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This cross-disciplinary collaboration offers historical and contemporary scholarship exploring
the interface of Christianity and international law. Christianity and International Law aims to
understand and move past arguments, narratives and tropes that commonly frame law-religion
studies in global governance. Readers are introduced to a range of confessional and critical
perspectives explicitly engaging a diverse range of methodological and theoretical orientations
to rethink how we experience and find ourselves caught within the phenomena of Christianity
and international law.
While the law can create conflict between religion and health, it can also facilitate religious
accommodation and protection of conscience. Finding this balance is critical to addressing the
most pressing questions at the intersection of law, religion, and health in the United States:
should physicians be required to disclose their religious beliefs to patients? How should we
think about institutional conscience in the health care setting? How should health care
providers deal with families with religious objections to withdrawing treatment? In this timely
book, experts from a variety of perspectives and disciplines offer insight on these and other
pressing questions, describing what the public discourse gets right and wrong, how
policymakers might respond, and what potential conflicts may arise in the future. It should be
read by academics, policymakers, and anyone else - patient or physician, secular or devout interested in how US law interacts with health care and religion.
What is the place assigned to religion in the constitutions of contemporary States? What role is
religion expected to perform in the fields that are the object of constitutional regulation? Is
separation of religion and politics a necessary precondition for democracy and the rule of law?
These questions are addressed in this book through an analysis of the constitutional texts that
are in force in different parts of the world. Constitutions are at the centre of almost all
contemporary legal systems and provide the principles and values that inspire the action of the
national law-makers. After a discussion of some topics that are central to the constitutional
regulation of religion, the book considers a number of national systems covering countries with
a variety of religious and cultural backgrounds. The final section of the book is devoted to the
discussion of the constitutional regulation of some particularly controversial issues, such as
religious education, the relation between freedom of speech and freedom of religion, abortion,
and freedom of conscience.
The Baha'i faith has some five million adherents around the world. It preaches the oneness of
God, the unity of all faiths, universal education and the harmony of all people, but has no
priesthood and few formal rituals. In this book Peter Smith traces the development of the
Baha'i faith from its roots in the Babi movement of mid-nineteenth century Iran to its
contemporary emergence as an expanding worldwide religion. • Explores the textual sources
for Baha'i belief and practice, theology and anthropology and understanding of other religions.
• Covers the concept of the spiritual path, Baha'i law and administration and aspects of
community life. • Examines the Baha'i's social teachings and activities in the wider world. This
introduction will be of particular interest to students of new religious movements, Middle East
religions, and comparative religion and for those studying short courses on the Baha'i faith.
A world expert's introduction to the controversial subject of Islamic law Providing a
comprehensive and accessible examination of Shari’ah Law, this well considered introduction
examines the sources, characteristic features, and schools of thought of a system often
stereotyped for its severity in the West. In a progressive and graduated fashion, Mohammad
Hashim Kamali discusses topics ranging from juristic disagreement to independent reasoning.
Also broaching more advanced topics such as the principle of legality and the role and place of
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Shari’ah-oriented policy, Kamali controversially questions whether Islam is as much of a lawbased religion as it has often been made out to be. Complete with a bibliography and glossary,
and both a general index and an index of Arabic quotations, this wide-ranging exploration will
prove an indispensable resource for Islamic students and scholars, and an informative guide to
a complex topic for the general reader.
The worlds of law and religion increasingly collide in Parliament and the courtroom. Religious
courts, the wearing of religious symbols and faith schools have given rise to increased
legislation and litigation. This is the first student textbook to set out the fundamental principles
and issues of law and religion in England and Wales. Offering a succinct exposition and critical
analysis of the field, it explores how English law regulates the practice of religion. The textbook
surveys law and religion from various perspectives, such as human rights and discrimination
law, as well as considering the legal status of both religion and religious groups. Controversial
and provocative questions are explored, promoting full engagement with the key debates. The
book's explanatory approach and detailed references ensure understanding and encourage
independent study. Students can track key developments on the book's updating website. This
innovative text is essential reading for all students in the field.
