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The Armies Of Ancient Persia The Sassanians
Around 550 B.C.E. the Persian people—who were previously practically unknown in the
annals of history—emerged from their base in southern Iran (Fars) and engaged in a
monumental adventure that, under the leadership of Cyrus the Great and his
successors, culminated in the creation of an immense Empire that stretched from
central Asia to Upper Egypt, from the Indus to the Danube. The Persian (or
Achaemenid, named for its reigning dynasty) Empire assimilated an astonishing
diversity of lands, peoples, languages, and cultures. This conquest of Near Eastern
lands completely altered the history of the world: for the first time, a monolithic State as
vast as the future Roman Empire arose, expanded, and matured in the course of more
than two centuries (530–330) and endured until the death of Alexander the Great (323),
who from a geopolitical perspective was “the last of the Achaemenids.” Even today,
the remains of the Empire-the terraces, palaces, reliefs, paintings, and enameled bricks
of Pasargadae, Persepolis, and Susa; the impressive royal tombs of Naqsh-i Rustam;
the monumental statue of Darius the Great-serve to remind visitors of the power and
unprecedented luxury of the Great Kings and their loyal courtiers (the “Faithful Ones”).
Though long eclipsed and overshadowed by the towering prestige of the “ancient
Orient” and “eternal Greece,” Achaemenid history has emerged into fresh light during
the last two decades. Freed from the tattered rags of “Oriental decadence” and
“Asiatic stagnation,” research has also benefited from a continually growing number of
discoveries that have provided important new evidence-including texts, as well as
archaeological, numismatic, and iconographic artifacts. The evidence that this book
assembles is voluminous and diverse: the citations of ancient documents and of the
archaeological evidence permit the reader to follow the author in his role as a historian
who, across space and time, attempts to understand how such an Empire emerged,
developed, and faded. Though firmly grounded in the evidence, the author’s
discussions do not avoid persistent questions and regularly engages divergent
interpretations and alternative hypotheses. This book is without precedent or
equivalent, and also offers an exhaustive bibliography and thorough indexes. The
French publication of this magisterial work in 1996 was acclaimed in newspapers and
literary journals. Now Histoire de l’Empire Perse: De Cyrus a Alexandre is translated in
its entirety in a revised edition, with the author himself reviewing the translation,
correcting the original edition, and adding new documentation. Pierre Briant, Chaire
Histoire et civilisation du monde achémenide et de l’empire d’Alexandre, Collège de
France, is a specialist in the history of the Near East during the era of the Persian
Empire and the conquests of Alexander. He is the author of numerous books. Peter T.
Daniels, the translator, is an independent scholar, editor, and translator who studied at
Cornell University and the University of Chicago. He lives and works in New York City.
From the clash of bronze weapons on bronze armor to the fall of Rome, war often
decided the course of ancient history. This volume is a practical introduction to the
study of warfare in the ancient world, beginning with Egypt and Mesopotamia, and
tracing the advances made in battle tactics, technology, and government over hundreds
of years, culminating with developments in Greece and the Roman Empire. The
chronological structure allows the reader to trace certain general themes down through
the centuries: how various civilizations waged war; who served in the various armies
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and why; who the generals and officers were who made the decisions in the field; what
type of government controlled these armies; and from what type of society they sprang.
Major events and important individuals are discussed in their historical contexts,
providing a complete understanding of underlying causes, and enabling readers to
follow the evolution of ancient warfare as armies and empires became steadily larger
and more sophisticated. Yet as Chrissanthos makes clear, history comes full circle
during this period. Rome's collapse in 476 C.E. inaugurated an unforeseen dark age in
which great armies were left decimated despite advanced technology that, while
proving decisive in the outcome of many critical battles and stand-offs, had vanished
amidst the Empire's crumbling walls. In addition to the chronological treatment,
Chrissanthos also includes sections on such important topics as chariot warfare,
cavalry, naval warfare, elephants in battle, the face of battle, and such vital, but oftenoverlooked topics as the provisioning of the army with sufficient food and water.
