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Political Tribes Group Instinct And The Fate Of
Nations
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER * An urgent argument that America and other democracies
are in peril because they have lost the will to defend the values and institutions that sustain
freedom and prosperity. Now updated with a new preface! "Epic and debate-shifting."--David
Brooks, New York Times Only once in the last 250,000 years have humans stumbled upon a
way to lift ourselves out of the endless cycle of poverty, hunger, and war that defines most of
history. If democracy, individualism, and the free market were humankind's destiny, they
should have appeared and taken hold a bit earlier in the evolutionary record. The emergence
of freedom and prosperity was nothing short of a miracle. As Americans we are doubly
blessed, because the radical ideas that made the miracle possible were written not just into the
Constitution but in our hearts, laying the groundwork for our uniquely prosperous society.
Those ideas are: * Our rights come from God, not from the government. * The government
belongs to us; we do not belong to it. * The individual is sovereign. We are all captains of our
own souls, not bound by the circumstances of our birth. * The fruits of our labors belong to us.
In the last few decades, these political virtues have been turned into vices. As we are
increasingly taught to view our traditions as a system of oppression, exploitation, and privilege,
the principles of liberty and the rule of law are under attack from left and right. For the West to
survive, we must renew our sense of gratitude for what our civilization has given us and
rediscover the ideals and habits of the heart that led us out of the bloody muck of the past--or
back to the muck we will go.
Summary and Analysis based on Amy Chua's Political Tribes: Group Instinct and the Fate of
Nations || Summarized by Brief Books IMPORTANT NOTE TO READERS: This is a summary
and analysis companion book based on Amy Chua's Political Tribes: Group Instinct and the
Fate of Nations. This is not meant to supplement your original reading experience, but rather
enhance it. We strongly encourage you to purchase the original book at the following link:
https://amzn.to/2qM1yRF Political Tribes by Amy Chua is an engaging insight into humanity's
innate tribalism. Humans need to belong to groups and maintain fulfilling bonds with others.
Tribalism is not only about inclusion in a group, it is also about exclusion to those outside of the
group. Group identity in one's tribe is not based on the country they live in, it is actually "ethnic,
regional, religious, sectarian, or clan based." The United States is as tribal as any other nation
despite its melting pot of ethnicities and cultures. U.S. foreign policymakers over the decades
have been totally blinded by its ideology, emphasis of capitalism and democracy, and derision
of com-munism. Lessons were not learned and the same mistakes were made repeatedly in
Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghanistan. Our foreign interventions turned swaths of the populations we
were trying to help against us, empowering anti-American extremists in the process. The
popularity of Donald Trump the politician can be attributed to group identity as America's elites
entirely discarded the tribal aspect of American politics and the "powerful anti-establishment
iden-tity forming within the working class that helped elect Donald Trump." Chua calls the U.S.
"a tribe of tribes" and a "super-group," membership of which is open to anyone of any
background. However, these individuals can maintain their subgroup iden-tity (ethnicity,
religion, culture). America is now witnessing the beginnings of ethnonationalism in many
respects, propelled by a significant backlash against the establishment, followed by a
reciprocal backlash from those elites against the masses, and "the transformation of
democracy into an engine of zero-sum political tribalism." Chua offers hope in the Epilogue,
describing an America that has a chance to turn this division around if we view each other as
fellow human beings and fellow Americans who mostly want the same thing for ourselves and
our country. BUY YOUR COPY TODAY! Learn about the political tribes of our nation, and how
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they can affect YOU!
Political Tribes” is a book written by bestseller author Amy Chua. In it, she argues that
Americans tend to always regard the world in terms of countries engaged in great ideological
combats, for example, Democracy vs. Authoritarianism or Capitalism vs. Communism. Chua
defines this as a blindness that is responsible for undermining American foreign policy. She
claims America must find a national identity that goes beyond political tribes. She says that
slogans of unity are false and just another form of discord and calls for a different type of
harmony, a more difficult one, that recognizes and fights the reality of tribe inequities and
differences.
The great themes woven through John Lukacs's spirited, concise history of the twentieth
century are inseparable from the author's own intellectual preoccupations: the fading of
liberalism, the rise of populism and nationalism, the achievements and dangers of technology,
the continuing democratization of the globe, and the limitations of knowledge.
'A beautifully written, eminently readable and uniquely important challenge to conventional
wisdom' J. D. Vance, author of Hillbilly ElegyNever has our society felt more divided. In
Political Tribes, Amy Chua diagnoses the cause of our current political discord: tribalism. In
many parts of the world, the group identities that matter most - the ones that people will kill and
die for - are ethnic, religious, sectarian or clan-based. Time and time again our blindness to
tribalism has undermined our foreign policy. At home, we have recently witnessed the rise of
identity politics, a movement that encourages us to define ourselves against, and thereby
exclude, others. The shock results of the US election and the Brexit referendum show that
tribalism is a social truth that we ignore at our peril. When people are defined by their
differences to each other, extremism becomes the common ground, and the grand ideals of
democracy have a hard time competing with a more primal need to belong. If we are to
transcend our political tribes, we must rediscover a broader, more nuanced unity that
acknowledges the reality of our group differences. Insightful, challenging and provocative, Amy
Chua's groundbreaking book could not be more timely.