This book brings together leading international scholars of law and religion to provide an
overview of current issues in State-religion relations. The first part of the collection offers a
picture of recent developments in key countries and regions. The second part is focused on
Europe and, in particular, on the Nordic States and the post-communist countries where Statereligion systems have undergone most profound change. The third and final part is devoted to
four issues that are currently debated all over the world: the relations between freedom of
expression and freedom of religion; proselytism and the right to change religion; the religious
symbols; and the legal status of Islam in Europe and Canada. The work will be a valuable
resource for academics, students and policy-makers with an interest in the interaction between
law and religion.
There are three things that people will die for -- their faith, their freedom, and their family. This
volume focuses on all three, including the interactions among them, in the Western tradition
and today. Retrieving and reconstructing a wealth of material from the earliest Hebrew and
Greek texts of the West to the latest machinations of the Supreme Court, John Witte explores
the legal and theological foundations of authority and liberty, equality and dignity, rights and
duties, marriage and family, crime and punishment, and similar topics. God's Joust, God's
Justice is a lucid scholarly introduction to the burgeoning field of law and religion and a learned
historical inquiry into the weightier matters of the law.

Like many beliefs, religious views matter across an individual's life and the life
cycle of a family - from birth to marriage, through child-rearing, and, eventually,
death. This volume examines clashes over religious liberty within the personal
realm of the family. Against swirling religious beliefs, secular values, and legal
regulation, this volume offers a forward-looking examination of tensions between
religious freedom and the state's protective function. Contributors unpack some
of the Court's recent decisions and explain how they set the stage for ongoing
disputes. They evaluate religious claims around birth control, circumcision,
modesty, religious education, marriage, polygamy, shared parenting, corporal
punishment, faith healing, divorce, and the end of life. Authors span legislators,
attorneys, academics, journalists, ministers, physicians, child advocates, and
representatives of minority faiths. The Contested Place of Religion in Family Law
begins an overdue conversation on questions dividing the nation.
Groundbreaking theoretical and legal approaches to resolving conflicts between
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gender equality and cultural practices
In Religion and belief in United Kingdom employment law, Frank Cranmer
discusses current problems in the relationship between religious manifestation
and employment, with particular reference to the recent case-law.
This practical guide summarizes the principles of working with dying patients and
their families as influenced by the commoner world religions and secular
philosophies. It also outlines the main legal requirements to be followed by those
who care for the dying following the death of the patient. The first part of the book
provides a reflective introduction to the general influences of world religions on
matters to do with dying, death and grief. It considers the sometimes conflicting
relationships between ethics, religion, culture and personal philosophies and how
these differences impact on individual cases of dying, death and loss. The
second part describes the general customs and beliefs of the major religions that
are encountered in hospitals, hospices, care homes and home care settings. It
also includes discussion of non-religious spirituality, humanism, agnosticism and
atheism. The final part outlines key socio-legal aspects of death across the UK.
Death, Religion and Law provides key knowledge, discussion and reflection for
dealing with the diversity of the everyday care of dying and death in different
religious, secular and cultural contexts. It is an important reference for
practitioners working with dying patients, their families and the bereaved.
