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An in-depth look at the intersection of judgment and statistics in baseball Scouting and scoring are considered fundamentally
different ways of ascertaining value in baseball. Scouting seems to rely on experience and intuition, scoring on performance
metrics and statistics. In Scouting and Scoring, Christopher Phillips rejects these simplistic divisions. He shows how both scouts
and scorers rely on numbers, bureaucracy, trust, and human labor to make sound judgments about the value of baseball players.
Tracing baseball’s story from the nineteenth century to today, Phillips explains that the sport was one of the earliest fields to
introduce numerical analysis, and new methods of data collection were supposed to enable teams to replace scouting with
scoring. But that’s not how things turned out. From the invention of official scorers and Statcast to the creation of the Major
League Scouting Bureau, Scouting and Scoring reveals the inextricable connections between human expertise and data science,
and offers an entirely fresh understanding of baseball.
Do you have a real relationship with God, or do you just have a religion? Do you know God, or do you just know about God? In
How Big Is Your God? Paul Coutinho, SJ, challenges us to grow stronger and deeper in our faith and in our relationship with
God—a God whose love knows no bounds. To help us on our way, Coutinho introduces us to people in various world religions—from
Hindu friends to Buddhist teachers to St. Ignatius of Loyola—who have shaped his spiritual life and made possible his deep,
personal relationship with God.
Longlisted for the PEN/ESPN Award for Literary Sports Writing The lively and fascinating story of baseball’s 150-year hunt for the
perfect pitch In August 2012, Felix Hernandez of the Seattle Mariners pitched a perfect game against the Tampa Bay Rays in what
Terry McDermott calls “one of the greatest exhibitions of off-speed pitches ever put on.” For McDermott, a lifelong fan and student
of baseball, the extraordinary events of that afternoon inspired this incisive meditation on the art of pitching. Within the framework
of Hernandez’s historic achievement, Off Speed provides a vibrant narrative of the history and evolution of pitching, combining
baseball's rich tradition of folklore with the wealth of new metrics from a growing legion of statisticians who are transforming the
way we think about the game. Off Speed is also the personal story of a fan’s steadfast devotion, first kindled in McDermott by his
father at the local diamond in small-town Iowa and now carried forward with the same passion by his own daughters. Approaching
his subject with the love every fan brings to the park and the expertise of a probing journalist, McDermott explores with
irrepressible curiosity the science and the romance of baseball.
Blending scientific fact and sports trivia, Robert Adair examines what a baseball or player in motion does-and why. How fast can a
batted ball go? What effect do stitch patterns have on wind resistance? How far does a curve ball break? Who reaches first base
faster after a bunt, a right- or left-handed batter? The answers are often surprising—and always illuminating. This newly revised
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third edition considers recent developments in the science of sport such as the neurophysiology of batting, bat vibration, and the
character of the "sweet spot." Faster pitchers, longer hitters, and enclosed stadiums also get a good, hard scientific look to
determine their effects on the game. Filled with anecdotes about famous players and incidents, The Physics of Baseball provides
fans with fascinating insights into America's favorite pastime.
"When Sports Illustrated declared on the cover of a June 2014 issue that the Houston Astros would win the World Series in 2017,
people thought Ben Reiter, the article's author, was crazy. The Astros were the worst baseball team in half a century, but they
were more than just bad. They were an embarrassment, a club that didn't even appear to be trying to win. The cover story,
combined with the specificity of Reiter's claim, met instant and nearly universal derision. But three years later, the critics were
proved improbably, astonishingly wrong. How had Reiter predicted it so accurately? And, more important, how had the Astros
pulled off the impossible?"-An unprecedented look inside the world of baseball scouting and evaluation from two of the industry's top prospect analysts For
the modern Major League team, player evaluation is a complex, multi-pronged, high-tech pursuit. But far from becoming obsolete
in this environment—as Michael Lewis' Moneyball once forecast—the role of the scout in today's game has evolved and even
expanded. Rather than being the antithesis of a data-driven approach, scouting now represents an essential analytical component
in a team's arsenal. Future Value is a thorough dive into baseball's changing world of talent acquisition and development, a world
with its own language, methods, metrics, and madness. From rural high schools to elite amateur showcases, from the back fields
of spring training to major league draft rooms, Eric Longenhagen and Kiley McDaniel break down the key systems and techniques
used to assess talent. It's a process that has moved beyond the quintessential stopwatches and radar guns to include statistical
models, countless measurable indicators, and a broader international reach. ?Practical and probing, discussing wide-ranging
topics from tool grades to front office politics, this is an illuminating exploration of how to watch baseball and see the future.
