connect with your true self, this incredible book is the key to accepting and
overcoming life's challenges and achieving a higher level of self-understanding.
In her book, The Closed Hand: Images of the Japanese in Modern Peruvian Literature, Rebecca Riger Tsurumi captures the
remarkable story behind the changing human landscape in Peru at the end of the nineteenth century when Japanese immigrants
established what would become the second largest Japanese community in South America. She analyzes how non-Japanese
Peruvian narrators unlock the unspoken attitudes and beliefs about the Japanese held by mainstream Peruvian society, as
reflected in works written between l966 and 2006. Tsurumi explores how these Peruvian literary giants, including Mario Vargas
Llosa, Miguel GutiÃ©rrez, Alfredo Bryce Echenique, Carmen OllÃ©, Pilar Dughi, and Mario Bellatin, invented Japanese characters
whose cultural differences fascinated and confounded their creators. She compares the outsider views of these Peruvian narrators
with the insider perceptions of two Japanese Peruvian poets, JosÃ© Watanabe and Doris Moromisato, who tap personal
experiences and memories to create images that define their identities.The book begins with a brief sociohistorical overview of
Japan and Peru, describing the conditions in both nations that resulted in Japanese immigration to Peru and concluding in
contemporary times. Tsurumi traces the evolution of the terms OrientÂ and Japanese/OrientalÂ and the depiction of Asians in
Modernista poetry and in later works by Octavio Paz and Jorge Luis Borges. She analyzes the images of the Japanese portrayed
in individual works of modern Peruvian narrative, comparing them with those created in Japanese Peruvian poetry. The book
concludes with an appendix containing excerpts from Tsurumi's interviews and correspondence in Spanish with writers and poets
in Lima and Mexico City.
Why do Ryukyu’s official histories locate the origins of its early dynastic founders in Iheya and Izena, small islands located
northwest of Okinawa? Why did the Ming court extend favorable trade terms to Ryukyuan rulers? What was the nature of
Okinawa’s enigmatic principalities, Sannan, Ch?zan, and Hokuzan? When and how did the Ryukyu islands become united under
a single ruler? Was this Ryukyuan state an empire, why did it go to war with the powerful Japanese domain of Satsuma in 1609,
and what actually happened during that war? Answers to these and other key questions concerning early Ryukyuan history can be
found in this bold reappraisal by a leading authority on the subject. Conventional portrayals of early Ryukyu are based on official
histories written between 1650 and 1750. Taking an interdisciplinary approach, Gregory Smits makes extensive use of scholarship
in archaeology and anthropology and leverages unconventional sources such as the Omoro s?shi (a collection of ancient songs) to
present a fundamental rethinking of early Ryukyu. Instead of treating Ryukyu as a natural, self-contained cultural or political
community, he examines it as part of a maritime network extending from coastal Korea to the islands of Tsushima and Iki, along
the western shore of Kyushu, and through the Ryukyu Arc to coastal China. Smits asserts that Ryukyuan culture did not spring
from the soil of Okinawa: He highlights Ryukyu’s northern roots and the role of wak? (pirate-merchant seafarers) in the formation
of power centers throughout the islands, uncovering their close historical connections with the coastal areas of western Japan and
Korea. Unlike conventional Ryukyuan histories that open with Okinawa, Maritime Ryukyu starts with the northern island of Kikai,
an international crossroads during the eleventh century. It also focuses on other important but often overlooked territories such as
the Tokara islands and Kumejima, in addition to bringing the northern and southern Ryukyu islands into a story that all too often
centers almost exclusively on Okinawa. Readers interested in the history of the Ryukyu islands, premodern Japan, and East Asia,
as well as maritime history, will welcome this original and persuasive volume.
The author tells how she survived the American invasion of Okinawa after she was separated from her family at age seven.
A literary anthology showcasing Okinawan Americans, featuring plays, essays, and memoirs.