Increasingly, the modern neo-liberal world marginalises any notion of religion or
spirituality, leaving little or no room for the sacred in the public sphere. While this
process advances, the conservative and harmful behaviours associated with
some religions and their adherents exacerbate this marginalisation by driving out
those who remain religious or spiritual. And all of this is seen through the lens of
social science, which seems to agree that religion remains important, if not in
spiritual sense, at least as a source of folklore and a means of identification:
religions remain rooted in the societies from which they emerged, and the legal
systems of many of those societies emerged from religious sources, even if those
societies remain unwilling to admit that fact. In the modern materialistic world of
conformity, religion is less a source of guidance than a label of identification. The
world therefore faces two issues. First, the decreasing level of spirituality in the
‘West’ widens the gap between worshippers and those who have left their faith
(eg agnostics and atheists, or those who look at religion as a matter of ‘picking
and choosing’ from a range of options). And, second, the strong connections to
religion which remain in many nations, but which are often misused in the secular
public sphere (both in the West and internationally). In such divided worlds, both
religious and secular forces tend to lock themselves into closed groupings of
‘pure truth’ and in so doing increase the level of disagreement, in turn producing
radicalism. In short, the modern world is divided in two ways: between religious
and non-religious (although some have argued that the non-religious secular is
itself a form of civil religion), and between those subscribing to divergent
understandings of the same religious tradition. While hyperbolic and histrionic,
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the term ‘culture wars’ nonetheless best captures what we see happening in the
public sphere today. The question emerges, then: how best to accommodate the
democratic principle which posits that the majority should feel that it lives in a
society of its own with the human rights principle, holding that is necessary to
ensure the full protection of the minority’s rights? How to balance these
seemingly opposed principles? We are very familiar with the differences that
appear between secular and sacred in the modern world; yet, what of the
similarities amongst scriptures and laws which seek to encourage mutual
understanding, cooperation and even cohabitation? Because religion itself is a
source of law, a set of exhortations or commands as much as a set of rights,
every major religion offers an approach to encountering ‘the Other’ in a positive,
constructive, affirming way; and it is here that religions reveal much that they
have in common. This book draws together the work of scholars engaged in
exploring the possibilities for a ‘utopian’ world in the sense fostered by St
Thomas More. The essays explore those dimensions of religious and civil law
where ‘love’ – however that is defined by relevant texts – fosters and
encourages acceptance of ‘the Other’ and will offer perspectives on the ways in
which religious or civil/state law command one to act in the spirit of ‘love’.
Although human rights belong to all persons on the basis of their humanity, this
book demonstrates that in the practice of international human rights law, the
freedom to be non-religious or atheist does not receive the same protection as
the freedom to be religious. Despite the claimed universality of freedom of
religion and belief contained in article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights, the key assertion made is that there is a hierarchy of religion
and belief, with followers of major established religions enjoying high protection
and low regulation at the top, and atheists and non-believers enduring high
persecution and weaker protection at the bottom. The existence of this hierarchy
is proven and critiqued through three case study chapters that respectively
explore the extent to which non-religious and atheist rights-holders enjoy freedom
from proselytism, freedom from hate and freedom from the religions of their
parents.
The first comparative introduction for students on the national laws governing
religion in Europe, it examines national laws, particularly as they affect the
attitudes of states towards religion, religious freedom and discrimination, and the
legal position and autonomy of religious organizations.
The essays selected for this volume address topics at the intersection of religion
and equality law, including discrimination against religion, discrimination by
religious actors and discrimination in favor of religious groups and traditions. The
introduction provides a conceptual guide to these types of inequality - which are
often misunderstood or conflated - and it offers an analysis of different species of
discrimination within each broad category. Each section of the volume contains
both theoretical essays, which set out frameworks for thinking about the relevant
type of inequality, and essays that examine real-world disputes. For example, the
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articles address the conflicts over headscarf laws in France and Turkey, the
place of so-called traditional religions in Africa, the display of Roman Catholic
crucifixes in Italian classrooms, and the ability of American religious
organizations to be free of employment laws in their treatment of clergy. This
volume brings together classic articles which are otherwise difficult to access,
enables students to study key articles side-by-side, and provides instructors with
a valuable teaching resource.
This volume presents an analysis of controversial events and issues shaping a
rapidly changing international legal, political, and social landscape. Leading
scholars and experts in law, religious studies and international relations,
thoughtfully consider issues and tensions arising in contemporary debates over
religion and equality in many parts of the world. The book is in two parts. The first
section focuses on the anti-discrimination dimension of religious freedom norms,
examining the developing law on equality and human rights and how it operates
at international and national levels. The second section provides a series of case
studies exploring the contemporary issue of same-sex marriage and how it
affects religious groups and believers. This collection will be of interest to
academics and scholars of law, religious studies, political science, and sociology,
as well as policymakers and legal practitioners.