Nations are not trapped by their pasts, but events that happened hundreds or even thousands
of years ago continue to exert huge influence on present-day politics. If we are to understand
the politics that we now take for granted, we need to understand its origins. Francis Fukuyama
examines the paths that different societies have taken to reach their current forms of political
order. This book starts with the very beginning of mankind and comes right up to the eve of the
French and American revolutions, spanning such diverse disciplines as economics,
anthropology and geography. The Origins of Political Order is a magisterial study on the
emergence of mankind as a political animal, by one of the most eminent political thinkers
writing today.
Whiteshift: the turbulent journey from a world of racially homogeneous white majorities to one
of racially hybrid majorities This is the century of whiteshift. As Western societies are becoming
increasingly mixed-race, demographic change is transforming politics. Over half of American
babies are non-white, and by the end of the century, minorities and those of mixed race are
projected to form the majority in the UK and other countries. The early stages of this
transformation have led to a populist disruption, tearing a path through the usual politics of left
and right. Ethnic transformation will continue, but conservative whites are unlikely to exit
quietly; their feelings of alienation are already redrawing political lines and convulsing societies
across the West. One of the most crucial challenges of our time is to enable conservatives as
well as cosmopolitans to view whiteshift as a positive development. In this groundbreaking
book, political scientist Eric Kaufmann examines the evidence to explore ethnic change in
North American and Western Europe. Tracing four ways of dealing with this
transformation—fight, repress, flight, and join—he charts different scenarios and calls for us to
move beyond empty talk about national identity. If we want to avoid more radical political
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divisions, he argues, we have to open up debate about the future of white majorities. Deeply
thought provoking, enriched with illustrative stories, and drawing on detailed and extraordinary
survey, demographic, and electoral data, Whiteshift will redefine the way we discuss race in
the twenty-first century.
Presents a groundbreaking investigation into the origins of morality at the core of religion and
politics, offering scholarly insight into the motivations behind cultural clashes that are polarizing
America.
A biography of Thomas Sowell, one of America's most influential conservative thinkers Thomas
Sowell is one of the great social theorists of our age. In a career spanning more than a half
century, he has written over thirty books, covering topics from economic history and social
inequality to political theory, race, and culture. His bold and unsentimental assaults on liberal
orthodoxy have endeared him to many readers but have also enraged fellow intellectuals, the
civil-rights establishment, and much of the mainstream media. The result has been a lack of
acknowledgment of his scholarship among critics who prioritize political correctness. In the first-
ever biography of Sowell, Jason Riley gives this iconic thinker his due and responds to the
detractors. Maverick showcases Sowell's most significant writings and traces the life events
that shaped his ideas and resulted in a Black orphan from the Jim Crow South becoming one
of our foremost public intellectuals.
In this sweeping history, bestselling author Amy Chua explains how globally dominant
empires—or hyperpowers—rise and why they fall. In a series of brilliant chapter-length studies,
she examines the most powerful cultures in history—from the ancient empires of Persia and
China to the recent global empires of England and the United States—and reveals the reasons
behind their success, as well as the roots of their ultimate demise. Chua's analysis uncovers a
fascinating historical pattern: while policies of tolerance and assimilation toward conquered
peoples are essential for an empire to succeed, the multicultural society that results introduces
new tensions and instabilities, threatening to pull the empire apart from within. What this
means for the United States' uncertain future is the subject of Chua's provocative and
surprising conclusion.
In both Europe and North America, populist movements have shattered existing party systems
and thrown governments into turmoil. The embattled establishment claims that these populist
insurgencies seek to overthrow liberal democracy. The truth is no less alarming but is more
complex: Western democracies are being torn apart by a new class war. In this controversial
and groundbreaking new analysis, Michael Lind, one of America’s leading thinkers, debunks
the idea that the insurgencies are primarily the result of bigotry, traces how the breakdown of
mid-century class compromises between business and labor led to the conflict, and reveals the
real battle lines. On one side is the managerial overclass—the university-credentialed elite that
clusters in high-income hubs and dominates government, the economy and the culture. On the
other side is the working class of the low-density heartlands—mostly, but not exclusively, native
and white. The two classes clash over immigration, trade, the environment, and social values,
and the managerial class has had the upper hand. As a result of the half-century decline of the
institutions that once empowered the working class, power has shifted to the institutions the
overclass controls: corporations, executive and judicial branches, universities, and the media.
The class war can resolve in one of three ways: • The triumph of the overclass, resulting in a
high-tech caste system. • The empowerment of populist, resulting in no constructive reforms •
A class compromise that provides the working class with real power Lind argues that Western
democracies must incorporate working-class majorities of all races, ethnicities, and creeds into
decision making in politics, the economy, and culture. Only this class compromise can avert a
never-ending cycle of clashes between oligarchs and populists and save democracy.
Book Summary of Political Tribes: Group Instinct and the Fate of Nations Political Tribes by
Amy Chua is an engaging insight into humanity’s innate tribalism. Humans need to belong to
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groups and maintain fulfilling bonds with others. Tribalism is not only about inclusion in a
group, it is also about exclusion to those outside of the group. Group identity in one’s tribe is
not based on the country they live in, it is actually “ethnic, regional, religious, sectarian, or clan
based.” The United States is as tribal as any other nation despite its melting pot of ethnicities
and cultures. U.S. foreign policymakers over the decades have been totally blinded by its
ideology, emphasis of capitalism and democracy, and derision of communism. Lessons were
not learned and the same mistakes were made repeatedly in Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghanistan.
Our foreign interventions turned swaths of the populations we were trying to help against us,
empowering anti-American extremists in the process.