The experiences of Okinawans in mainland Japan, like those of migrant minorities elsewhere, derive from a legacy of colonialism, war, and
alien rule. Okinawans have long coped with a society in which differences are often considered “strange” or “wrong,” and with a central
government that has imposed a mono-cultural standard in education, publicly priding itself on the nation’s mythical “homogeneity.” They
have felt strong pressures to assimilate by adopting mainland Japanese culture and concealing or discarding their own. Recently, however, a
growing pride in roots has inspired more Okinawan migrants and their descendants to embrace their own history and culture and to speak out
against inequities. Their experiences, like those of minorities in other countries, have opened them to an acute and illuminating perspective,
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given voice in personal testimony, literature, and song. Although much has been written on Okinawan emigration abroad, this is the first book
in English to consider the Okinawan diaspora in Japan. It is based on a wide variety of secondary and primary sources, including interviews
conducted by the author in the greater Osaka area over a two-year period. The work begins with the experiences of women who worked in
Osaka’s spinning factories in the early twentieth century, covers the years of the Pacific War and the prolonged U.S. military occupation of
Okinawa, and finally treats the period following Okinawa’s reversion to Japan in 1972. Throughout, it examines the impact of government
and corporate policies, along with popular attitudes, for a compelling account of the Okinawan diaspora in the context of contemporary
Japan’s struggle to acknowledge its multiethnic society. The Okinawan Diaspora in Japan will find a ready audience among students of
contemporary Japanese history and East Asian societies, as well as general readers interested in Okinawans and other minorities living in
Japan.
HONG Yunshin analyzes Japanese military “comfort stations” in the Okinawan war (1945), and their revival during the US occupation
(1945–72), through Okinawan eyes. Marshaling eyewitness accounts and archival materials, she uses these “sites of remembrance” to
reexamine wartime sexual violence.
In Synchrony and Diachrony of Okinawan and Premodern Japanese Kakari Musubi, Rumiko Shinzato and Leon A. Serafim offer
reconstructions, comparative-functional analyses, and evaluations of grammaticalization-based hypotheses on kakari musubi's origin,
development, and demise.
This comprehensive compilation of entries documents the origins, transmissions, and transformations of Asian American folklore and folklife.
* More than 600 entries * Contributions from more than 170 expert contributors * Introductory essays covering disciplinary theories and
methods in the study of folklore and folklife * An appendix of Asian American folktales
The UNESCO atlas on endangered languages recognizes the Ryukyuan languages as constituting languages in their own right. This
represents a dramatic shift in the ontology of Japan’s linguistic make-up. Ryukyuan linguistics needs to be established as an independent
field of study with its own research agenda and objects. This handbook delineates that the UNESCO classification is now well established
and adequate. Linguists working on the Ryukyuan languages are well advised to refute the ontological status of the Ryukyuan languages as
dialects. The Ryukyuan languages constitute a branch of the Japonic language family, which consists of five unroofed Abstand (language by
distance) languages.The Handbook of Ryukyuan Languages provides for the most appropriate and up-to-date answers pertaining to
Ryukyuan language structures and use, and the ways in which these languages relate to Ryukyuan society and history. It comprises 33
chapters, written by the leading experts of Ryukyuan languages. Each chapter delineates the boundaries and the research history of the field
it addresses, comprises the most important and representative information.
Long denigrated as dialects of Japanese, the Ryukyuan languages are today recognized as languages in their own right. However, speakers
of Ryukyuan languages have suffered from stigmatization, oppressive language policies and domination from outside the Ryukyu
Archipelago. As a result, the Ryukyuan languages are now severely endangered. This volume depicts, roughly in chronological order,
aspects which have led to the language crisis in the Ryukyus today. Taking account of these factors is important because endangered
languages can only be maintained and revitalized on the basis of a comprehensive understanding of why these languages became
endangered in the first place. The chapters of this book have been written by leading experts in Ryukyuan sociolinguistics and the scope
encompasses the entire field. It sheds light on the dark side of language modernization, on a misplaced obsession with monolingualism, and
on Japan’s difficulties in surmounting its invented self-image.

A searing, deeply candid memoir about a young woman's journey to understanding her complicated parents—her mother an
Okinawan war bride, her father a Vietnam veteran—and her own, fraught cultural heritage. Elizabeth's mother was working as a
nightclub hostess on U.S.-occupied Okinawa when she met the American soldier who would become her husband. The language
barrier and power imbalance that defined their early relationship followed them to the predominantly white, upstate New York
suburb where they moved to raise their only daughter. There, Elizabeth grew up with the trappings of a typical American childhood
and adolescence. Yet even though she felt almost no connection to her mother's distant home, she also felt out of place among
her peers. Decades later, Elizabeth comes to recognize the shame and self-loathing that haunt both her and her mother, and
attempts a form of reconciliation, not only to come to terms with the embattled dynamics of her family but also to reckon with the
injustices that reverberate throughout the history of Okinawa and its people. Clear-eyed and profoundly humane, Speak, Okinawa
is a startling accomplishment—a heartfelt exploration of identity, inheritance, forgiveness, and what it means to be an American.