From the award-winning author of THE GREAT WALL OF LUCY WU comes a beautifully written and poignant story of family and
loss, healing and friendship, and the great American pastime, baseball. Twelve-year-old Peter Lee and his family are baseball
lovers, who bond over back lot games and talk of the Pittsburgh Pirates. But when tragedy strikes, the family flies apart and
baseball no longer seems to matter. Is that true? Peter wonders if just maybe the game they love can pull them together and bring
them back, safe at home.
In this book, authors H.A. Dorfman and Karl Kuehl present their practical and proven strategy for developing the mental skills
needed to achieve peack performance at every level of the game.
What s it like to live through sports longest season, the 162-game Major League Baseball schedule? THE GRIND captures the frustration,
impermanence, and glory felt by the players, the staff, and their families from the start of spring training to the final game of the year; classy
baseball writing in the Roger Angell or Tom Boswell tradition.
The definitive insider story of the cheating scandal that rocked Major League Baseball in 2019, bringing down high-profile coaches and
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players, and exposing a long-rumored "sign-stealing" dark side of baseball. By the fall of 2019, most teams around Major League Baseball
suspected that the Houston Astros had been stealing signs for several years. The Astros had won the 2017 World Series and made the
playoffs the next two seasons. All the while, opponents felt that Houston's hitters knew what pitches were coming. The ensuing scandal
rivaled that of the 1919 "Black Sox" and the more recent steroid era, and became one of the most significant that the game had ever seen.
The fallout ensnared many other teams, either as victims, alleged cheaters or both. The Los Angeles Dodgers felt robbed of a World Series
title, and fended off accusations about their organization. Same for the New York Yankees. The Boston Red Sox were soon under
investigation themselves. The New York Mets lost a promising manager before he ever managed a game. Andy Martino, an award-winning
journalist who has covered Major League Baseball for more than a decade, has broken numerous stories about the Astros and sign-stealing
in baseball. In Cheated, Martino takes readers behind the scenes and into the heart of the events that shocked the baseball world. With
inside access to the people directly involved, Martino breaks down not only exactly what happened and when, but reveals the fascinating
explanations of why it all came about. The nuance and detail of the scandal reads like a true sports whodunnit. How did otherwise good
people like Astros' manager A.J. Hinch, bench coach Alex Cora and veteran leader Carlos Beltran find themselves on the wrong side of clear
ethical lines? And did they even know when those lines had been crossed? Cheated is an explosive, electrifying read.
In this groundbreaking book, Keith Law, baseball writer for The Athletic and author of the acclaimed Smart Baseball, offers an era-spanning
dissection of some of the best and worst decisions in modern baseball, explaining what motivated them, what can be learned from them, and
how their legacy has shaped the game. For years, Daniel Kahneman’s iconic work of behavioral science Thinking Fast and Slow has been
required reading in front offices across Major League Baseball. In this smart, incisive, and eye-opening book, Keith Law applies Kahneman’s
ideas about decision making to the game itself. Baseball is a sport of decisions. Some are so small and routine they become the building
blocks of the game itself—what pitch to throw or when to swing away. Others are so huge they dictate the future of franchises—when to make a
strategic trade for a chance to win now, or when to offer a millions and a multi-year contract for a twenty-eight-year-old star. These decisions
have long shaped the behavior of players, managers, and entire franchises. But as those choices have become more complex and datadriven, knowing what’s behind them has become key to understanding the sport. This fascinating, revelatory work explores as never before
the essential question: What were they thinking? Combining behavioral science and interviews with executives, managers, and players, Keith
Law analyzes baseball’s biggest decision making successes and failures, looking at how gambles and calculated risks of all sizes and scales
have shaped the sport, and how the game’s ongoing data revolution is rewriting decades of accepted decision making. In the process, he
explores questions that have long been debated, from whether throwing harder really increases a player’s risk of serious injury to whether
teams actually “overvalue” trade prospects. Bringing his analytical and combative style to some of baseball’s longest running debates, Law
deepens our knowledge of the sport in this entertaining work that is both fun and deeply informative.
The riveting story of four men—Larry Doby, Bill Veeck, Bob Feller, and Satchel Paige—whose improbable union on the Cleveland Indians in the
late 1940s would shape the immediate postwar era of Major League Baseball and beyond. In July 1947, not even three months after Jackie
Robinson debuted on the Brooklyn Dodgers, snapping the color line that had segregated Major League Baseball, Larry Doby would follow in
his footsteps on the Cleveland Indians. Though Doby, as the second Black player in the majors, would struggle during his first summer in
Cleveland, his subsequent turnaround in 1948 from benchwarmer to superstar sparked one of the wildest and most meaningful seasons in
baseball history. In intimate, absorbing detail, Luke Epplin's Our Team traces the story of the integration of the Cleveland Indians and their
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quest for a World Series title through four key participants: Bill Veeck, an eccentric and visionary owner adept at exploding fireworks on and
off the field; Larry Doby, a soft-spoken, hard-hitting pioneer whose major-league breakthrough shattered stereotypes that so much of white
America held about Black ballplayers; Bob Feller, a pitching prodigy from the Iowa cornfields who set the template for the athlete as
businessman; and Satchel Paige, a legendary pitcher from the Negro Leagues whose belated entry into the majors whipped baseball fans
across the country into a frenzy. Together, as the backbone of a team that epitomized the postwar American spirit in all its hopes and
contradictions, these four men would captivate the nation by storming to the World Series--all the while rewriting the rules of what was
possible in sports.