Eyewitness accounts are incorporated throughout each chapter, allowing the reader
brief glimpses into the life and times of peasants and soldiers, generals and politicians,
all of whom were dealing with war and its irreconcilable consequences from differing
vantage points. Battle diagrams and maps are carefully placed throughout the text to
help the reader visualize particular aspects of ancient warfare. The book also furnishes
a detailed timeline and an extensive bibliography containing both modern and ancient
sources.
"In this lively and comprehensive new biography, Richard Stoneman shows how
Xerxes, despite sympathetic treatment by the contemporary Greek writers Aeschylus
and Herodotus, had his reputation destroyed by later Greek writers and by the
propaganda of Alexander the Great. Stoneman draws on the latest research in
Achaemenid studies and archaeology to present the ruler from the Persian
perspective."--Publisher's website.
An innovative approach to the history of the First Persian Empire, offering an accessible
historical narrative for students and general readers alike A History of the Achaemenid
Empire considers archaeological and written sources to provide an expansive, sourcebased introduction to the diverse and culturally rich world of ancient Achaemenid
Persia. Assuming no prior background, this accessible textbook follows the dynastic
line from the establishment and expansion of the empire under the early Achaemenid
kings to its collapse in 330 BCE. The text integrates the latest research, key primary
sources, and archaeological data to offer readers deep insights into the empire, its
kings, and its people. Chronologically organized chapters contain written,
archaeological, and visual sources that highlight key learning points, stimulate
discussion, and encourage readers to evaluate specific pieces of evidence. Throughout
the text, author Maria Brosius emphasizes the necessity to critically assess Greek
sources—highlighting how their narrative of Achaemenid political historyoften depicted
stereotypical images of the Persians rather than historical reality. Topics include the
establishment of empire under Cyrus the Great, Greek-Persian relations, the creation of
a Persian ruling class, the bureaucracy and operation of the empire, Persian diplomacy
and foreign policy, and the reign of Darius III. This innovative textbook: Offers a unique
approach to Achaemenid history, considering both archaeological and literary sources
Places primary Persian and Near Eastern sources in their cultural, political, and
historical context Examines material rarely covered in non-specialist texts, such as
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royal inscriptions, Aramaic documents, and recent archaeological finds Features a
comprehensive introduction to Achaemenid geography, Greek historiography, and
modern scholarship on the Persian War Part of the acclaimed Blackwell History of the
Ancient Worldseries, A History of the Achaemenid Empire is a perfect primary textbook
for courses in Ancient History, Near Eastern Studies, and Classical Civilizations, as well
as an invaluable resource for general readers with interest in the history of empires,
particularly the first Persian empire or Iranian civilization.
In his highly influential book The Threatening Storm, bestselling author Kenneth Pollack
both informed and defined the national debate about Iraq. Now, in The Persian Puzzle,
published to coincide with the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Iran hostage crisis, he
examines the behind-the-scenes story of the tumultuous relationship between Iran and
the United States, and weighs options for the future. Here Pollack, a former CIA analyst
and National Security Council official, brings his keen analysis and insider perspective
to the long and ongoing clash between the United States and Iran, beginning with the
fall of the shah and the seizure of the American embassy in Tehran in 1979. Pollack
examines all the major events in U.S.-Iran relations–including the hostage crisis, the
U.S. tilt toward Iraq during the Iran-Iraq war, the Iran-Contra scandal, American-Iranian
military tensions in 1987 and 1988, the covert Iranian war against U.S. interests in the
Persian Gulf that culminated in the 1996 Khobar Towers terrorist attack in Saudi Arabia,
and recent U.S.-Iran skirmishes over Afghanistan and Iraq. He explains the strategies
and motives from American and Iranian perspectives and tells how each crisis colored
the thinking of both countries’ leadership as they shaped and reshaped their policies
over time. Pollack also describes efforts by moderates of various stripes to try to find
some way past animosities to create a new dynamic in Iranian-American relations, only
to find that when one side was ready for such a step, the other side fell short. With
balanced tone and insight, Pollack explains how the United States and Iran reached
this impasse; why this relationship is critical to regional, global, and U.S. interests; and
what basic political choices are available as we deal with this important but deeply
troubled country.