Discussion of the way in which law engages with religious difference often takes
place within the context of a single jurisdiction. Religion and Law: An Introduction,
presents a comprehensive text for students, drawing on examples from across
key Anglophone jurisdictions – the United Kingdom, the United States, Canada,
New Zealand, Australia and South Africa, as well as international law, to explore
a broad range of issues. Aimed at a non-legal readership, this book introduces
the use of legal sources and focuses on factual situations as much as legal
doctrine. Key issues arising from interaction of the religious individual and the
State are discussed, as well as the religious organisation or community and the
State. The interaction is explored through case studies of areas as diverse as the
legal regulation of religious drug use, sacred spaces and sacred places, and
claims of clergy misconduct. Taking a broad, non-jurisdictional approach to the
key issues, in particular providing insights differing from the dominant US
experiences and paradigms, this student-friendly textbook includes a clearly
structured bibliography and clear guidance on how to approach relevant legal
materials.
An authoritative introduction to some of the main legal teachings of the Western
Christian tradition.
This is the first multidisciplinary text to address the growing scholarly connection
between religion and family life. The latest literature from family studies,
psychology, sociology, and religion is reviewed along with narratives drawn from
interviews with 200 racially, religiously, and regionally diverse families which
bring the concepts to life. Written in a thought-provoking, accessible, and
sometimes humorous style by two of the leading researchers in the field, the
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book reflects the authors’ firsthand experience in teaching today’s students
about religion’s impact on families. Prior to writing the book, the authors read the
sacred texts of many faiths, interviewed religious leaders, and attended religious
services for a wide array of faiths. The result is an accurate and engaging
account of why and how families are impacted by their religion. The pedagogical
features of the text include boldfaced key terms defined in the glossary, text
boxes, chapter conclusions, summary points, and review questions. Religion and
Families: Examines several denominations within Christianity, Judaism, and
Islam. Reviews findings from racially and ethnically diverse families, from
traditional and diverse family forms, and examines gender and life-course issues.
Addresses the impact of one’s religious involvement on longevity, divorce rates,
and parenting styles. Considers demographic, family-, couple-, and individuallevel data that relate to prayer and other sacred practices. Presents a balanced
treatment of the latest research and a new model for studying family and religion.
Explores the "whys," "hows," and processes at work in the religion-family
connection. The book opens with a discussion of why religion and family
connections matter. Chapter 2 defines religion and presents a new
conceptualization of religion. Empirical research connections between religion
and marriage, divorce, family, and parent-child relationships are explored in
chapters 3 through 6. The interface between religion and the family in
Christianity, Judaism, and Islam are reviewed in chapters 7, 8, and 9. Chapter 10
explores the unique challenges that religion presents for diverse family forms.
Prayer as a coping mechanism for life’s challenges such as death and disability
are explored in chapter 11. Chapter 12 examines forgiveness in the context of
marriages and families. The book concludes with a review of the book’s most
important themes and findings. Intended as a text for undergraduate courses in
family and religion, the psychology or sociology of the family, the psychology or
sociology of religion, pastoral/biblical counseling, or family and youth ministry,
taught in human development and family studies, psychology, sociology, religion,
social work, pastoral counseling, and sometimes philosophy. This book also
appeals to family therapists and counselors.
This book examines major conceptual challenges confronting freedom of religion
or belief in contemporary settings. The volume brings together chapters by
leading experts from law, religious studies, and international relations, who
provide perspectives from both sides of the Atlantic. At a time when the
polarization of ‘culture wars’ is aggravating tensions between secular and
religious views about accommodating the conscientious claims of individuals and
groups, and when the right to freedom of religion itself is facing misunderstanding
and erosion, the work provides welcome clarity and depth. Some chapters adopt
a primarily conceptual and historical approach; others analyze particular
difficulties or conflicts that have emerged in European and American jurisdictions,
along with concrete applications and recommendations for the future. The book
will be a valuable resource for students, academics, and policy-makers with an
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interest in law, religion, and human rights.