A former Wall Street trader tells the story of his foray into sports betting and how he applied his risk-analyis skills to baseball statistics to
achieve a forty one percent return in 2011.
A warm, intimate portrait of Jackie Robinson, America's sports icon, told from the unique perspective of a unique insider: his only daughter.
Sharon Robinson shares memories of her famous father in this warm loving biography of the man who broke the color barrier in baseball.
Jackie Robinson was an outstanding athlete, a devoted family man and a dedicated civil rights activist. The author explores the fascinating
circumstances surrounding Jackie Robinson's breakthrough. She also tells the off-the-field story of Robinson's hard-won victories and the
inspiring effect he had on his family, his community. . . his country! Includes never-before-published letters by Jackie Robinson, as well as
photos from the Robinson family archives.
“A delight for baseball lovers” (Kirkus Reviews) and “one of the most significant baseball books of the year” (Bob Costas) Ahead of the
Curve uses stories from baseball’s present and past to examine why we sometimes choose ignorance over information, and how tradition
can trump logic. Forget batting average. Kill the “Win.” Say goodbye to starting pitchers. And please, please stop bunting. MLB Network
anchor and commentator Brian Kenny provides “an excellent, entertaining read for the all-around baseball fan” (Library Journal) and shows
how baseball has been revolutionized—not destroyed—by analytical thinking. Most people who resist logical thought in baseball preach
“tradition” and “respecting the game.” But many of baseball’s traditions go back to the nineteenth century, when the pitcher’s job was to
provide the batter with a ball he could hit and fielders played without gloves. Instead of fearing change, Brian Kenny wants fans to think
critically, reject outmoded groupthink, and embrace the changes that have come with the sabermetric era. In his entertaining and enlightening
book, Kenny discusses why the pitching win-loss record, the Triple Crown, fielding errors, and so-called battling titles should be ignored. He
also points out how fossilized sportswriters have been electing the wrong MVP’s and ignoring legitimate candidates for the Hall of Fame; why
managers are hired based on their looks; and how the most important position in baseball may just be “Director of Decision Sciences.”
“Prepare to have your brain and your assumptions challenged. Guided by data and a deep love of the game, Brian Kenny takes a cuttingedge look at where baseball is and where it is going” (Tom Verducci, Sports Illustrated). Illustrated with unique anecdotes from those who
have reshaped the game, Ahead of the Curve is “a great story about the game in the age of information and technology” (Billy Beane).
New York Times Bestseller After twenty consecutive losing seasons for the Pittsburgh Pirates, team morale was low, the club's payroll ranked
near the bottom of the sport, game attendance was down, and the city was becoming increasingly disenchanted with its team. Pittsburghers
joked their town was the city of champions...and the Pirates. Big Data Baseball is the story of how the 2013 Pirates, mired in the longest
losing streak in North American pro sports history, adopted drastic big-data strategies to end the drought, make the playoffs, and turn around
the franchise's fortunes. Award-winning journalist Travis Sawchik takes you behind the scenes to expertly weave together the stories of the
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key figures who changed the way the small-market Pirates played the game. For manager Clint Hurdle and the front office staff to save their
jobs, they could not rely on a free agent spending spree, instead they had to improve the sum of their parts and find hidden value. They had
to change. From Hurdle shedding his old-school ways to work closely with Neal Huntington, the forward-thinking data-driven GM and his
team of talented analysts; to pitchers like A. J. Burnett and Gerrit Cole changing what and where they threw; to Russell Martin, the
undervalued catcher whose expert use of the nearly-invisible skill of pitch framing helped the team's pitchers turn more balls into strikes; to
Clint Barmes, a solid shortstop and one of the early adopters of the unconventional on-field shift which forced the entire infield to realign into
positions they never stood in before. Under Hurdle's leadership, a culture of collaboration and creativity flourished as he successfully blended
whiz kid analysts with graybeard coaches—a kind of symbiotic teamwork which was unique to the sport. Big Data Baseball is Moneyball on
steroids. It is an entertaining and enlightening underdog story that uses the 2013 Pirates season as the perfect lens to examine the sport's
burgeoning big-data movement. With the help of data-tracking systems like PitchF/X and TrackMan, the Pirates collected millions of data
points on every pitch and ball in play to create a tome of color-coded reports that revealed groundbreaking insights for how to win more
games without spending a dime. In the process, they discovered that most batters struggled to hit two-seam fastballs, that an aggressive
defensive shift on the field could turn more batted balls into outs, and that a catcher's most valuable skill was hidden. All these data points
which aren't immediately visible to players and spectators, are the bit of magic that led the Pirates to spin straw in to gold, finish the 2013
season in second place, end a twenty-year losing streak.