Throughout most of the classical period, Persia was one of the great superpowers,
placing a limit on the expansion of Western powers. It was the most formidable rival to
the Roman empire for centuries, until Persia, by then under the Sassanians, was
overwhelmed by the Islamic conquests in the seventh century AD. Yet, the armies of
ancient Persia have received relatively little detailed attention, certainly in comparison
to those of Rome. This work is the firsst of three volumes that will form the most
comprehensive study of ancient Persian armies available.The Sassanians, the native
Iranian dynasty that ousted their Parthian overlords in AD 226, developed a highly
sophisticated army that was able for centuries to hold off all comers. They continued
the Parthians famous winning combination of swift horse archers with heavily-armored
cataphract cavalry, also making much use of war elephants, but Kaveh Farrokh
interestingly demonstrates that their oft-maligned infantry has been much
underestimated.The author, born in Athens, Greece, and expert in ancient Persian
languages and military history, has been researching the military history and technology
of Persia for a quarter of a century. He draws on the latest research and new
archaeological evidence, focusing on the organization, equipment and tactics of the
armies that dominated the ancient Middle East for so long.
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The War of the Three Gods is a military history of the Near and Middle East in the
seventh century—with its chief focus on the reign of the Eastern Roman Emperor
Heraclius (AD 610–641)—a pivotal and dramatic time in world history. The Eastern
Roman Empire was brought to the very brink of extinction by the Sassanid Persians
before Heraclius managed to inflict a crushing defeat on the Sassanids with a
desperate, final gambit. His conquests were short-lived, however, for the newly
converted adherents of Islam burst upon the region, administering the coup de grace to
Sassanid power and laying siege to Constantinople itself, ushering in a new era. Peter
Crawford skillfully narrates the three-way struggle between the Christian Roman,
Zoroastrian Persian, and Islamic Arab empires, a period of conflict peopled with
fascinating characters, including Heraclius, Khusro II, and the Prophet Muhammad
himself. Many of the epic battles of the period—Nineveh, Yarmuk, Qadisiyyah and
Nahavand—and sieges such as those of Jerusalem and Constantinople are described in
as rich detail. The strategies and tactics of these very different armies are discussed
and analyzed, while plentiful maps allow the reader to follow the events and varying
fortunes of the contending empires. This is an exciting and important study of a conflict
that reshaped the map of the world. Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Arcade imprint,
are proud to publish a broad range of books for readers interested in history--books
about World War II, the Third Reich, Hitler and his henchmen, the JFK assassination,
conspiracies, the American Civil War, the American Revolution, gladiators, Vikings,
ancient Rome, medieval times, the old West, and much more. While not every title we
publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are
committed to books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked and to authors whose
work might not otherwise find a home.
The first Persian Empire (559-331 BCE) was the biggest land empire the world had
seen, and seated at the heart of its vast dominions, in the south of modern-day Iran,
was the person of the Great King. Immortalized in Greek literature as despotic tyrants,
a new vision of Persian monarchy is emerging from Iranian, and other, sources (literary,
visual, and archaeological), which show the Kings in a very different light. Inscriptions of
Cyrus, Darius, Xerxes, and their heirs present an image of Persian rulers as liberators,
peace-makers, valiant warriors, righteous god-fearing judges, and law-makers.Around
them the Kings established lavish and sophisticated courts, the centres of political
decision-making and cultural achievements in which the image of monarchy was
endorsed and advanced by an almost theatrical display of grandeur and power.This
book explores the representation of Persian monarchy and the court of the Achaemenid
Great Kings from the point of view of the ancient Iranians themselves and th
Alexander the Great (356-323 BC), who led the Macedonian army to victory in Egypt, Syria,
Persia and India, was perhaps the most successful conqueror the world has ever seen. Yet
although no other individual has attracted so much speculation across the centuries, Alexander
himself remains an enigma. Curtius' History offers a great deal of information unobtainable
from other sources of the time. A compelling narrative of a turbulent era, the work recounts
events on a heroic scale, detailing court intrigue, stirring speeches and brutal battles - among
them, those of Macedonia's great war with Persia, which was to culminate in Alexander's final
triumph over King Darius and the defeat of an ancient and mighty empire. It also provides by
far the most plausible and haunting portrait of Alexander we possess: a brilliantly realized
image of a man ruined by constant good fortune in his youth.