Designed to be used either as a primary text or with any Law and Religion or
First Amendment text, Law and Religion: Cases in Context presents descriptions
and discussions of the landmark cases in law and religion and the First
Amendment. Cases are selected from the leading religion and First Amendment
casebooks, and the authors provide insights into the significance of each while
revealing its context and, for many, details about what happened after the case
was concluded. This unique text will intrigue students and engage their interest
with: - Accessible prose and interesting illustrations; - Cases that involve issues
that continue to confound the courts: creation science and evolution; public
religious symbols like the cross and the crèche; private religious clothing like the
yarmulke and the khimar; tax policy and religion; - Engaging characters, such as:
Guy Ballard, who told customers that he was chosen by Saint Germain as a
divine messenger and possessed supernatural healing powers that they could
purchase; Officer and Doctor Simcha Goldman, who wore a yarmulke to the
psychology clinic until an irritated military attorney complained to Goldman's
superiors that the yarmulke was not permitted under Air Force regulations;
Kimberlie Webb, a Philadelphia police officer who lost her efforts to wear a
headscarf while in uniform and on duty; Ronald Rosenberger, who successfully
challenged the University of Virginia's denial of funding to his evangelical
publication, Wide Awake; - Insights from leading law and religion scholars of
diverse professional, religious, geographical, and institutional backgrounds. In
her role as editor, Leslie C. Griffin, who holds a Ph.D. in Religious Studies from
Yale University as well as a J.D. from Stanford Law School, has brought together
an impressive group of contributors to create Law and Religion: Cases in
Context.
This volume examines the relationship between Christian legal theory and the
fields of private law. Recent years have seen a resurgence of interest in private
law theory, and this book contributes to that discussion by drawing on the
historical, theological, and philosophical resources of the Christian tradition. The
book begins with an introduction from the editors that lays out the understanding
of "private law" and what distinguishes private law topics from other fields of law.
This section includes two survey chapters on natural law and biblical sources.
The remaining sections of the book move sequentially through the fields of
property, contracts, and torts. Several chapters focus on historical sources and
show the ways in which the evolution of legal doctrine in areas of private law has
been heavily influenced by Christian thinkers. Other chapters draw out more
contemporary and public policy-related implications for private law. While this
book is focused on the relationship of Christianity to private law, it will be of broad
interest to those who might not share that faith perspective. In particular, legal
historians and philosophers of law will find much of interest in the original
scholarship in this volume. The book will be attractive to teachers of law, political
science, and theology. It will be of special interest to the many law faculty in
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property, contracts, and torts, as it provides a set of often overlooked historical
and theoretical perspectives on these fields.
An Introduction to Religion and Politics offers a comprehensive overview of the
many theories of religion and politics, and provides students with an accessible
but in-depth account of the most significant debates, issues and methodologies.
Fox examines the ways in which religion influences politics, analyses the current
key issues and provides a state of the art account of religion and politics,
highlighting the diversity in state religion policies around the world. Topics
covered include: Secularism and secularization Religious identity Religious
worldviews, beliefs, doctrines and theologies Religious legitimacy Religious
institutions and mobilization Rational and functional religion Religious
fundamentalism Conflict, violence and terror This work combines theoretical
analysis with data on the religion policies of 177 governments, showing that while
most of the world's government support religion and many restrict it; true
neutrality on the issue of religion is extremely rare. Religion is becoming an
inescapable issue in politics. This work will be essential reading for all students of
religion and politics, and will also be of great interest to those studying related
subjects such as comparative politics, international relations and war and conflict
studies.
The field of law and religion studies has undergone a profound transformation
over the last thirty years, looking beyond traditional relationships between State
and religious communities to include rights of religious liberty and the role of
religion in the public space. This handbook features new, specially commissioned
papers by a range of eminent scholars that offer a comprehensive overview of
the field of law and religion. The book takes on an interdisciplinary approach,
drawing from anthropology, sociology, theology and political science in order to
explore how laws and court decisions concerning religion contribute to the shape
of the public space. Key themes within the book include: Religions symbols in the
public space; Religion and security; Freedom of religion and cultural rights;
Defamation and hate speech; Gender, religion and law; This advanced level
reference work is essential reading for students, researchers and scholars of law
and religion, as well as policy makers in the field.
First published in 1999. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
The book is unique in bringing together leading scholars and respected religious
leaders to address contemporary issues in the relationship of law, religion and
the state. The book highlights the interaction between secular law and religion
with particular attention being given to the implications for law and society,
religious tolerance and freedom. The book focuses on the practical and topical
issues that have arisen in recent years in Australia. As one of the most ethnically
diverse countries in the world, a pioneer of multicutural policies in immigration
and social justice, Australia is a revealing site for contemporary studies in a world
afraid of immigration and terrorism., issues that are affecting much of the globe.
