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Roger J Davies
The intertwined issues of Japanese `identity' and `normality' are at the centre of
the tension between internal and external pressures on Japanese defence and
security policies. With chapters on peace thought, the militarisation and
demilitarisation of language as well as the `hard' aspects of the Japanese military
build up in the 1980s and the response to the Gulf War in the 1990s, this study
challenges many of the preconceived notions on Japanese defence and security
policies and the policy making process in Japan.
This Companion provides a comprehensive overview of the influences that have
shaped modern-day Japan. Spanning one and a half centuries from the Meiji
Restoration in 1868 to the beginning of the twenty-first century, this volume
covers topics such as technology, food, nationalism and rise of anime and manga
in the visual arts. The Cambridge Companion to Modern Japanese Culture traces
the cultural transformation that took place over the course of the twentieth
century, and paints a picture of a nation rich in cultural diversity. With
contributions from some of the most prominent scholars in the field, The
Cambridge Companion to Modern Japanese Culture is an authoritative
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introduction to this subject.
The growing globalization of world business, culture and communication—and
Japan's increasingly important role as a leader in that world—makes
understanding Japanese culture critical for business people, diplomats, students,
educators and anyone else with an interest in Japan. Westerners have
recognized—and analyzed—the many unique aspects of Japanese culture since
they first set foot in Japan in the 16th century. The special talents (and
weaknesses) that characterize the Japanese way of life are by now welldocumented. But few Westerners really understand the beliefs and values that
underlie how the Japanese think and act, how and why these attributes have
been preserved in Japanese culture from ancient times through the modern day,
or the critical role they play in today's Japanese society. In Japan Unmasked
veteran Japanologist and author Boye Lafayette De Mente explores the social,
cultural, and psychological characteristics responsible for the unique nature of
modern-day Japanese culture— the real "face" behind the "mask"—and
demonstrates how they have brought the Japanese to their central role on the
world stage.
The recent manifestation of exclusionism in Japan has emerged at a time of
intensified neoliberal economic policies, increased cross-border migration
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brought on by globalization, the elevated threat of global terrorism, heightened
tensions between East Asian states over historical and territorial conflicts, and a
backlash by Japanese conservatives over perceived historical apologism. The
social and political environment for minorities in Japan has shifted drastically
since the 1990s, yet many studies of Japan still tend to view Japan through the
dominant discourses of “ethnic homogeneity (tanitsu minzoku shakai)” and
“middle-class society (so ?churyu ?-shakai)” which positions the exclusion of
minorities as an exceptional phenomenon. While exclusionism has been
recognized as a serious threat to minority groups, it has not often been
considered a representative issue for the whole of Japanese society. This
tendency will persist until the discourses of tanitsu minzoku shakai and so
?churyu ?-shakai are systematically debunked and Japan is widely recognized as
both multiethnic and socio-economically stratified. Today, as with most advanced
capitalist countries, serious social divides occasioned by the impacts of
globalization and neoliberalism have destabilized Japanese society. This book
explores not only how Japanese society is diversified and unequal, but also how
diversity and inequality have caused people to divide into separate realities from
which conflict and violence have emerged. It empirically examines the current
situation while considering the historical development of exclusionism from the
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interdisciplinary viewpoints of history, policy studies, cultural studies, sociology
and cultural anthropology. In addition to analyzing the realities of division and
exclusionism, the authors propose theoretical alternatives to overcome such
cultural and social divides.
"A unique look at a unique culture. If you're trying to figure the Japanese out, this
book provides another important piece of the puzzle."—Terrie Lloyd, CEO, LINC
Media, Tokyo In this first book ever to explain why the Japanese think and
behave the way they do, veteran Japanologist Boye Lafayette De Mente, author
of more than 30 books on Japan, unlocks the mystery of kata—the cultural molds
that have traditionally shaped and defined the attitudes, behavior, and character
of the Japanese and are primarily responsible for the traits and talents that make
them different from other people. In 70 brief essays, ranging from "The Art of
Bowing" and "Importance of the Apology" to "The Compulsion for Quality" and
"Exchanging Name-Cards," the author looks at the origin, nature, use, and
influence of kata (literally the form and order of doing things) in Japanese life and
how this cultural conditioning causes the Japanese to think and react in the way
they do. Because all relations with the Japanese are influenced by kata, the key
to dealing with the Japanese in personal, business or political matters requires
knowing how to work within the confines of kata and when to induce or compel
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them to break the kata and behave in a non-Japanese way.