Discusses the transportation, agriculture, lifestyle, and daily life during the Persian Empire.
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Explores The Persian's Importance, Place In History, And Major Contributions To Society.
The armies of Cyrus, Xerxes and Darius III are usually understood through the lens of classical
literature and stereotypes about the orient. Sean Manning proposes a new understanding
based on all kinds of evidence and the study of the ancient Near East. He examines the last
century and a half of research in its historical and ideological context. Three core chapters treat
Akkadian tablets, Aramaic documents, royal inscriptions, and artifacts as sources in their own
right, not compliments to Herodotus. The different perspectives of Iranian philologists,
Mesopotamian archaeologists and historians of ancient Greece are considered and addressed.
A series of case studies show that the Greek and Latin texts can be read in unfamiliar ways
which can survive stronger criticism than traditional interpretations. The king's troops were not
literary foils to show the virtues of Greek hoplites or Scythian horsemen, they were agents of
an early world empire which drew on long traditions and the latest innovations to gather
money, soldiers, and workers and deploy them at the will of the king.
Presents a history of warfare in ancient Persia, discussing weapons, equipment, warships,
calvary, well-known Persian leaders, and some famous battles.
Immortal, now in an updated paperback edition, is the only single-volume English-language
survey of Iran’s military history. CIA analyst Steven R. Ward shows that Iran’s soldiers, from
the famed “Immortals” of ancient Persia to today’s Revolutionary Guard, have demonstrated
through the centuries that they should not be underestimated. This history also provides
background on the nationalist, tribal, and religious heritages of the country to help readers
better understand Iran and its security outlook. Drawing on a wide range of sources including
declassified documents, the author gives primary focus to the modern era to relate the buildup
of the military under the last Shah, its collapse during the Islamic revolution, its fortunes in the
Iran-Iraq War, and its rise from the ashes to help Iran become once again a major regional
military power.
In this prequel to the now-classic Makers of Modern Strategy, Victor Davis Hanson, a leading
scholar of ancient military history, gathers prominent thinkers to explore key facets of warfare,
strategy, and foreign policy in the Greco-Roman world. From the Persian Wars to the final
defense of the Roman Empire, Makers of Ancient Strategy demonstrates that the military
thinking and policies of the ancient Greeks and Romans remain surprisingly relevant for
understanding conflict in the modern world. The book reveals that much of the organized
violence witnessed today--such as counterterrorism, urban fighting, insurgencies, preemptive
war, and ethnic cleansing--has ample precedent in the classical era. The book examines the
preemption and unilateralism used to instill democracy during Epaminondas's great invasion of
the Peloponnesus in 369 BC, as well as the counterinsurgency and terrorism that
characterized Rome's battles with insurgents such as Spartacus, Mithridates, and the Cilician
pirates. The collection looks at the urban warfare that became increasingly common as more
battles were fought within city walls, and follows the careful tactical strategies of statesmen as
diverse as Pericles, Demosthenes, Alexander, Pyrrhus, Caesar, and Augustus. Makers of
Ancient Strategy shows how Greco-Roman history sheds light on wars of every age. In
addition to the editor, the contributors are David L. Berkey, Adrian Goldsworthy, Peter J.
Heather, Tom Holland, Donald Kagan, John W. I. Lee, Susan Mattern, Barry Strauss, and Ian
Worthington.
A narrative history, with sourcebook, of the turbulent relations between Rome and the
Sasanian Empire.

Following on from his award-winning book on the history of ancient Persia, Kaveh
Farrokh goes on to examine Iran's wartime history from the Safavid dynasty of the 16th
and 17th century through to the 1979 Revolution and beyond. He shows how the early
military successes were followed by centuries of defeat as the external influences of
nations like Russia and Britain began to shape the internal history of Iran, before
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unraveling the complex, violent 20th century military history of the country, which
encompasses two world wars, regional movements, foreign intervention, antigovernment revolts, conflicts on the Soviet border, a revolution and an eight-year war
with Iraq. Illustrated with contemporary illustrations and photographs this book provides
an unparalleled investigation into the bloody martial history of Iran.