Political Tribes: Group Instinct and the Fate of Nations by Amy Chua: Conversation Starters
"Political Tribes" is a book written by bestseller author Amy Chua. In it, she argues that
Americans tend to always regard the world in terms of countries engaged in great ideological
combats, for example Democracy vs. Authoritarianism or Capitalism vs. Communism. Chua
defines this as a blindness that is responsible for undermining American foreign policy. She
claims America must find a national identity that goes beyond political tribes. She says that
slogans of unity are false and just another form of discord and calls for a different type of
harmony, a more difficult one, that recognizes and fights the reality of tribe inequities and
differences. "Political Tribes" enjoyed a great success; reaching Amazon's best sellers rank
shortly after it was published. The Financial Times called it an important book that presents in
a clear way how America's liberals contributed to Trump's election by failing to... A Brief Look
Inside: EVERY GOOD BOOK CONTAINS A WORLD FAR DEEPER than the surface of its
pages. The characters and their world come alive, and the characters and its world still live on.
Conversation Starters is peppered with questions designed to bring us beneath the surface of
the page and invite us into the world that lives on. These questions can be used to... Create
Hours of Conversation: - Promote an atmosphere of discussion for groups - Foster a deeper
understanding of the book - Assist in the study of the book, either individually or corporately -
Explore unseen realms of the book as never seen before Disclaimer: This book you are about
to enjoy is an independent resource meant to supplement the original book. If you have not yet
read the original book, we encourage you to before purchasing this unofficial Conversation
Starters.
Why, when it comes to politics, do we often seem so gullible and uninformed? InPolitical
Animals, the bestselling historian and journalist Rick Shenkman reveals the hidden biases at
work in all of us when we enter the voting booth. Drawing on cutting-edge research in
neuroscience, evolutionary psychology, and behavioral psychology, he explains that evolution
has left us with a brain wired for the Stone Age. While these ancient instincts often work to our
advantage in our personal lives, in politics they usually don't. Modern cues set off ancient
instinctive responses that prompt us to behave in ways contrary to the good governance of our
nation. Shenkman illuminates not only the curious habits of the American voter today but also
the ways in which voter biases have shaped American political historyfrom the shark attacks
that got Woodrow Wilson elected to the people who still defend Richard Nixon against the
Watergate charges. In so doing, Shenkman probes the depths of the human mind to reveal
what we must do to fix our floundering democracy.
The bestselling author of Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother, Yale Law School Professor Amy
Chua offers a bold new prescription for reversing our foreign policy failures and overcoming
our destructive political tribalism at home Humans are tribal. We need to belong to groups. In
many parts of the world, the group identities that matter most – the ones that people will kill
and die for – are ethnic, religious, sectarian, or clan-based. But because America tends to see
the world in terms of nation-states engaged in great ideological battles – Capitalism vs.
Communism, Democracy vs. Authoritarianism, the “Free World” vs. the “Axis of Evil” – we are
often spectacularly blind to the power of tribal politics. Time and again this blindness has
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undermined American foreign policy. In the Vietnam War, viewing the conflict through Cold
War blinders, we never saw that most of Vietnam’s “capitalists” were members of the hated
Chinese minority. Every pro-free-market move we made helped turn the Vietnamese people
against us. In Iraq, we were stunningly dismissive of the hatred between that country’s Sunnis
and Shias. If we want to get our foreign policy right – so as to not be perpetually caught off
guard and fighting unwinnable wars – the United States has to come to grips with political
tribalism abroad. Just as Washington’s foreign policy establishment has been blind to the
power of tribal politics outside the country, so too have American political elites been oblivious
to the group identities that matter most to ordinary Americans – and that are tearing the United
States apart. As the stunning rise of Donald Trump laid bare, identity politics have seized both
the American left and right in an especially dangerous, racially inflected way. In America today,
every group feels threatened: whites and blacks, Latinos and Asians, men and women, liberals
and conservatives, and so on. There is a pervasive sense of collective persecution and
discrimination. On the left, this has given rise to increasingly radical and exclusionary rhetoric
of privilege and cultural appropriation. On the right, it has fueled a disturbing rise in xenophobia
and white nationalism. In characteristically persuasive style, Amy Chua argues that America
must rediscover a national identity that transcends our political tribes. Enough false slogans of
unity, which are just another form of divisiveness. It is time for a more difficult unity that
acknowledges the reality of group differences and fights the deep inequities that divide us.
We live in an age of political polarization. As political beliefs on the left and the right have been
pulled closer to the extremes, so have our social environments: we seldom interact with those
with whom we don't see eye to eye. Making matters worse, we are being appealed to--by
companies, products, and teams, for example--based on our deep-seated, polarized beliefs.
Our choice of Starbucks or Dunkin' Donuts, Costco or Sam's Club, soccer or football, New
York Times vs. Wall Street Journal is an expression of our beliefs and a reinforcement of our
choice to stay within the confines of our self-selected political community, making us even
more polarized. Letting it bleed into these choices in every corner of our lives, we take
democracy too far and it ends up keeping us apart. We overdo democracy. When we overdo
democracy, we allow it to undermine and crowd out many of the most important social goods
that democracy is meant to deliver. What's more, in overdoing democracy, we spoil certain
social goods that democracy needs in order to flourish. A thriving democracy needs citizens to
reserve space in their social lives for collective activities that are not structured by political
allegiances. To ensure the health and the future of democracy, we need to forge civic
friendships by working together in social contexts in which political affiliations and party
loyalties are not merely suppressed, but utterly beside the point. Drawing on his extensive
research, Talisse sheds light on just how deeply entrenched our political polarization has
become and opens our eyes to how often we allow politics to dictate the way we see almost
everything. By limiting our interactions with others and our experience of the world so that we
only encounter the politically like-minded, we are actually damaging the thing that democracy
is meant to preserve in the first place: the more fundamental good of recognizing and
respecting each other's standing as equals.