"The first full–length monograph on the history of the Ryukyu Islands in any Western language…a standard work."—Pacific Affairs
Okinawa: The History of an Island People is the definitive book available in English on the history of Okinawa and the Ryukyu
Islands, and an influential scholarly work in the field of Japanese studies. The histories of Japan, Okinawa and the entire Pacific
region are crucially intertwined; therefore the review of this fascinating chain of islands is crucial to understanding all of East Asia.
Few people can point to Okinawa on a map, yet this tiny island sitting between China and Japan is a hub for international affairs.
The island was, and continues to be, one of the most crucial Asian nerve centers in all U.S. strategic defense. Ninety percent of all
U.S. military forces in Japan are located on Okinawa, and more than 500,000 military personnel and their families have lived there.
In Okinawa: The History of an Island People, noted Eastern affairs specialist George Kerr recounts the fascinating history of the
island and its environs, from 1314 A.D. to the late twentieth century. First published in 1958, this edition features an introduction
and appendix by Okinawa history scholar Mitsugu Sakihara, making this the most comprehensive resource on the intriguing island
of Okinawa.
This English translation of a key work by one of Okinawa’s most respected historians, Mamoru Akamine, provides a compelling
new picture of the role played by the Ryukyu Kingdom in the history of East Asia. Okinawa Island, from which the present-day
Japanese prefecture derives its name, is the largest of the Ryukyu Islands, an archipelago that stretches between Japan and
Taiwan. In the present volume, Akamine chronicles the rise of the Ryukyu Kingdom in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, when
it played a major part in East Asian trade and diplomacy. Then Ryukyu was indeed the cornerstone in a vibrant East Asian trade
sphere centered on Ming China, linking what we now call Japan, Korea, and China to Southeast Asia. With historical and cultural
connections to both Japan and China, Ryukyu also mediated diplomatically between the two nations, whose leaders more often
than not refused to deal with each other directly. But eventually the kingdom became a victim of its own success. Political
developments in China and Japan starting in the sixteenth century brought great changes to the region, and in 1609 Ryukyu was
invaded by Satsuma, Japan’s southernmost domain. The China-Japan geopolitical rivalry would in time be acted out within
Ryukyu itself, as one faction strove to maintain ties with China while another supported union with rapidly modernizing Japan.
Throughout the work Akamine’s approach to Ryukyu history is distinguished by his expert use of Chinese and Korean sources,
which allows him to examine events from several different angles. This contributes to a broad, sweeping narrative, revealing an
East Asia made up of many shifting and interrelated parts—not just nation states pursuing their own interests. Akamine’s facility
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with Chinese texts in particular uncovers telling details that add considerably to the historical record. His meticulous account of one
of Ryukyu’s tribute missions to China, for example, or the role of feng shui in the design of Shuri Castle, the royal and
administrative center of the kingdom, is detailed without being pedantic. As a result, readers will come away with a broader, more
informed understanding of Ryukyu’s significance in the region and the complexity of its relations with its neighbors.
Uchinanchu is the term used by Okinawan immigrants and their descendants in Hawai'i to identify themselves as an ethnic group
distinct from the Yamatunchu or Naichi of Japan's four main islands. Though Japanese, linguistic and cultural differences as well
as their late arrival in the islands made the Uchinanchu targets of Naichi prejudice in the past. Pressure from without and
determination from within the group caused Hawai'i's Uchinanchu to pull together with pride in the face of adversity. Some 25,000
men, women, and children left their impoverished Okinawan homeland between 1900 and 1924, hoping for a better life in Hawai'i.