I.B.Tauris in association with the Iran Heritage Foundation It proposes a convincing
contemporary answer answer to an ages-old mystery and conundrum: why, in the
seventh century CE, did the seemingly powerful and secure Sasanian empire of Persia
succumb so quickly and disastrously to the all-conquering Arab armies of Islam?
Offering an impressive appraisal of the Sasanians' nemesis at the hands of the Arab
forces which scythed all before them, the author suggests a bold solution to the
enigma. On the face of it, the collapse of the Sasanians - given their strength and
imperial power in the earlier part of the century - looks startling and inexplicable. But
Professor Pourshariati explains their fall in terms of an earlier corrosion and decline,
and as a result of their own internal weaknesses. The decentralised dynastic system of
the Sasanian empire, whose backbone was a Sasanian-Parthian alliance, contained
the seeds of its own destruction. This confederacy soon became unstable, and its
degeneration sealed the fate of a doomed dynasty.
The Sassanians ruled the last great imperial Empire of Persia before the Arab
conquests of the 7th century. Rome's only equal in the classical world, the Sassanian
Empire had an enormous impact on the development of architecture, mythology, arts,
music, military tactics and technology. Within the Sassanian military, the cavalry was
the most influential element, and Sassanian cavalry tactics were adopted by the
Romans, Arabs, and Turks. Their cavalry systems of weaponry, battle tactics, Tamgas,
Medallions, court customs, and costumes influenced Romano-Byzantine and medieval
European culture, and this book allows the reader to see how a little-studied eastern
power affected the development of cavalry traditions in the western world.
The adventures of Samak, a trickster-warrior hero of Persia’s thousand-year-old oral
storytelling tradition, are beloved in Iran. Samak is an ayyar, a warrior who comes from
the common people and embodies the ideals of loyalty, selflessness, and honor—a
figure that recalls samurai, ronin, and knights yet is distinctive to Persian legend. His
exploits—set against an epic background of palace intrigue, battlefield heroics, and starcrossed romance between a noble prince and princess—are as deeply rooted in Persian
culture as are the stories of Robin Hood and King Arthur in the West. However, this
majestic tale has remained little known outside Iran. Translated from the original
Persian by Freydoon Rassouli and adapted by Prince of Persia creator Jordan
Mechner, this timeless masterwork can now be enjoyed by English-speaking readers. A
thrilling and suspenseful saga, Samak the Ayyar also offers a vivid portrait of Persia a
thousand years ago. Within an epic quest narrative teeming with action and
supernatural forces, it sheds light on the lives of ordinary people and their social worlds.
This is the first complete English-language version of a treasure of world culture. The
translation is grounded in the twelfth-century Persian text while paying homage to the
dynamic culture of storytelling from which it arose.
The definitive translation by Dick Davis of the great national epic of Iran—now newly
revised and expanded to be the most complete English-language edition A Penguin
Classic Dick Davis—“our pre-eminent translator from the Persian” (The Washington
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Post)—has revised and expanded his acclaimed translation of Ferdowsi’s masterpiece,
adding more than 100 pages of newly translated text. Davis’s elegant combination of
prose and verse allows the poetry of the Shahnameh to sing its own tales directly,
interspersed sparingly with clearly marked explanations to ease along modern readers.