"That certain groups do much better in America than others—as measured by income,
occupational status, test scores, and so on—is difficult to talk about. In large part this is
because the topic feels racially charged. The irony is that the facts actually debunk
racial stereotypes. There are black and Hispanic subgroups in the United States far
outperforming many white and Asian subgroups. Moreover, there’s a demonstrable arc
to group success—in immigrant groups, it typically dissipates by the third
generation—puncturing the notion of innate group differences and undermining the
whole concept of 'model minorities.'" Mormons have recently risen to astonishing
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business success. Cubans in Miami climbed from poverty to prosperity in a generation.
Nigerians earn doctorates at stunningly high rates. Indian and Chinese Americans have
much higher incomes than other Americans; Jews may have the highest of all. Why do
some groups rise? Drawing on groundbreaking original research and startling statistics,
The Triple Package uncovers the secret to their success. A superiority complex,
insecurity, impulse control—these are the elements of the Triple Package, the rare and
potent cultural constellation that drives disproportionate group success. The Triple
Package is open to anyone. America itself was once a Triple Package culture. It’s been
losing that edge for a long time now. Even as headlines proclaim the death of upward
mobility in America, the truth is that the old-fashioned American Dream is very much
alive—but some groups have a cultural edge, which enables them to take advantage of
opportunity far more than others. • Americans are taught that everyone is equal, that no
group is superior to another. But remarkably, all of America’s most successful groups
believe (even if they don’t say so aloud) that they’re exceptional, chosen, superior in
some way. • Americans are taught that self-esteem—feeling good about yourself—is the
key to a successful life. But in all of America’s most successful groups, people tend to
feel insecure, inadequate, that they have to prove themselves. • America today spreads
a message of immediate gratification, living for the moment. But all of America’s most
successful groups cultivate heightened discipline and impulse control. But the Triple
Package has a dark underside too. Each of its elements carries distinctive pathologies;
when taken to an extreme, they can have truly toxic effects. Should people strive for the
Triple Package? Should America? Ultimately, the authors conclude that the Triple
Package is a ladder that should be climbed and then kicked away, drawing on its power
but breaking free from its constraints. Provocative and profound, The Triple Package
will transform the way we think about success and achievement.
Summary of Amy Chua's Political Tribes: group instinct and the fate of nations
Important note TO READERS this is a summary and analysis companion e book based
on Amy Chua's Political Tribes: group instinct and the fate of nations. This isn't always
supposed to supplement your original reading experience, but instead enhance it. We
strongly encourage you to buy the original book. Political Tribes by Amy Chua is an
interesting insight into humanity's innate tribalism. People want to belong to groups and
keep fulfilling bonds with others. Tribalism isn't best about inclusion in a group; it is also
about exclusion to those outside of the group. group identification in one's tribe is not
based at the country they live in, it is really "ethnic, regional, religious, sectarian, or clan
based." the USA is as tribal as any other country regardless of its melting pot of
ethnicities and cultures. U.S. foreign policymakers over the decades were completely
blinded by its ideology, emphasis of capitalism and democracy, and derision of com-
monism. Instructions were no longer found out and the same mistakes were made
repeatedly in Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghanistan. Our foreign interventions turned swaths
of the populations we had been trying to help against us, empowering anti-American
extremists in the system. The popularity of Donald Trump the politician can be
attributed to group identity as America's elites entirely discarded the tribal factor of
American politics and the "powerful anti-establishment identity forming within the
working class that helped choose Donald Trump." Chua calls the U.S. "a tribe of tribes"
and a "super-group," membership of that is open to all of us of any background. but,
those people can keep their subgroup identity (ethnicity, religion, culture). The United
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States is now witnessing the beginnings of ethno nationalism in lots of respects,
propelled by a significant backlash against the status quo, followed by a reciprocal
backlash from the ones elites towards the hundreds, and "the transformation of
democracy into an engine of zero-sum political tribalism." Chua offers wish within the
Epilogue, describing an America that has a chance to show this division around if we
view each other as fellow people and fellow Americans who normally need the identical
issue for ourselves and our United States of America. Purchase YOUR copy today!
Find out about the political tribes of our nation, and the way they could affect YOU!
"Major Jim Gant, a man seen by many of us as the 'perfect insurgent,'--an inspiring,
gifted, courageous leader... -- GENERAL DAVID H. PETRAEUS (U.S. Army, Ret.) THE
PAPER THAT ROCKED OSAMA BIN LADEN Team members during the May 2, 2011
U.S. military raid that killed Osama Bin Laden seized piles of Al Qaeda intelligence.
One piece of evidence found in Bin Laden's personal sleeping quarters was an English
language copy of Jim Gant's One Tribe at a Time. It contained notes in the margins
consistent with others identified as written by Osama Bin Laden. A directive from
Osama Bin Laden to his intelligence chief was also discovered. It identified Jim Gant by
name as an impediment to Al Qaeda's operational objectives for eastern Afghanistan.