Presents a history of the Negro leagues, in the form of a school report written by a young girl after a visit to the National Baseball
Hall of Fame.
The author brings an amazing story of a world that looks only too possible, and a family struggling to maintain its humanity in
circumstances that daily threaten their every value and their very existence.
Broken up into sections (pitching, fielding, hitting), this authoritative yet fun and easy guide will help readers young and old fully
understand and comprehend the statistics that are the present and future of our national pastime. We all know what a .300 hitter
looks like. The same with a 20-game winner. Those numbers are ingrained in our brains. But do they mean as much as we think?
Do we feel the same way when we hear a batter has a .390 wOBA? How about a pitcher with a 1.2 WHIP? These statistics are the
future of modern baseball, and no fan should be in the dark about how these metrics apply to the game. In the last twenty years,
an avalanche of analytics has taken over the way the game is played, managed, and assessed, but the statistics that drive the
sport (metrics like wRC+, FIP, and WAR, just to name a few) read like alphabet soup to a large number of fans who still think
batting average, RBIs, and wins are the best barometers for baseball players. In A Fan’s Guide to Baseball Analytics, MLB.com
reporter and columnist Anthony Castrovince has taken on the role as explainer to help such fans understand why the old stats
don’t always add up. Readers will also learn where these modern stats came from, what they convey, and how to use them to
evaluate players of the present, past, and future. For instance, what if we told you that when Joe DiMaggio had his famous
56-game hitting streak in 1941, helping him win the AL MVP, that there was, perhaps, someone more deserving? In fact, the great
Ted Williams actually had a higher fWAR, bWAR, wRC+, OPS, OPS+, ISO, RC . . . well, you get the picture. So, streak or no
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streak, Williams should have been league MVP. An introductory course on sabermetrics, A Fan’s Guide to Baseball Analytics is
an easily digestible resource that readers can keep turning back to when they see a modern metric referenced in today’s baseball
coverage.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NEWBERY MEDAL WINNER • NATIONAL BOOK AWARD WINNER Dig deep in this
award-winning, modern classic that will remind readers that adventure is right around the corner--or just under your feet! Stanley
Yelnats is under a curse. A curse that began with his no-good-dirty-rotten-pig-stealing-great-great-grandfather and has since
followed generations of Yelnatses. Now Stanley has been unjustly sent to a boys’ detention center, Camp Green Lake, where the
boys build character by spending all day, every day digging holes exactly five feet wide and five feet deep. There is no lake at
Camp Green Lake. But there are an awful lot of holes. It doesn’t take long for Stanley to realize there’s more than character
improvement going on at Camp Green Lake. The boys are digging holes because the warden is looking for something. But what
could be buried under a dried-up lake? Stanley tries to dig up the truth in this inventive and darkly humorous tale of crime and
punishment—and redemption. "A smart jigsaw puzzle of a novel." —New York Times *Includes a double bonus: an excerpt from
Small Steps, the follow-up to Holes, as well as an excerpt from the New York Times bestseller Fuzzy Mud.
The principles of value investing have resonated with savvy practitioners in the world of finance for a long time. In Creating
Strategic Value, Joseph Calandro Jr. explores how the core ideas and methods of value investing can be profitably applied to
corporate strategy and management. Calandro builds from an analysis of traditional value investing concepts to their strategic
applications. He surveys value investing’s past, present, and future, drawing on influential texts, from Graham and Dodd’s timetested works to more recent studies, to reveal potent managerial lessons. He explains the theoretical aspects of value investingconsistent approaches to corporate strategy and management and details how they can be successfully employed through
practical case studies that demonstrate value realization in action. Calandro analyzes the applicability of key ideas such as the
margin-of-safety principle to corporate strategy in a wide range of areas beyond stocks and bonds. He highlights the importance of
an “information advantage”—knowing something that a firm’s competitors either do not know or choose to ignore—and explains
how corporate managers can apply this key value investing differentiator. Offering expert insight into the use of time-tested value
investing principles in new fields, Creating Strategic Value is an important book for corporate strategy and management
practitioners at all levels as well as for students and researchers.