Originally composed for the Samanid princes of Khorasan in the tenth century, the
Shahnameh is among the greatest works of world literature. This prodigious narrative
tells the story of pre-Islamic Persia, from the mythical creation of the world and the
dawn of Persian civilization through the seventh-century Arab conquest. The stories of
the Shahnameh are deeply embedded in Persian culture and beyond, as attested by
their appearance in such works as The Kite Runner and the love poems of Rumi and
Hafez. For more than sixty-five years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of
classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,500 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across
genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced
by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well
as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
I.B.Tauris in association with the Iran Heritage Foundation Of profound importance in
late antiquity,the Sasanian Empire is almost completely unknown today,except as a
counterpoint to the Roman Empire.What are the reasons for this ignorance and why
does the Sasanian Empire matter? In this brilliant and highly readable new history
Touraj Daryaee fills a huge gap in our knowledge of world history.He examines the
Sasanians'complex and colourful narrative and demonstrates their unique
significance,not only for the development of Iranian civilisation but also for Roman and
Islamic history. The Sasanians were the last of the ancient Persian dynasties and are
best known as the preeminent practitioners of the Zoroastrian religion.From its
foundation by Ardashir I in 224 CE, the Sasanian Empire was the dominant force in the
Middle East for several centuries until its last king, Yazdgerd III, was defeated by the
Muslim Arabs,whose horsemen swept away his seemingly far more powerful empire in
the 7th century.Theirs was the first post Hellenic civilisation in the Near East to operate
on an imperial scale and its sphere of influence and contact was unparalleled-from
India to the Levant and from the Arabian Peninsula to the Caspian Sea. In this concise
yet comprehensive new book,Touraj Daryaee provides an unrivalled account of
Sasanian Persia.Drawing on extensive new sources he paints a vivid portrait of
Sasanian life and unravels the divergent strands that contributed to the making of this
great Empire:religion-not just Zoroastrianism but also Manichaeaism;the
economy;administration;the multiple languages and their literature as well as the
Empire's often neglected social history. Daryaee also explores - for the first time in an
integrated book on the Sasanians-their descendants'attempts for more than a century
after their defeat to establish a second state and reveals how their values and traditions
have endured,both in Iranian popular culture and in the literary tradition of the Persian
language and literature,to the present day. Sasanian Persia is a unique examination of
a period of history that still has great significance for a full understanding of modern
Iran.
This Handbook gathers 38 leading historians to describe, analyze, and interpret warfare
and its effects in classical Greece and Rome.
The Persian Empire grew in the vacuum left by Assyria's destruction of the Kingdom of
Page 7/11

Download Free The Armies Of Ancient Persia The Sassanians
Elam (648 BC). Prince Teispes captured Anshan, once a stonghold of the Elamites. His
father, Achaemenes is the person who is apparently responsible for training and
organising the early Persian army and it is his name that is the beginning of the royal
line of Achaemenian Kings. It is a dynasty which includes Darius the Great – the finest
ruler of the Achaemenid era. The army he commanded included the infamous
'Immortals', who formed the elite of the Persian army, their numbers always kept to
exactly 10,000 men.

New Perspectives on Ancient Warfare explores the armies of antiquity from
Assyria and Persia, to classical Greece and Rome. The studies illustrate the
ways in which technology, innovation, cultural exchange, and tactical
developments transformed ancient warfare by land and sea.
The Art of Elam ca. 4200-525 BC offers a view of, and a critical reflection on, the
art history of one of the world’s first and least-known civilizations, illuminating a
significant chapter of our human past. Not unlike a gallery of historical paintings,
this comprehensive treatment of the rich heritage of ancient Iran showcases a
visual trail of the evolution of human society, with all its leaps and turns, from its
origins in the earliest villages of southwest Iran at around 4200 BC to the rise of
the Achaemenid Persian empire in ca. 525 BC. Richly illustrated in full colour with
1450 photographs, 190 line drawings, and digital reconstructions of hundreds of
artefacts—some of which have never before been published—The Art of Elam
goes beyond formal and thematic boundaries to emphasize the religious,
political, and social contexts in which art was created and functioned. Such a
magisterial study of Elamite art has never been written making The Art of Elam
ca. 4200-525 BC a ground-breaking publication essential to all students of
ancient art and to our current understanding of the civilizations of the ancient
Near East.
Towards the end of the fifth century BC Ctesias of Cnidus wrote his 23 book
History of Persia. Ctesias is a remarkable figure: he lived and worked in the
Persian court and, as a doctor, tended to the world’s most powerful kings and
queens. His position gave him special insight into the workings of Persian court
life and access to the gossip and scandal surrounding Persian history and court
politics, past and present. His History of Persia was completed at a time when
the Greeks were fascinated by Persia and seems very much to cater to
contemporary interest in Persian wealth and opulence, powerful Persian women,
the institution of the harem, kings and queens, eunuchs and secret plots.