Bin Laden ordered that Gant be assassinated. "[One Tribe at a Time] was hugely
important...at a time when I was looking for ideas on Afghanistan...[Gant] was the first
to write it down, in a very coherent fashion, very readable, very encouraging
frankly...and there is enormous power in that." --General David H. Petraeus (U.S. Army,
Ret.) quoted in American Spartan: The Promise, The Mission, and The Betrayal of
Special Forces Major Jim Gant by Ann Scott Tyson Washington Post reporter Ann
Scott Tyson read "One Tribe at a Time," and - informed by her combat experience in
Afghanistan and Iraq and her eight years as a reporter in China - she realized that Jim's
paper made sense. She decided to write a story about Jim entitled, "Jim Gant, the
Green Beret who could win the war in Afghanistan." After the article appeared in
January 2010, as Jim was in Washington, D.C., attending Pashto language training, he
met Ann and the two fell in love. She followed his mission in Afghanistan and wrote
AMERICAN SPARTAN: The Promise, the Mission, and the Betrayal of Special Forces
Major Jim Gant.
Are human beings less violent than before? Why do we adopt certain moral and
political judgements? Why is the gap between rich and poor getting bigger? How do we
decide which criminal policies are effective? What is the Population Challenge for the
21st Century? What is social science? In Big Ideas in Social Science, David Edmonds
and Nigel Warburton put these and more of our society’s burning questions to 18 of the
world’s leading social scientists including Steven Pinker, Ann Oakley, Lawrence
Sherman, Kate Pickett, Robert J. Shiller and Doreen Massey. The result is a collection
of thought-provoking discussions that span the fields of sociology, politics, economics,
criminology, geography and many more.From the people who brought us the
Philosophy Bites series, Big Ideas in Social Science is a fascinating and accessible
introduction to the key ideas and findings of the social sciences. The interviews for this
book are based on a series of podcasts, Social Science Bites, sponsored by SAGE.
Social Science Bites was inspired by the popular Philosophy Bites podcast
(www.philosophybites.com), which was founded by David and Nigel in 2007 and has so
far had 26 million downloads. Philosophy Bites has spawned three books, Philosophy
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Bites, Philosophy Bites Back and Philosophy Bites Again.
Political Tribes: Group Instinct and the Fate of Nations by Amy Chua | Conversation
Starters “Political Tribes” is a book written by bestseller author Amy Chua. In it, she
argues that Americans tend to always regard the world in terms of countries engaged in
great ideological combats, for example Democracy vs. Authoritarianism or Capitalism
vs. Communism. Chua defines this as a blindness that is responsible for undermining
American foreign policy. She claims America must find a national identity that goes
beyond political tribes. She says that slogans of unity are false and just another form of
discord and calls for a different type of harmony, a more difficult one, that recognizes
and fights the reality of tribe inequities and differences. “Political Tribes” enjoyed a
great success; reaching Amazon’s best sellers rank shortly after it was published. The
Financial Times called it an important book that presents in a clear way how America’s
liberals contributed to Trump’s election by failing to see its own sense of tribalism. A
Brief Look Inside: EVERY GOOD BOOK CONTAINS A WORLD FAR DEEPER than
the surface of its pages. The characters and their world come alive, and the characters
and its world still live on. Conversation Starters is peppered with questions designed to
bring us beneath the surface of the page and invite us into the world that lives on.
These questions can be used to.. Create Hours of Conversation: • Foster a deeper
understanding of the book • Promote an atmosphere of discussion for groups • Assist
in the study of the book, either individually or corporately • Explore unseen realms of
the book as never seen before.
How referendums can diffuse populist tensions by putting power back into the hands of
the people Propelled by the belief that government has slipped out of the hands of
ordinary citizens, a surging wave of populism is destabilizing democracies around the
world. As John Matsusaka reveals in Let the People Rule, this belief is based in fact.
Over the past century, while democratic governments have become more efficient, they
have also become more disconnected from the people they purport to represent. The
solution Matsusaka advances is familiar but surprisingly underused: direct democracy,
in the form of referendums. While this might seem like a dangerous idea post-Brexit,
there is a great deal of evidence that, with careful design and thoughtful
implementation, referendums can help bridge the growing gulf between the government
and the people. Drawing on examples from around the world, Matsusaka shows how
direct democracy can bring policies back in line with the will of the people (and provide
other benefits, like curbing corruption). Taking lessons from failed processes like Brexit,
he also describes what issues are best suited to referendums and how they should be
designed, and he tackles questions that have long vexed direct democracy: can voters
be trusted to choose reasonable policies, and can minority rights survive majority
decisions? The result is one of the most comprehensive examinations of direct
democracy to date—coupled with concrete, nonpartisan proposals for how countries can
make the most of the powerful tools that referendums offer. With a crisis of
representation hobbling democracies across the globe, Let the People Rule offers
important new ideas about the crucial role the referendum can play in the future of
government.
Unearthing the most primal motivations behind the fear politics movements sweeping
across the USA, Europe, and the Middle East, Stevan E. Hobfoll examines how the
increasing sense of threat from the political and cultural “other” or “outsider”
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engenders an evolutionary, built-in “defend and aggress” response. This deep-wired
evolutionary response is a defining aspect of our tribal origins and has allowed for the
rise of propaganda, extremist politics, and—in turn—violence. In this timely work, which
binds theories in psychology, sociology, evolution, biology, linguistics, iconography,
rhetoric, and religion, Hobfoll explores the tribalist roots of radical militant Islam,
violence against women, white supremacy, the rise of authoritarian leaders, and an
increasingly polarized and uncompromising political landscape. Grounded in
evolutionary psychological research, Hobfoll’s long term study of stress, and in
conversation with contemporary academic literature, Tribalism not only offers an
explanation for society’s worst impulses, but also points us towards the best
protections against tribalism and other evolutionary traps.