Using the Euro-American theoretical framework of postmodernism, feminism and
post-colonialism, this book analyses the fictional and critical work of four
contemporary Japanese writers; Murakami Haruki, Yoshimoto Banana,
Yoshimoto Takaaki and Karatani Kojin. In addition the author reconsiders this
Euro-American theory by looking back on it from the perspective of Japanese
literary work. Presenting outstanding analysis of Japanese intellectuals and
writers who have received little attention in the West, the book also includes an
extensive and comprehensive bibliography making it essential reading for those
studying Japanese literature, Japanese studies and Japanese thinkers.
For nearly three decades Japanese Culture has garnered high praise as an
accurate and well-written introduction to Japanese history and culture. This
widely used undergraduate text is now available in a new edition. Thoroughly
updated, the fourth edition includes expanded sections on numerous topics,
among which are samurai values, Zen Buddhism, the tea ceremony,
Confucianism in the Tokugawa period, the story of the forty-seven ronin, Mito
scholarship in the early nineteenth century, and mass culture and comics in
contemporary times.
Cooking a wide variety of Japanese meals doesn’t have to require a lot of effort,
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multiple cookbooks, and guesswork. Here’s the key to making delicious
Japanese food at home tonight. People love Japanese cuisine, but very few
prepare it themselves. Japanese Cooking Made Simple provides the basic
techniques and recipes that unlock your ability to prepare delicious, authentic
Japanese meals to enjoy with friends and family at home – without requiring
significant investments in time and money to do so. Japanese Cooking Made
Simple contains more than 100 easy-to-follow authentic Japanese recipes with
ingredients you can find in your local grocery store. Sushi and bento boxes will
become part of your weeknight meals, as will Ramen with Braised Pork Belly,
Tempura Soba, Fried Tofu in Broth, California Rolls, Pan-Broiled Salmon with
Scallions, Chicken Yakitori, and Green Tea Ice Cream. Step-by-step instructions
and illustrations will have you preparing sushi, including norimaki and temaki,
with ease. Color photos help you put a beautiful Japanese dish on the plate. In
Japanese Cooking Made Simple, Salinas Press has once again created a
cookbook that provides home chefs not only with a wide variety of delicious
recipes to choose from, but also the simple tools to make it easy.
This book sheds light on the changing nature of contemporary Japan by
decoding a range of political, economic and social boundaries. With a focus on
the period following the inauguration of Prime Minister Koizumi Junichir?, the
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book grows out of a recognition that, with the Koizumi administration playing a
more proactive role internationally and moving ahead with deregulation and the
‘structural reform’ of the economy domestically, a range of boundaries have
been challenged and reinscribed. Here ‘boundaries’ refers to the ways in which
contemporary Japan is shaped as a separate entity by the inscription and
reinscription of political, economic and social space creating insiders and
outsiders, both internationally and domestically. The central argument of the book
is that, in order to achieve the twin goals of greater international proactivity and
domestic reform, the government and other actors supporting Koizumi’s new
direction for Japan needed to take action in order to destabilize and reformulate a
range of extant boundaries. While boundaries often remain invisible, the aim of
this book is to promote an understanding of their significance by uncovering their
pivotal role. Decoding Boundaries in Contemporary Japan brings together
contributions from leading and emerging scholars from the UK, Japan and the
United States. It will appeal to scholars and students of Japan as well as social
scientists with an interest in borders and boundaries, political scientists interested
in Asia.
Created specifically for fans of Japanese "cool culture," A Geek in Japan is one
of the most iconic, hip, and concise cultural guides available. Reinvented for the
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internet age, it is packed with personal essays and hundreds of photographs and
presents all the touchstones of traditional and contemporary culture in an entirely
new way. A Geek in Japan decodes the mysteries of the Japanese language,
Japanese social values and daily habits, business and technology, the arts, and
symbols and practices that are peculiarly Japanese. This revised and expanded
edition contains many new pages of materials on all sorts of topics including
Kyoto, Japanese architecture, and Japanese video games. It also features a
guide to author Hector Garcia's favorite Tokyo hangouts and tips on visiting many
"secret" places around Japan. Highlighting the originality and creativity of the
Japanese, debunking myths, and answering nagging questions such as why the
Japanese are so fond of wearing face masks, Garcia has written an irreverent,
insightful, and highly informative guide for the growing ranks of Japanophiles
around the world.
A collection of essays that provide insight into Japanese culture. This book is a
great buy for anyone interested in Japan.
This title was first published in 1984. Examining the development of the
Japanese economy, this book examines the position of Japan's economy in the
world, the internal structure of the large corporation system and the life of the
Japanese people.