An Adam Grant Spring Book Pick Finalist for the Next Big Idea Club "A must-read this spring -- a fantastically well-written
exploration of our need for ownership and the costs of greed." --Andrew Solomon, National Book Award-winning author of Far
From the Tree A hidden set of rules governs who owns what--explaining everything from whether you can recline your airplane
seat to why HBO lets you borrow a password illegally--and in this lively and entertaining guide, two acclaimed law professors
reveal how things become "mine." "Mine" is one of the first words babies learn. By the time we grow up, the idea of ownership
seems natural, whether buying a cup of coffee or a house. But who controls the space behind your airplane seat: you reclining or
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the squished laptop user behind? Why is plagiarism wrong, but it's okay to knock-off a recipe or a dress design? And after a
snowstorm, why does a chair in the street hold your parking space in Chicago, but in New York you lose the space and the chair?
Mine! explains these puzzles and many more. Surprisingly, there are just six simple stories that everyone uses to claim everything.
Owners choose the story that steers us to do what they want. But we can always pick a different story. This is true not just for
airplane seats, but also for battles over digital privacy, climate change, and wealth inequality. As Michael Heller and James
Salzman show--in the spirited style of Freakonomics, Nudge, and Predictably Irrational--ownership is always up for grabs. With
stories that are eye-opening, mind-bending, and sometimes infuriating, Mine! reveals the rules of ownership that secretly control
our lives.
With its three-hour-long contests, 162-game seasons, and countless measurable variables, baseball is a sport which lends itself to
self-reflection and obsessive analysis. It's a thinking game. It's also a shifting game. Nowhere is this more evident than in the
statistical revolution which has swept through the pastime in recent years, bringing metrics like WAR, OPS, and BABIP into front
offices and living rooms alike. So what's on the horizon for a game that is constantly evolving? Positioned at the crossroads of
sabermetrics and cognitive science, The Shift alters the trajectory of both traditional and analytics-based baseball thought. With a
background in clinical psychology as well as experience in major league front offices, Baseball Prospectus' Russell Carleton
illuminates advanced statistics and challenges cultural assumptions, demonstrating along the way that data and logic need not be
at odds with the human elements of baseball—in fact, they're inextricably intertwined. Covering topics ranging from infield shifts to
paradigm shifts, Carleton writes with verve, honesty, and an engaging style, inviting all those who love the game to examine it
deeply and maybe a little differently. Data becomes digestible; intangibles are rendered not only accessible, but quantifiable.
Casual fans and statheads alike will not want to miss this compelling meditation on what makes baseball tick.
The incredible inside story of power, money, and baseball's last twenty years In the fall of 1992, America's National Pastime is in
crisis and already on the path to the unthinkable: cancelling a World Series for the first time in history. The owners are at war with
each other, their decades-long battle with the players has turned America against both sides, and the players' growing addiction to
steroids will threaten the game's very foundation. It is a tipping point for baseball, a crucial moment in the game's history that
catalyzes a struggle for power by three strong-willed men: Commissioner Bud Selig, Yankees owner George Steinbrenner, and
union leader Don Fehr. It's their uneasy alliance at the end of decades of struggle that pulls the game back from the brink and
turns it into a money-making powerhouse that enriches them all. This is the real story of baseball, played out against a tableau of
stunning athletic feats, high-stakes public battles, and backroom political deals--with a supporting cast that includes Barry Bonds
and Mark McGwire, Joe Torre and Derek Jeter, George Bush and George Mitchell, and many more. Drawing from hundreds of
extensive, exclusive interviews throughout baseball, The Game is a stunning achievement: a rigorously reported book and the
must-read, fly-on-the-wall, definitive account of how an enormous struggle for power turns disaster into baseball's Golden Age.

Move over, Moneyball -- a cutting-edge look at major league baseball's next revolution: the high-tech quest to build better
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players. As bestselling authors Ben Lindbergh and Travis Sawchik reveal in The MVP Machine, the Moneyball era is
over. Fifteen years after Michael Lewis brought the Oakland Athletics' groundbreaking team-building strategies to light,
every front office takes a data-driven approach to evaluating players, and the league's smarter teams no longer have a
huge advantage in valuing past performance. Lindbergh and Sawchik's behind-the-scenes reporting reveals: How the
2017 Astros and 2018 Red Sox used cutting-edge technology to win the World Series How undersized afterthoughts
José Altuve and Mookie Betts became big sluggers and MVPs How polarizing pitcher Trevor Bauer made himself a Cy
Young contender How new analytical tools have overturned traditional pitching and hitting techniques How a wave of
young talent is making MLB both better than ever and arguably worse to watch Instead of out-drafting, out-signing, and
out-trading their rivals, baseball's best minds have turned to out-developing opponents, gaining greater edges than ever
by perfecting prospects and eking extra runs out of older athletes who were once written off. Lindbergh and Sawchik take
us inside the transformation of former fringe hitters into home-run kings, show how washed-up pitchers have emerged as
aces, and document how coaching and scouting are being turned upside down. The MVP Machine charts the future of a
sport and offers a lesson that goes beyond baseball: Success stems not from focusing on finished products, but from
making the most of untapped potential.