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This book explores the recent trend toward the transformation of religious
symbols and practices into culture in Western democracies. Analyses of three
legal cases involving religion in the public sphere are used to illuminate this
trend: a municipal council chamber; a town hall; and town board meetings. Each
case involves a different national context—Canada, France and the United
States—and each illustrates something interesting about the shape-shifting nature
of religion, specifically its flexibility and dexterity in the face of the secular, the
religious and the plural. Despite the differences in national contexts, in each
instance religion is transformed into culture or heritage by the courts to justify or
excuse its presence and to distance the state from the possibility that it is
violating legal norms of distance from religion. The cultural practice or symbol is
represented as a shared national value or activity. Transforming the ‘Other’ into
‘Us’ through reconstitution is also possible. Finally, anxiety about the ‘Other’
becomes part of the story of rendering religion as culture, resulting in the
impugning of anyone who dares to question the putative shared culture. The
book will be essential reading for students, academics and policy-makers working
in the areas of sociology of religion, religious studies, socio-legal studies, law and
public policy, constitutional law, religion and politics, and cultural studies.
The debate between science and religion is never out of the news: emotions run
high, fuelled by polemical bestsellers like iThe God Delusion/i and, at the other
end of the spectrum, high-profile campaigns to teach 'Intelligent Design' in
schools. Yet there is much more to the debate than the clash of these extremes.
As Thomas Dixon shows in this balanced and thought-provoking introduction, a
whole range of views, subtle arguments, and fascinating perspectives can be
taken on this complex and centuries-old subject. He explores not only the key
philosophical questions that underlie the debate, but also highlights the social,
political, and ethical contexts that have made 'science and religion' such a fraught
and interesting topic in the modern world. Along the way, he examines landmark
historical episodes such as the Galileo affair, Charles Darwin's own religious and
scientific odyssey, the Scopes 'Monkey Trial' in Tennessee in 1925, and the
Dover Area School Board case of 2005, and includes perspectives from nonChristian religions and examples from across the physical, biological, and social
sciences.
A Critical Introduction to the Study of Religion introduces the key concepts and
theories from religious studies that are necessary for a full understanding of the
complex relations between religion and society. The aim is to provide readers
with an arsenal of critical concepts for studying religious ideologies, practices,
and communities. This thoroughly revised second edition has been restructured
to clearly emphasize key topics including: Essentialism Functionalism Authority
Domination. All ideas and theories are clearly illustrated, with new and engaging
examples and case studies throughout, making this the ideal textbook for
students approaching the subject area for the first time.
Leading Works in Law and Religion brings together leading and emerging
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scholars in the field from the United Kingdom and Ireland. Each contributor has
been invited to select and analyse a ‘leading work’, which has for them shed
light on the way that Law and Religion are intertwined. The chapters are both
autobiographical, reflecting upon the works that have proved significant to
contributors, and also critical analyses of the current state of the field, exploring
in particular the interdisciplinary potential of the study of Law and Religion. The
book also includes a specially written introduction and conclusion, which critically
comment upon the development of Law and Religion over the last 25 years and
likely future developments in light of the reflections by contributors on their
chosen leading works.
Whilst a number of important theoretical works concerning legal pluralism in the
context of cultural rights have been published, little has been published
specifically on religion. Religion and Legal Pluralism explores the extent to which
religious laws are already recognised by the state and the extent to which
religious legal systems, such as Sharia law, should be accommodated.
Exploring the pre-political en pre-legal spiritual infrastructure from which modern,
liberal democracies in the West live, but cannot guarantee, this book inquires the
relations between religion, politics and law from a philosophical perspective,
discussing historical, systematical and practical issues.