Who decides which stories about a city are remembered? How do interpretations of the
past shape a city’s present and future? Using local, national and international
perspectives on the meanings and uses of heritage cities, The Politics of Memory:
Urban Cultural Heritage in Brazil explores how a site can turn into a mummification of
the past, lifelessly displaying long-gone splendour, or a living, breathing treasure
offering dynamic cultural and educational opportunities. This book presents multiple
and competing views, needs and desires amongst the different people who use a city,
alongside notions of power, national identity, race and class in heritage settings.
Discussing the case of UNESCO World Heritage town Ouro Preto in Brazil, Andreza
Aruska de Souza Santos asks how and why democratic participation in heritage fails or
succeeds, and how preserved historic cities interpret, resist, and consent to the
functions and meanings that they have inherited and that they reinvent for themselves.
When Saltman gave birth to her daughter, Azalea, she loved her deeply but felt as if
something was missing. Looking back at her own life, Saltman thought maybe she was
broken. Then she discovered the science of attachment, the field of psychology that
explores the question of why-- from an evolutionary point of view-- love exists between
parents and children. She examined the findings of researcher Mary Ainsworth's
famous laboratory procedure, the Strange Situation. In this twenty-minute procedure, a
baby and a caregiver enter an ordinary room with two chairs and some toys, and the
minutiae of their back-and-forth with each other is observed. Here Saltman gives
readers the tools to better understand their own life histories and their relationships
today. -- adapted from jacket
Why small business is not the basis of American prosperity, not the foundation of
American democracy, and not the champion of job creation. In this provocative book,
Robert Atkinson and Michael Lind argue that small business is not, as is widely
claimed, the basis of American prosperity. Small business is not responsible for most of
the country's job creation and innovation. American democracy does not depend on the
existence of brave bands of self-employed citizens. Small businesses are not
systematically discriminated against by government policy makers. Rather, Atkinson
and Lind argue, small businesses are not the font of jobs, because most small
businesses fail. The only kind of small firm that contributes to technological innovation
is the technological start-up, and its success depends on scaling up. The idea that self-
employed citizens are the foundation of democracy is a relic of Jeffersonian dreams of
an agrarian society. And governments, motivated by a confused mix of populist and
free market ideology, in fact go out of their way to promote small business. Every
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modern president has sung the praises of small business, and every modern president,
according to Atkinson and Lind, has been wrong. Pointing to the advantages of scale
for job creation, productivity, innovation, and virtually all other economic benefits,
Atkinson and Lind argue for a “size neutral” policy approach both in the United States
and around the world that would encourage growth rather than enshrine an
anachronism. If we overthrow the “small is beautiful” ideology, we will be able to
recognize large firms as the engines of progress and prosperity that they are.
A "prescription for reversing our foreign policy failures and overcoming our destructive
political tribalism at home ... [in which Chua argues against] false slogans of unity,
which are just another form of divisiveness. It is time for a more difficult unity that
acknowledges the reality of group differences and fights the deep inequities that divide
us"--Amazon.com.
We have a strong instinct to belong to small groups defined by clear purpose and
understanding--"tribes." This tribal connection has been largely lost in modern society,
but regaining it may be the key to our psychological survival. Decades before the
American Revolution, Benjamin Franklin lamented that English settlers were constantly
fleeing over to the Indians-but Indians almost never did the same. Tribal society has
been exerting an almost gravitational pull on Westerners for hundreds of years, and the
reason lies deep in our evolutionary past as a communal species. The most recent
example of that attraction is combat veterans who come home to find themselves
missing the incredibly intimate bonds of platoon life. The loss of closeness that comes
at the end of deployment may explain the high rates of post-traumatic stress disorder
suffered by military veterans today. Combining history, psychology, and anthropology,
Tribe explores what we can learn from tribal societies about loyalty, belonging, and the
eternal human quest for meaning. It explains the irony that-for many veterans as well as
civilians-war feels better than peace, adversity can turn out to be a blessing, and
disasters are sometimes remembered more fondly than weddings or tropical vacations.
Tribe explains why we are stronger when we come together, and how that can be
achieved even in today's divided world.
The United States is now a country of tribes, Left and Right, and it's scary to
contemplate what this could turn into. The federal government is paralyzed. All political
battles are special interest group against special interest group and no one is paying
attention to the issues that really matter; the budget deficit, entitlements, health care,
and education, to name a few. I determined to dig into this issue and write about it; to
get the word out to all who are interested in learning more.This subject of tribalism
leads to questions that need to be answered. What are the forces that made us tribal?
Assuming tribalism is bad, how do we get back to a time when we can communicate
and debate ideas freely? What are the risks of America continuing in a tribal state? The
time for action is now. Clearly, we are not moving forward and continuing to ignore the
danger we face would be a serious mistake.
Tribalism examines human behavior from the perspective of paleoanthropology,
evolution, genetics and the neurosciences, as well as the philosophical implications.