The untold story of baseball’s nineteenth-century origins: “a delightful look at a young nation creating a pastime that was
love from the first crack of the bat” (Paul Dickson, The Wall Street Journal). You may have heard that Abner Doubleday
or Alexander Cartwright invented baseball. Neither did. You may have been told that a club called the Knickerbockers
played the first baseball game in 1846. They didn’t. Perhaps you’ve read that baseball’s color line was first crossed by
Jackie Robinson in 1947. Nope. Baseball’s true founders don’t have plaques in Cooperstown. They were hundreds of
uncredited, ordinary people who played without gloves, facemasks, or performance incentives. Unlike today’s pro
athletes, they lived full lives outside of sports. They worked, built businesses, and fought against the South in the Civil
War. In this myth-busting history, Thomas W. Gilbert reveals the true beginnings of baseball. Through newspaper
accounts, diaries, and other accounts, he explains how it evolved through the mid-nineteenth century into a modern sport
of championships, media coverage, and famous stars—all before the first professional league was formed in 1871. Winner
of the Casey Award: Best Baseball Book of the Year
Analyzing Baseball Data with R Second Edition introduces R to sabermetricians, baseball enthusiasts, and students
interested in exploring the richness of baseball data. It equips you with the necessary skills and software tools to perform
all the analysis steps, from importing the data to transforming them into an appropriate format to visualizing the data via
graphs to performing a statistical analysis. The authors first present an overview of publicly available baseball datasets
Page 8/13

Download Free Smart Baseball The Story Behind The Old Stats That Are Ruining The Game The New Ones That
Are Running It And The Right Way To Think About Baseball
and a gentle introduction to the type of data structures and exploratory and data management capabilities of R. They also
cover the ggplot2 graphics functions and employ a tidyverse-friendly workflow throughout. Much of the book illustrates
the use of R through popular sabermetrics topics, including the Pythagorean formula, runs expectancy, catcher framing,
career trajectories, simulation of games and seasons, patterns of streaky behavior of players, and launch angles and exit
velocities. All the datasets and R code used in the text are available online. New to the second edition are a systematic
adoption of the tidyverse and incorporation of Statcast player tracking data (made available by Baseball Savant). All code
from the first edition has been revised according to the principles of the tidyverse. Tidyverse packages, including dplyr,
ggplot2, tidyr, purrr, and broom are emphasized throughout the book. Two entirely new chapters are made possible by
the availability of Statcast data: one explores the notion of catcher framing ability, and the other uses launch angle and
exit velocity to estimate the probability of a home run. Through the book’s various examples, you will learn about modern
sabermetrics and how to conduct your own baseball analyses. Max Marchi is a Baseball Analytics Analyst for the
Cleveland Indians. He was a regular contributor to The Hardball Times and Baseball Prospectus websites and previously
consulted for other MLB clubs. Jim Albert is a Distinguished University Professor of statistics at Bowling Green State
University. He has authored or coauthored several books including Curve Ball and Visualizing Baseball and was the
editor of the Journal of Quantitative Analysis of Sports. Ben Baumer is an assistant professor of statistical & data
sciences at Smith College. Previously a statistical analyst for the New York Mets, he is a co-author of The Sabermetric
Revolution and Modern Data Science with R.
Baseball "by The Book."
From its modest beginnings in rural America to its current status as an entertainment industry in postindustrial America
enjoyed worldwide by millions each season, the linkages between baseball’s evolution and our nation’s history are
undeniable. Through war, depression, times of tumultuous upheaval and of great prosperity – baseball has been held up
as our national pastime: the single greatest expression of America’s values and ideals. Combining a comprehensive
history of the game with broader analyses of America’s historical and cultural developments, National Pastime
encapsulates the values that have allowed it to endure: hope, tradition, escape, revolution. While nostalgia, scandal,
malaise and triumph are contained within the study of any American historical moment, we see in this book that the
tensions and developments within the game of baseball afford the best window into a deeper understanding of America’s
past, its purpose, and its principles.
For fans of Hidden Figures and Steve Sheinkin's Undefeated, Andrea Williams's Baseball's Leading Lady is the powerful
true story of Effa Manley, the first and only woman inducted into the National Baseball Hall of Fame. Before Jackie
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Robinson broke Major League Baseball's color barrier in 1947, Black athletes played in the Negro Leagues--on teams
coached by Black managers, cheered on by Black fans, and often run by Black owners. Here is the riveting true story of
the woman at the center of the Black baseball world: Effa Manley, co-owner and business manager of the Newark
Eagles. Elegant yet gutsy, she cultivated a powerhouse team. Yet just as her Eagles reached their pinnacle, so did calls
to integrate baseball, a move that would all but extinguish the Negro Leagues. On and off the field, Effa hated to lose.