Presented here in English translation for the first time with commentaries, Ctesias
offers a fascinating insight into Persia in the fifth century BC.
Traces the achievements of the Iranian empire through two centuries of glory to
its downfall in the third century B.C
Herodotus was an ancient Greek historian who lived in the fifth century BC (c.484
- 425 BC). He has been called the "Father of History", and was the first historian
known to collect his materials systematically, test their accuracy to a certain
extent and arrange them in a well-constructed and vivid narrative. The HistoriesPage 8/11
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his masterpiece and the only work he is known to have produced-is a record of
his "inquiry", being an investigation of the origins of the Greco-Persian Wars and
including a wealth of geographical and ethnographical information. The Histories,
were divided into nine books, named after the nine Muses: the "Muse of History",
Clio, representing the first book, then Euterpe, Thaleia, Melpomene, Terpsichore,
Erato, Polymnia, Ourania and Calliope for books 2 to 9, respectively.
The only book of its kind to cover both the Achaemenid period and the thousand
years following Alexander's conquest, The Persians explores the period from the
seventh century BC, to the seventh century AD, and presents a comprehensive
introduction to ancient Persia. Incorporating recent research, and translated
sources from a wide range of corpus material, Maria Brosius explores the history
of Persia, and brings a new understanding of Persian society and culture and the
structures on which these empires were built: the king and his court; religion and
culture; art and architecture. From the lands of Egypt to the Indus River, from the
Russian Steppes to the Indian Ocean, Brosius has provided an up-to-date
account of the three empires of pre-Islamic Iran, and discussing key topics such
as women, religion and art and architecture, she presents a clear survey of the
history of these empires. Providing additional reading references along with
frequent source citations, students of ancient Persia will find this an invaluable
addition to their course studies.
Greece, Macedon and Persia contains a collection of papers related to the
history and historiography of warfare, politics and power in the Ancient
Mediterranean world. The contributions, written by 19 recognized experts from a
variety of methodological and evidentiary perspectives, show how ancient
peoples considered war and conflict at the heart of social, political and economic
activity. Though focusing on a single theme – war – the papers are firmly based
in the context of the wider social and literary issues of Ancient Mediterranean
scholarship and as such, consider war and conflict as part of a complex matrix of
culture in which historical actors articulate their relationships with society and
historical authors articulate their relationships with history. The result is a rich
understanding of Ancient World history and history-writing. The volume is
presented in honour of Waldemar Heckel, a foremost scholar of Alexander the
Great and ancient warfare.
In the early 5th century BC, after the fall of the Lydian Empire, the Persian Wars
began. It was an ideological conflict which pitted a proud, democratic, freedomloving people against a tyrannical and mighty empire. The stories of the many
battles fought between the Greeks and the Persians are here spendidly brought
to life by Jack Cassin-Scott, who details the tactics, organisation and uniforms of
the armies of both sides in a volume featuring numerous illustrations and
museum photographs, plus eight full page colour plates superbly drawn by the
author himself.
The late 7th and 6th centuries B.C. were a period of tremendous upheaval and change in
ancient western Asia, marked by the destruction of the Assyrian Empire, the rise and collapse
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of the Neo-Babylonian state, and the stunning ascent of what was to become the Achaemenid
Persian Empire, the largest polity the world had yet seen. Of the major cultural entities involved
in these far-reaching events, Elam has long remained the least understood. The essays
contained in this book are part of a continuing reassessment of the nature and significance of
Elam in the early 1st millennium B.C., with a focus on the relationship between “Elamite”
culture of the Neo-Elamite period and the emerging “Persian” culture in southwestern Iran in
the 7th and 6th centuries B.C. The conception of this volume goes back to the 2003 meeting of
the American Schools of Oriental Research that took place in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
where two sessions were dedicated to the rich cultural heritage of ancient Iran. It was also the
first time that Iranian archaeology was represented at ASOR since the Iranian Revolution. This
volume contains 14 contributions by leading scholars in the discipline, organized into 3
sections: archaeology, texts, and images (art history). The volume is richly illustrated with more
than 200 drawings and photographs.