Tribalism is the collection of genetically inherited behavioral traits which were of survival
value to our ancient ancestors yet these traits not only remain vibrant in modern
humans but influence human behavior. These genetic traits, fear, aggression, greed,
prejudice, compassion and morality influence our decisions concerning interpersonal
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relations, governance and global warming. Our ancient genetic survival traits may be
the causal agent leading humanity towards dire consequences.
This New York Times and Wall Street Journal bestseller shows us that America’s
political system isn’t broken. The truth is scarier: it’s working exactly as designed. In
this “superbly researched” (The Washington Post) and timely book, journalist Ezra
Klein reveals how that system is polarizing us—and how we are polarizing it—with
disastrous results. “The American political system—which includes everyone from
voters to journalists to the president—is full of rational actors making rational decisions
given the incentives they face,” writes political analyst Ezra Klein. “We are a collection
of functional parts whose efforts combine into a dysfunctional whole.” “A thoughtful,
clear and persuasive analysis” (The New York Times Book Review), Why We’re
Polarized reveals the structural and psychological forces behind America’s descent
into division and dysfunction. Neither a polemic nor a lament, this book offers a clear
framework for understanding everything from Trump’s rise to the Democratic Party’s
leftward shift to the politicization of everyday culture. America is polarized, first and
foremost, by identity. Everyone engaged in American politics is engaged, at some level,
in identity politics. Over the past fifty years in America, our partisan identities have
merged with our racial, religious, geographic, ideological, and cultural identities. These
merged identities have attained a weight that is breaking much in our politics and
tearing at the bonds that hold this country together. Klein shows how and why American
politics polarized around identity in the 20th century, and what that polarization did to
the way we see the world and one another. And he traces the feedback loops between
polarized political identities and polarized political institutions that are driving our
system toward crisis. “Well worth reading” (New York magazine), this is an “eye-
opening” (O, The Oprah Magazine) book that will change how you look at politics—and
perhaps at yourself.
AN INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER! A young entrepreneur makes the
case that politics has no place in business, and sets out a new vision for the future of
American capitalism. There’s a new invisible force at work in our economic and cultural
lives. It affects every advertisement we see and every product we buy, from our
morning coffee to a new pair of shoes. “Stakeholder capitalism” makes rosy promises
of a better, more diverse, environmentally-friendly world, but in reality this ideology
championed by America’s business and political leaders robs us of our money, our
voice, and our identity. Vivek Ramaswamy is a traitor to his class. He’s founded
multibillion-dollar enterprises, led a biotech company as CEO, he became a hedge fund
partner in his 20s, trained as a scientist at Harvard and a lawyer at Yale, and grew up
the child of immigrants in a small town in Ohio. Now he takes us behind the scenes into
corporate boardrooms and five-star conferences, into Ivy League classrooms and
secretive nonprofits, to reveal the defining scam of our century. The modern woke-
industrial complex divides us as a people. By mixing morality with consumerism,
America’s elites prey on our innermost insecurities about who we really are. They sell
us cheap social causes and skin-deep identities to satisfy our hunger for a cause and
our search for meaning, at a moment when we as Americans lack both. This book not
only rips back the curtain on the new corporatist agenda, it offers a better way forward.
America’s elites may want to sort us into demographic boxes, but we don’t have to
stay there. Woke, Inc. begins as a critique of stakeholder capitalism and ends with an
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exploration of what it means to be an American in 2021—a journey that begins with
cynicism and ends with hope.
Burdens of Freedom presents a new and radical interpretation of America and its
challenges. The United States is an individualist society where most people seek to
realize personal goals and values out in the world. This unusual, inner-driven culture
was the chief reason why first Europe, then Britain, and finally America came to lead
the world. But today, our deepest problems derive from groups and nations that reflect
the more passive, deferential temperament of the non-West. The long-term poor and
many immigrants have difficulties assimilating in America mainly because they are less
inner-driven than the norm. Abroad, the United States faces challenges from Asia,
which is collective-minded, and also from many poorly-governed countries in the
developing world. The chief threat to American leadership is no longer foreign rivals like
China but the decay of individualism within our own society. The great divide is
between the individualist West, for which life is a project, and the rest of the world, in
which most people seek to survive rather than achieve. This difference, although clear
in research on world cultures, has been ignored in virtually all previous scholarship on
American power and public policy, both at home and abroad. Burdens of Freedom is
the first book to recognize that difference. It casts new light on America's greatest
struggles. It re-evaluates the entire Western tradition, which took individualism for
granted. How to respond to cultural difference is the greatest test of our times.
For the first time, the Cambridge Analytica whistleblower tells the inside story of the
data mining and psychological manipulation behind the election of Donald Trump and
the Brexit referendum, connecting Facebook, WikiLeaks, Russian intelligence, and
international hackers. “Mindf*ck demonstrates how digital influence operations, when
they converged with the nasty business of politics, managed to hollow out
democracies.”—The Washington Post Mindf*ck goes deep inside Cambridge
Analytica’s “American operations,” which were driven by Steve Bannon’s vision to
remake America and fueled by mysterious billionaire Robert Mercer’s money, as it
weaponized and wielded the massive store of data it had harvested on individuals—in
excess of 87 million—to disunite the United States and set Americans against each
other. Bannon had long sensed that deep within America’s soul lurked an explosive
tension. Cambridge Analytica had the data to prove it, and in 2016 Bannon had a
presidential campaign to use as his proving ground. Christopher Wylie might have
seemed an unlikely figure to be at the center of such an operation. Canadian and liberal
in his politics, he was only twenty-four when he got a job with a London firm that worked
with the U.K. Ministry of Defense and was charged putatively with helping to build a
team of data scientists to create new tools to identify and combat radical extremism
online. In short order, those same military tools were turned to political purposes, and
Cambridge Analytica was born. Wylie’s decision to become a whistleblower prompted
the largest data-crime investigation in history. His story is both exposé and dire warning
about a sudden problem born of very new and powerful capabilities. It has not only laid
bare the profound vulnerabilities—and profound carelessness—in the enormous
companies that drive the attention economy, it has also exposed the profound
vulnerabilities of democracy itself. What happened in 2016 was just a trial run. Ruthless
actors are coming for your data, and they want to control what you think.