She had devoted her life to Black empowerment--but in the battle for Black baseball, was the game rigged against her?
Baseball is a strange sport: it consists of long periods in which little seems to be happening, punctuated by high-energy
outbursts of rapid fire activity. Because of this, despite ever greater profits, Major League Baseball is bent on finding
ways to shorten games, and to tailor baseball to today's shorter attention spans. But for the true fan, baseball is always
compelling to watch -and intellectually fascinating. It's superficially slow-pace is an opportunity to participate in the
distinctive thinking practice that defines the game. If baseball is boring, it's boring the way philosophy is boring: not
because there isn't a lot going on, but because the challenge baseball poses is making sense of it all. In this deeply
entertaining book, philosopher and baseball fan Alva Noë explores the many unexpected ways in which baseball is truly
a philosophical kind of game. For example, he ponders how observers of baseball are less interested in what happens,
than in who is responsible for what happens; every action receives praise or blame. To put it another way, in baseball as in the law - we decide what happened based on who is responsible for what happened. Noe also explains the curious
activity of keeping score: a score card is not merely a record of the game, like a video recording; it is an account of the
game. Baseball requires that true fans try to tell the story of the game, in real time, as it unfolds, and thus actively
participate in its creation. Some argue that baseball is fundamentally a game about numbers. Noe's wide-ranging,
thoughtful observations show that, to the contrary, baseball is not only a window on language, culture, and the nature of
human action, but is intertwined with deep and fundamental human truths. The book ranges from the nature of umpiring
and the role of instant replay, to the nature of the strike zone, from the rampant use of surgery to controversy surrounding
performance enhancing drugs. Throughout, Noe's observations are surprising and provocative. Infinite Baseball is a book
for the true baseball fan.
Triumphant wins, gut-wrenching losses, last-second shots, underdogs, competition, and loyalty—it’s fun to be a fan. But
when a football player takes a hit to the head after yet another study has warned of the dangers of CTE, or when a team
whose mascot was born in an era of racism and bigotry takes the field, or when a relief pitcher accused of domestic
violence saves the game, how is one to cheer? Welcome to the club for sports fans who care too much. In Loving Sports
When They Don’t Love You Back, acclaimed sports writers Jessica Luther and Kavitha A. Davidson tackle the most
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pressing issues in sports, why they matter, and how we can do better. For the authors, “sticking to sports” is not an
option—not when our taxes are paying for the stadiums, and college athletes aren’t getting paid at all. But simply quitting
a favorite team won’t change corrupt and deplorable practices, and the root causes of many of these problems are
endemic in our wider society. An essential read for modern fans, Loving Sports When They Don’t Love You Back
challenges the status quo and explores how we might begin to reconcile our conscience with our fandom.
While baseball is traditionally perceived as a game to be played, enjoyed, and reported from a masculine perspective, it
has long been beloved among women—more so than any other spectator sport. Breaking into Baseball: Women and the
National Pastime upends baseball’s accepted history to at last reveal just how involved women are, and have always
been, in the American game. Through provocative interviews and deft research, Jean Hastings Ardell devotes a detailed
chapter to each of the seven ways women participate in the game—from the stands as fans, on the field as professionals
or as amateur players, behind the plate as umpires, in the front office as executives, in the press box as sportswriters and
reporters, or in the shadows as Baseball Annies. From these revelatory vantage points, Ardell invites overdue
appreciation for the affinity and talent women bring to baseball at all levels and shows us our national game anew. From
its ancient origins in spring fertility rituals through contemporary marketing efforts geared toward an ever-increasing
female fan base, baseball has always had a feminine side, and generations of women have sought—and been sought
after—to participate in the sport, even when doing so meant challenging the cultural mores of their era. In that regard,
women have been breaking into baseball from the very beginning. But recent decades have witnessed great strides in
legitimizing women’s roles on the diamond as players and umpires as well as in vital management and media roles. In
her thoughtfully organized and engagingly written survey, Ardell offers a chance for sports enthusiasts and historians of
both genders to better appreciate the storied and complex relationship women have so long shared with the game and to
glimpse the future of women in baseball. Breaking into Baseball is augmented by twenty-four illustrations and a foreword
from Ila Borders, the first woman to play more than three seasons of men’s professional baseball.