"On a glorious sunny Saturday in June 2014, we had the pleasure of convening a
conference in the Temple, the beating heart of legal London, under the title
'Magna Carta, Religion and the Rule of Law' focusing on the powerful narratives then and now - of faith and governance. We had in mind a modest gathering, and
thus we were delighted that in excess of two hundred people chose to attend"-This book presents a human rights-based assessment of the various modes of
state religion identification and of the various forms of state practice that
characterize these different state religion models. This book makes a case for the
recognition of a state duty to remain impartial with respect to religion or belief in
all regards so as to comply with people s fundamental right to be governed, at all
times, in a religiously neutral manner. As this book demonstrates through the
various case studies there is increasing interest and concern at the manner in
which questions concerning the enjoyment of the right to the freedom of religion
or belief bear upon key questions concerning the governance of democratic
society. Issues raised involve matters concerning employment, education,
expression, association and, more generally, the interface between religion and
political life. The existing literature often traces these concerns back to the need
to consider the place of religion in contemporary society but leaves matters there.
Another body of academic literature explores the theoretical dimensions of that
relationship but fails to connect it to the practice of states in order to test out the
propositions which are the product of these reflections. The great virtue of this
work is that is seeks to unite these various enterprises and engages head on with
the challenges which this produces The aim is to demonstrate and illustrate the
key contention: that there is an emergent right to religiously neutral governance,
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and that this is incompatible with the continuation of systems which offer
preference to particular forms of belief system religious or otherwise. A chief
virtue of this book is that it works through the consequences of this claim in a
fearless fashion, posing challenges for those states which continue to use their
legal frameworks to offer support (directly or indirectly) for historical, dominant or
favoured forms of religion or belief. It challenges received assumptions and, by
driving the logic of contemporary human rights thinking to the foundations of statereligion relationships performs a valuable service for those engaging with this
most difficult and timely of questions. Malcolm D. Evans, Professor of Public
International Law, University of Bristol
This volume examines the relationship between religion and human rights in
seven major religious traditions, as well as key legal concepts, contemporary
issues, and relationships among religion, state, and society in the areas of
human rights and religious freedom.
This book provides a multidisciplinary and comparative look at the contemporary
phenomenon of conscientious objection or contestation in the name of religion
and examines the key issues that emerge in terms of citizenship and democracy.
These are analysed by looking at the different ways of challenging or contesting
a legal obligation on the grounds of religious beliefs and convictions. The authors
focus on the meaning of conscientious objection which asserts the legitimacy of
convictions – in particular religious convictions – in determining the personal or
collective relevance of the law and of public action. The book begins by
examining the main theoretical issues underlying conscientious objection,
exploring the implications of the protection of freedom of conscience, the place of
religion in the secular public sphere and the recognition and respect of ethical
pluralism in society. It then focuses on the question of exemptions and
contestations of civil norms, using a multidisciplinary approach to highlight the
multiple and diverse issues surrounding them, as well as the motives behind
them. This book will be of great interest to scholars, specialists and graduate and
advanced undergraduate students who are interested in issues of religious
diversity. Researchers and policymakers in think-tanks, NGOs and government
units will find the volume useful in identifying key issues in understanding the
phenomenon of conscientious objection and its implications in managing ethical
diversity in contemporary societies.
Discussion of the way in which law engages with religious difference often takes
place within the context of a single jurisdiction. Religion and Law: An Introduction,
presents a comprehensive text for students, drawing on examples from across
key Anglophone jurisdictions - the United Kingdom, the United States, Canada,
New Zealand, Australia, and South Africa, as well as international law, to explore
a broad range of issues. Aimed at a non-legal readership, this book introduces
the use of legal sources and focuses on factual situations as much as legal
doctrine. Key issues arising from interaction of the religious individual and the
State are discussed, as well as the religious organisation or community and the
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State. The interaction is explored through case studies of areas as diverse as the
legal regulation of religious drug use, sacred spaces and sacred places, and
claims of clergy misconduct.
This book brings together two scholarly traditions: experts in Roman, Jewish and
Islamic law, an area where scholars tend to be familiar with work in each area,
and experts in the legal traditions of South and East Asia, which have tended to
be less interdisciplinary. The resulting mix produces new ways of looking at
comparative law and legal history from a global perspective, and these essays
contribute both to our understanding of comparative religion as well as
comparative law.
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