Expounding upon, 'The Republic, ' the earlier work of his teacher Plato, Aristotle in
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'Politics' examines the various options for governance and their respective values. A
detailed and pragmatic approach to the subject, Aristotle's 'Politics' provides much of
the foundation for modern political thought
Cavanagh brings you along on her journey through an exquisite collection of scholarly
knowledge and empirical insight to ground both your mind and your gut. From zombies
to bees, moral panics to conspiracy theories, Hivemind mixes the dark with the light to
help readers find a path through a very destabilizing present' - danah boyd, author of
It's Complicated: The Social Lives of Networked Teens 'This fascinating book guides us
through the nuanced landscape of why we think and behave the way we do-online and
off-and offers a much-needed vision for how we can find our way back from the edge' -
Scott Barry Kaufman, Psychologist at Columbia University and co-author of Wired to
Create 'Hivemind provides a fascinating tour of research that reveals our social nature,
for good and for bad. Cavanagh is a natural teacher whose enthusiasm for psychology
shines through on every page. Whether you're looking to have healthier technology
habits, develop better relationships with others, or address societal challenges, this
book will give you food for thought and wisdom to take action' - Kelly McGonigal, author
of The Joy of Movement and The Willpower Instinct +++ Hivemind: A collective
consciousness in which we share consensus thoughts, emotions, and opinions; a
phenomenon whereby a group of people function as if with a single mind. Our views of
the world are shaped by the stories told by our self-selected communities. Whether
seeking out groups that share our tastes, our faith, our heritage, or other interests,
since the dawn of time we have taken comfort in defining ourselves through our social
groups. But what happens when we only socialize with our chosen group, to the point
that we lose the ability to connect to people who don't share our passions? What
happens when our tribes merely confirm our world view, rather than expand it? Leading
a narrative journey from the site of the Charlottesville riots to the boardrooms of
Facebook, considering such diverse topics as zombies, neuroscience, and honeybees,
psychologist and emotion regulation specialist Sarah Rose Cavanagh leaves no stone
unturned in her quest to understand how social technology is reshaping the way we
socialize. It's not possible to turn back the clocks, and Cavanagh argues that there's no
need to; instead, she presents a fully examined and thoughtful call to cut through our
online tribalism, dial back our moral panic about screens and mental health, and shore
up our sense of community. With compelling storytelling and shocking research,
Hivemind is a must-read for anyone hoping to make sense of the dissonance around
us.
The reigning consensus holds that the combination of free markets and democracy
would transform the third world and sweep away the ethnic hatred and religious
zealotry associated with underdevelopment. In this revelatory investigation of the true
impact of globalization, Yale Law School professor Amy Chua explains why many
developing countries are in fact consumed by ethnic violence after adopting free market
democracy. Chua shows how in non-Western countries around the globe, free markets
have concentrated starkly disproportionate wealth in the hands of a resented ethnic
minority. These “market-dominant minorities” – Chinese in Southeast Asia, Croatians
in the former Yugoslavia, whites in Latin America and South Africa, Indians in East
Africa, Lebanese in West Africa, Jews in post-communist Russia – become objects of
violent hatred. At the same time, democracy empowers the impoverished majority,
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unleashing ethnic demagoguery, confiscation, and sometimes genocidal revenge. She
also argues that the United States has become the world’s most visible market-
dominant minority, a fact that helps explain the rising tide of anti-Americanism around
the world. Chua is a friend of globalization, but she urges us to find ways to spread its
benefits and curb its most destructive aspects.
Across the democratic West, politics has become deeply polarised and profoundly
personal. Challenge someone's political views and increasingly you challenge their very
being. And yet, do our political tribes even make sense? Look carefully, and on the
most important ethical issues of the age – assisted dying, social welfare, sexual
liberation, abortion, gun control, the environment, technology, justice – the instinctive
positions of both the Left and the Right are riven with contradictions. In this refreshing
and eye-opening book, James Mumford, a public thinker and independent
commentator, questions the basic assumptions of our political groups. His challenge is
simple: 'Why should believing strongly about one topic mean the automatic adoption of
so many others?' Vexed is an essential and provocative account that will appeal to
anyone of independent thought, and a welcome call for new reflection on the moral
issues most relevant to our modern way of life.
'A beautifully written, eminently readable and uniquely important challenge to
conventional wisdom' J. D. Vance, author of Hillbilly Elegy 'A page-turner and
revelation, Political Tribes will change the way you think' Tim Wu, author of The
Attention Merchants In Political Tribes, Amy Chua argues that we must rediscover an
identity that transcends the tribalism we see in politics today. Enough false slogans of
unity, which are just another form of divisiveness. When people are defined by their
differences to each other, extremism becomes the common ground. It is time for a more
difficult unity that acknowledges the reality of our group differences and fights the deep
rifts that divide us.
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