At Westish College, a small school on the shore of Lake Michigan, baseball star Henry Skrimshander seems destined for
big league stardom. But when a routine throw goes disastrously off course, the fates of five people are upended. Henry's
fight against self-doubt threatens to ruin his future. College president Guert Affenlight, a longtime bachelor, has fallen
unexpectedly and helplessly in love. Owen Dunne, Henry's gay roommate and teammate, becomes caught up in a
dangerous affair. Mike Schwartz, the Harpooners' team captain and Henry's best friend, realizes he has guided Henry's
career at the expense of his own. And Pella Affenlight, Guert's daughter, returns to Westish after escaping an ill-fated
marriage, determined to start a new life. As the season counts down to its climactic final game, these five are forced to
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confront their deepest hopes, anxieties, and secrets. In the process they forge new bonds, and help one another find
their true paths. Written with boundless intelligence and filled with the tenderness of youth, The Art of Fielding is an
expansive, warmhearted novel about ambition and its limits, about family and friendship and love, and about
commitment--to oneself and to others.
Baseball was different in earlier days—tougher, rawer, more intimate—when giants like Babe Ruth and Ty Cobb ran the
bases. In the monumental classic The Glory of Their Times, the golden era of our national pastime comes alive through
the vibrant words of those who played and lived the game.
Predictably Irrational meets Moneyball in ESPN veteran writer and statistical analyst Keith Law’s iconoclastic look at the
numbers game of baseball, proving why some of the most trusted stats are surprisingly wrong, explaining what numbers
actually work, and exploring what the rise of Big Data means for the future of the sport. For decades, statistics such as
batting average, saves recorded, and pitching won-lost records have been used to measure individual players’ and
teams’ potential and success. But in the past fifteen years, a revolutionary new standard of
measurement—sabermetrics—has been embraced by front offices in Major League Baseball and among fantasy baseball
enthusiasts. But while sabermetrics is recognized as being smarter and more accurate, traditionalists, including
journalists, fans, and managers, stubbornly believe that the "old" way—a combination of outdated numbers and "gut"
instinct—is still the best way. Baseball, they argue, should be run by people, not by numbers.? In this informative and
provocative book, teh renowned ESPN analyst and senior baseball writer demolishes a century’s worth of accepted
wisdom, making the definitive case against the long-established view. Armed with concrete examples from different eras
of baseball history, logic, a little math, and lively commentary, he shows how the allegiance to these numbers—dating
back to the beginning of the professional game—is firmly rooted not in accuracy or success, but in baseball’s irrational
adherence to tradition. While Law gores sacred cows, from clutch performers to RBIs to the infamous save rule, he also
demystifies sabermetrics, explaining what these "new" numbers really are and why they’re vital. He also considers the
game’s future, examining how teams are using Data—from PhDs to sophisticated statistical databases—to build future
rosters; changes that will transform baseball and all of professional sports.
Discover the definitive biography of Yogi Berra, the New York Yankees icon, winner of 10 World Series championships,
and the most-quoted player in baseball history. Lawrence "Yogi" Berra was never supposed to become a major league
ballplayer. That's what his immigrant father told him. That's what Branch Rickey told him, too—right to Berra's face, in fact.
Even the lowly St. Louis Browns of his youth said he'd never make it in the big leagues. Yet baseball was his lifeblood. It
was the only thing he ever cared about. Heck, it was the only thing he ever thought about. Berra couldn't allow a constant
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stream of ridicule about his appearance, taunts about his speech, and scorn about his perceived lack of intelligence to
keep him from becoming one of the best to ever play the game—at a position requiring the very skills he was told he did
not have. Drawing on more than one hundred interviews and four years of reporting, Jon Pessah delivers a
transformational portrait of how Berra handled his hard-earned success—on and off the playing field—as well as his
failures; how the man who insisted "I really didn't say everything I said!" nonetheless shaped decades of America's
culture; and how Berra's humility and grace redefined what it truly means to be a star. Overshadowed on the field by Joe
DiMaggio early in his career and later by a youthful Mickey Mantle, Berra emerges as not only the best loved Yankee but
one of the most appealingly simple, innately complex, and universally admired men in all of America.
Explains how Billy Beene, the general manager of the Oakland Athletics, is using a new kind of thinking to build a
successful and winning baseball team without spending enormous sums of money.
Interest in Sabermetrics has increased dramatically in recent years as the need to better compare baseball players has
intensified among managers, agents and fans, and even other players. The authors explain how traditional
measures—such as Earned Run Average, Slugging Percentage, and Fielding Percentage—along with new statistics—Wins
Above Average, Fielding Independent Pitching, Wins Above Replacement, the Equivalence Coefficient and others—define
the value of players. Actual player statistics are used in developing models, while examples and exercises are provided
in each chapter. This book serves as a guide for both beginners and those who wish to be successful in fantasy leagues.
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