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The phenomenon of bankonka – ‘postponement of marriage’ – is increasingly
reported in contemporary Japanese media, clearly illustrating the changing
patterns of modern lifestyles and attitudes towards marriage, personal obligation
and ambition. This is the first book in recent years to explore the contemporary
state of marriage in Japanese society. Setting out the different perceptions and
expectations of marriage in today’s Japan, the book discusses how economic
issues and the family impact on marital behaviour. Contrary to the views of some
feminists that young women have no interest in improving their status and
position, this book argues that, by delaying marriage and childrearing, young
women can be seen as ‘rebels’ challenging Japanese patriarchal society. Unlike
many other studies, it gives equal attention to male gender roles and masculinity,
exploring what constitutes being a ‘real man’ in Japan – through the analysis of
mainstream and non-mainstream conceptions of masculinity that co-exist in
contemporary Japan, and considers the implications of such different roles for the
institution of marriage. It investigates the roles of wife and mother, articulating
why the strict division of labour defining men as breadwinners and women as
homemakers became popular. Moreover, it describes the changing character of
courtship relationships, explaining why the norm has shifted from arranged
marriages pre-1945 to love marriages after that period. Finally, it puts the
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Japanese experience into cross-cultural, international context with a series of
comparisons with marriage elsewhere both in Asia – including in Korea and Hong
Kong – and in western countries such as France, Sweden, Italy and the United
States.
Using analytical tools from a wide spectrum of disciplines, this edited collection
analyzes the role of the body in contemporary Japanese society, literature, and
culture. The contributors explore the body as a site of transformation, growth,
ritual, decay, and personal identity.
‘Postmodern animism’ first emerged in grassroots Japan in the aftermath of
mercury poisoning in Minamata and the nuclear meltdown in Fukushima. Fusing
critiques of modernity with intangible cultural heritages, it represents a philosophy
of the life-world, where nature is a manifestation of a dynamic life force where all
life is interconnected. This new animism, it is argued, could inspire a fundamental
rethink of the human-nature relationship. The book explores this notion of
animism through the lens of four prominent figures in Japan: animation film
director Miyazaki Hayao, sociologist Tsurumi Kazuko, writer Ishimure Michiko,
and Minamata fisherman-philosopher Ogata Masato. Taking a biographical
approach, it illustrates how these individuals moved towards the conclusion that
animism can help humanity survive modernity. It contributes to the Anthropocene
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discourse from a transcultural and transdisciplinary perspective, thus addressing
themes of nature and spirituality, whilst also engaging with arguments from
mainstream social sciences. Presenting a new perspective for a postanthropocentric paradigm, Animism in Contemporary Japan will be useful to
students and scholars of sociology, anthropology, philosophy and Japanese
Studies.
This book is the first comprehensive account of the changing role of men and the
construction of masculinity in contemporary Japan. The book moves beyond the
stereotype of the Japanese white-collar businessman to explore the diversity of
identities and experiences that may be found among men in contemporary
Japan, including those versions of masculinity which are marginalized and
subversive. The book makes a significant contribution to our understanding of
contemporary Japanese society and identity.
Featuring full-color photographs and illustrations throughout, this text is a
comprehensive guide to Japanese culture. The richness of Japan's history is
renowned worldwide. The heritage of culture that its society has produced and
passed on to future generations is one of Japan's greatest accomplishments. In
Introduction to Japanese Culture, you'll read an overview, through sixty-eight
original and informative essays, of Japan's most notable cultural achievements,
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including: Religion, Zen Buddhism, arranged marriages and Bushido Drama and
Art—from pottery, painting and calligraphy to haiku, kabuki and karate
Cuisine—everything from rice to raw fish Home and Recreation, from board
games such as Go to origami, kimonos and Japanese gardens The Japan of
today is a fully modern, Westernized society in nearly every regard. Even so, the
elements of an earlier age are clearly visible in the country's arts, festivals, and
customs. This book focuses on the essential constants that remain in presentday Japan and their counterparts in Western culture. Edited by Daniel Sosnoski,
an American writer who has lived in Japan since 1985, these well-researched
articles, color photographs, and line illustrations provide a compact guide to
aspects of Japan that often puzzle the outside observer. Introduction to Japanese
Culture is wonderfully informative, a needed primer on the cultural make-up and
behaviors of the Japanese. This book is certain to fascinate the student, tourist,
or anyone who seeks to know and understand Japanese culture, Japanese
etiquette, and the history of Japan.