Their early experiences were marked by hard, lean years on sugar and pineapple plantations. In this book, eighty- and ninety-yearold issei, first generation immigrants, describe through interviews what it was like to pull up roots in their homeland and make new
lives in the islands. The story of the gradual development and progress of the Okinawan community is unfolded through articles on
labor, religion, culture, business, agriculture, government, son (village) clubs, and community-wide organizations. Uchinanchu
supports and promotes pride in the culture, history, and contributions of Okinawans in Hawai'i. It also adds another chapter to our
understanding of Hawai'i's rich, diverse, multi-ethnic heritage.
Book is clean and tight. No writing in text. Like New
Between 1609 and 1879, the geographical, political, and ideological status of the Kingdom of Ryukyu (modern Okinawa) was
characterized by its ambiguity. It was subordinate to its larger neighbors, China and Japan, yet an integral part of neither. A
Japanese invasion force from Satsuma had conquered the kingdom in 1609, resulting in its partial incorporation into Tokugawa
Japan's bakuhan state. Given Ryukyu's long-standing ties with China and East Asian foreign relations following the rise of the
Qing dynasty, however, the bakufu maintained only an indirect link with Ryukyu from the mid-seventeenth century onward. Thus
Ryukyu was able to exist as a quasi-independent kingdom for more than two centuries-albeit amidst a complex web of trade and
diplomatic agreements involving the bakufu, Satsuma, Fujian, and Beijing. During this time, Ryukyu's ambiguous position relative
to China and Japan prompted its elites to fashion their own visions of Ryukyuan identity. Created in a dialogic relationship to both
a Chinese and Japanese Other, these visions informed political programs intended to remake Ryukyu. In this innovative and
provocative study, Gregory Smits explores early-modern perceptions of Ryukyu and their effect on its political culture and
institutions. He describes the major historical circumstances that informed early-modern discourses of Ryukyuan identity and
examines the strategies used by leading intellectual and political figures to fashion, promote, and implement their visions of
Ryukyu. Early-modern visions of Ryukyu were based on Confucianism, Buddhism, and other ideologies of the time. Eventually one
vision prevailed, becoming the theoretical basis of the early-modern state by the middle of the eighteenth century. Employing
elements of Confucianism, the scholar and government official Sai On (1682-1761) argued that the kingdom's destiny lay primarily
with Ryukyuans themselves and that moral parity with Japan and China was within its grasp. Despite Satsuma's control over its
diplomatic and economic affairs, Sai envisioned Ryukyu as an ideal Confucian state with government and state rituals based on
the Chinese model. In examining Sai's thought and political program, this volume sheds new light on Confucian praxis and,
conversely, uncovers one variety of an East Asian prenational imagined political/cultural community.
The Okinawan-English Wordbook, written by the late Mitsugu Sakihara, historian and native speaker of the Naha dialect of
Okinawa, is an all-new concise dictionary of the modern Okinawan language with definitions and explanations in English. The first
substantive Okinawan-English lexicon in more than a century, it represents a much-needed addition to the library of reference
materials on the language. The Wordbook opens to lay user and linguist alike an area heretofore accessible almost exclusively in
Japanese works and adds to the general body of scholarship on various Ryukyuan languages and dialects by providing a succinct
but comprehensive picture of modern colloquial Okinawan. The current work comprises nearly 10,000 entries, many with
encyclopedic discussion, drawn from a wide variety of sources in addition to the author’s native knowledge and from numerous
areas of interest, with emphasis on the cultural traditions of Okinawa. Entries reflect both contemporary Naha usage and
archaisms and areal variants when these are of cultural, historical, or linguistic interest. Thus, in addition to being a comprehensive
portrait of the modern Okinawan language, the Wordbook serves as an implicit introduction to the rich field of Japanese dialect
studies. Prefatory material discusses the phonology of Okinawan and the romanization scheme employed in the book, with
particular attention to phonological features of the language likely to be unfamiliar to native English speakers and those acquainted
only with Japanese. A general introduction to the conjugation of verbs and adjectives in Okinawan is made as well.

In this volume, Leon A. Serafim and Rumiko Shinzato offer a grammatical and phonological description of the Old
Okinawan language for comparison with other Ryukyuan languages and Old Japanese, phonologically reconstructing,
translating, and annotating selected omoros.