In 480 BC, Xerxes, the King of Persia, led an invasion of mainland Greece. Its success should
have been a formality. For seventy years, victory - rapid, spectacular victory - had seemed the
birthright of the Persian Empire. In the space of a single generation, they had swept across the
Near East, shattering ancient kingdoms, storming famous cities, putting together an empire
which stretched from India to the shores of the Aegean. As a result of those conquests, Xerxes
ruled as the most powerful man on the planet. Yet somehow, astonishingly, against the largest
expeditionary force ever assembled, the Greeks of the mainland managed to hold out. The
Persians were turned back. Greece remained free. Had the Greeks been defeated at Salamis,
not only would the West have lost its first struggle for independence and survival, but it is
unlikely that there would ever have been such and entity as the West at all. Tom Holland's
brilliant new book describes the very first 'clash of Empires' between East and West. Once
again he has found extraordinary parallels between the ancient world and our own. There is no
competing popular book describing these events.
U.S. Army activities in the Near East in support of the aid-to-Russia supply program, with a
discussion of the problems faced by Allies who met in strange lands without tested and wellcoordinated policies to govern their diplomatic and military relations.
The Achaemenid Persian Empire, at its greatest territorial extent under Darius I (r.522–486
BCE), held sway over territory stretching from the Indus River Valley to southeastern Europe
and from the western Himalayas to northeast Africa. In this book, Matt Waters gives a detailed
historical overview of the Achaemenid period while considering the manifold interpretive
problems historians face in constructing and understanding its history. This book offers a
Persian perspective even when relying on Greek textual sources and archaeological evidence.
Waters situates the story of the Achaemenid Persians in the context of their predecessors in
the mid-first millennium BCE and through their successors after the Macedonian conquest,
constructing a compelling narrative of how the empire retained its vitality for more than two
hundred years (c.550–330 BCE) and left a massive imprint on Middle Eastern as well as Greek
and European history.
A military history of ancient Persia from its founding to the the end of the Sasanid Empire
translated from Polish The Armies of Ancient Persia is a translation of Marek Adam Wozniak’s
original Polish manuscript detailing the rise and fall of the Persian armies from Cyrus the Great
to the fall of the Sasanid Empire. Relying on a wealth of recent archeological evidence and
studies, Dr. Wozniak provide a detail picture of the recruitment, organization, armament and
battles of one of the largest armies of the ancient world.
The empires of ancient Persia remain as mysterious today as they were to contemporary
Western scholars. Although Alexander the Great's conquest of Persia is legendary, the military
successes of the Achaemenid, Parthian, and Sassanian empires, along with their revolutionary
military technology, tactics, and culture have been almost forgotten in the sands of the East.
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Download Free The Armies Of Ancient Persia The Sassanians
Containing information never before published in English, Shadows in the Desert offers a
comprehensive history of Persia's wars with East and West which spanned over a millennium,
and offers an insight into the exchange of ideas and culture that occurred during these clashes
between East and West, not only military technology, but influences in the arts, medicine,
religion and science. This beautifully illustrated book delves into the rich heritage of the
Persians, which was spread around the world through war and conquest, and which, after the
fall of the Sassanians, continued to impact upon civilizations around the world.
This book is open access and available on www.bloomsburycollections.com. It is funded by
Knowledge Unlatched. Israel and Empire introduces students to the history, literature, and
theology of the Hebrew Bible and texts of early Judaism, enabling them to read these texts
through the lens of postcolonial interpretation. This approach should allow students to
recognize not only how cultural and socio-political forces shaped ancient Israel and the
worldviews of the early Jews but also the impact of imperialism on modern readings of the
Bible. Perdue and Carter cover a broad sweep of history, from 1300 BCE to 72 CE, including
the late Bronze age, Egyptian imperialism, Israel's entrance into Canaan, the DavidicSolomonic Empire, the Assyrian Empire, the Babylonian Empire, the Persian Empire, the
Greek Empire, the Maccabean Empire, and Roman rule. Additionally the authors show how
earlier examples of imperialism in the Ancient Near East provide a window through which to
see the forces and effects of imperialism in modern history.
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