Fairies have been revered and feared, sometimes simultaneously, throughout recorded history. This encyclopedia of
concise entries, from the A-senee-ki-waku of northeastern North America to the Zips of Central America and Mexico,
includes more than 2,500 individual beings and species of fairy and nature spirits from a wide range of mythologies and
religions from all over the globe.
Intimacy Across the Fencelines examines intimacy in the form of sexual encounters, dating, marriage, and family that
involve US service members and local residents. Rebecca Forgash analyzes the stories of individual US service
members and their Okinawan spouses and family members against the backdrop of Okinawan history, political and
economic entanglements with Japan and the United States, and a longstanding anti-base movement. The narratives
highlight the simultaneously repressive and creative power of military "fencelines," sites of symbolic negotiation and
struggle involving gender, race, and class that divide the social landscape in communities that host US bases. Intimacy
Across the Fencelines anchors the global US military complex and US-Japan security alliance in intimate everyday
experiences and emotions, illuminating important aspects of the lived experiences of war and imperialism.
Since the 1980s theories and studies of grammaticalization have provided a major source of inspiration for the
description and explanation of language change, giving rise to many publications and conferences. This collection
presents original, empirical studies that explore various facets of grammaticalization research of both formal and
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functional orientation. The papers of this selection deal with general issues and specific empirical domains, such as
personal pronouns; indefinite pronouns; final particles; tense and aspect markers; comitative markers and coordinating
conjunctions. The languages covered include English, German, dialects of Italian, Japanese, Polish, and Walman
(Papuan). The book will be of great interest to linguists working on language change in a wide variety of languages.
This delightfully illustrated children's story tells the tale of a Kijimuna (forest spirit) using its magic to bring a Shisa
(guardian lion) to life and taking it for a swim in the beautiful ocean. This bilingual book contains the original Japanese
story and its English translation. This is an excellent book for early elementary school children and can help them with
their English and Japanese reading lessons. Parents will also enjoy reading this story to younger children. You'll have
lots of fun sharing this book with your little ones.
In a new era of global conflict involving non-state actors, At War with Words offers a provocative perspective on the role
of language in the genesis, conduct and consequence of mass violence. Sociolinguistics meets political science and
communication studies in order to examine interdependence between armed conflict and language. As phenomena
attributed only to humans, both armed conflict and language are visible on two axes: language as war discourse, and
language as a social policy subject to change by the victorious. In this unique volume, internationally known contributors
provide original data and new insights that illuminate roles of text and talk in creating identities of enemies, justifications
for violence, and accompanying propaganda. Incorporating contexts from around the world, this collection's topics range
from a radio talk show hosts' inflammatory rhetoric to the semantic poverty of the lexicon of mass destruction. The first
eight chapters discuss war texts. How does language serve as a vehicle to incite, justify, and resolve an armed conflict?
Case studies from the US to China, and from Austria to Ghana detail such a progression to, through, and from war. The
book's second part reflects the understanding of language as a symbol of power achieved by a victorious side in war.
Five chapters discuss cases from Okinawa, Croatia, Cyprus, Palau, and Northern Ireland. Edited by a sociolinguist and a
political scientist, At War with Words includes chapters by Michael Billig, Paul Chilton, Ruth Wodak and a dozen other
prominent linguists and communications scholars. This book will be of interest to linguists, media scholars and political
scientists, but is also accessible to any reader interested in language and war. Teachers will find particular chapters
useful as course material in discourse analysis, language policy, war and peace studies, conflict resolution, mass
communication, and other related disciplines.
Can we really memorize anything? The answer is, ‘Yes we can!’ From Guinness World Record holders (for conducting
the largest maths class on memorizing times tables till 99) Aditi Singhal and Sudhir Singhal comes a book that will serve
as a manual to explore the immense power of your memory through a scientific yet simple approach. It will: • Explain
concepts with simple illustrations • While teaching you memory techniques, it will also discuss their application in real life,
like memorizing appointments, presentations, names and faces, long answers, spellings, formulae, vocabulary, foreign
languages and general information • Give the scientific interpretation of ancient memory-enhancing practices that will be
particularly useful for students, teachers, professors, doctors, managers, marketing and other professionals as well as
the common man Following the unparalleled success of How to Become a Human Calculator, Aditi Singhal and Sudhir
Singhal turn their hands to helping you master the right method to input any information using which you can easily
memorize anything and, more important, recall it whenever required.
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