The phenomenon of 'Cool Japan' is one of the distinctive features of global
popular culture of the millennial age. A History of Popular Culture in Japan
provides the first historical and analytical overview of popular culture in Japan
from its origins in the 17th century to the present day, using it to explore broader
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themes of conflict, power, identity and meaning in Japanese history. E. Taylor
Atkins shows how Japan is one of the earliest sites for the development of massproduced, market-oriented cultural products consumed by urban middle and
working classes. The best-known traditional arts and culture of Japan- no theater,
monochrome ink painting, court literature, poetry and indigenous music-inhabited
a world distinct from that of urban commoners, who fashioned their own
expressive forms and laid the groundwork for today's 'gross national cool.'
Popular culture was pivotal in the rise of Japanese nationalism, imperialism,
militarism, postwar democracy and economic development. Offering
historiographical and analytical frameworks for understanding its subject, A
History of Popular Culture in Japan synthesizes the latest scholarship from a
variety of disciplines. It is a vital resource for students of Japanese cultural
history wishing to gain a deeper understanding of Japan's contributions to global
cultural heritage.
Contemporary Japanese Architecture presents a clear and comprehensive
overview of the historical and cultural framework that informs the work of all
Japanese architects, as an introduction to an in-depth investigation of the
challenges now occupying the contemporary designers who will be the leaders of
the next generation. It separates out the young generation of Japanese architects
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from the crowded, distinguished, multi-generational field they seek to join, and
investigates the topics that absorb them, and the critical issues they face within
the new economic reality of Japan and a shifting global order. Salient points in
the text are illustrated by beautiful, descriptive images provided by the architects
and from the extensive collection of the author. By combining illustrations with
timelines and graphics to explain complex ideas, the book is accessible to any
student seeking to understand contemporary Japanese architecture.
This book provides a practical set of guidelines for people wishing to
communicate professionally in Japan, following the model of the similar book by
Kelm and Victor on Brazil. Good communication requires more than knowing the
language. Haru Yamada, Orlando Kelm, and David Victor, seasoned crosscultural trainers for businesspeople, provide a guide through Victor's LESCANT
model (Language, Environment, Social Organization, Context, Authority,
Nonverbal, and Time). Each chapter addresses one of these topics and
demonstrates how to evaluate the differences between Japan and North
America, presenting examples to help people avoid common communication
mistakes. The book is generously peppered with photographs to provide visual
examples. The authors complete the book with a case study chapter on a
business interaction between Japanese and North Americans (NA). They then
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gathered comments from various NA professionals working in Japan and
Japanese working with US professionals about the interactions in the case,
providing helpful observations about the situation. The book straddles some
language and communication topics, international relations, and reaches into the
business community, a strong academic program at GU, presenting us with a
new opportunity to reach a wider audience.
Finalist for the International Booker Prize and the National Book Award A
haunting Orwellian novel about the terrors of state surveillance, from the
acclaimed author of The Housekeeper and the Professor. On an unnamed island,
objects are disappearing: first hats, then ribbons, birds, roses. . . . Most of the
inhabitants are oblivious to these changes, while those few able to recall the lost
objects live in fear of the draconian Memory Police, who are committed to
ensuring that what has disappeared remains forgotten. When a young writer
discovers that her editor is in danger, she concocts a plan to hide him beneath
her f loorboards, and together they cling to her writing as the last way of
preserving the past. Powerful and provocative, The Memory Police is a stunning
novel about the trauma of loss. ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR THE
NEW YORK TIMES * THE WASHINGTON POST * TIME * CHICAGO TRIBUNE
* THE GUARDIAN * ESQUIRE * THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS * FINANCIAL
Page 15/26

Read Book The Japanese Mind Understanding Contemporary Culture Roger
J Davies
TIMES * LIBRARY JOURNAL * THE A.V. CLUB * KIRKUS REVIEWS *
LITERARY HUB
This beautiful and practical guide to ukeireru, the Japanese principle of
acceptance, offers a path to well-being and satisfaction for the anxious and
exhausted. Looking for greater peace and satisfaction? Look no further than the
Japanese concept of ukeireru, or acceptance. Psychologist Scott Haas offers an
elegant, practical, and life-changing look at ways we can reduce anxiety and
stress and increase overall well-being. By learning and practicing ukeireru, you
can: Profoundly improve your relationships, with a greater focus on listening,
finding commonalities, and intuiting Find calm in ritualizing things such as making
coffee, drinking tea, and even having a cocktail Embrace the importance of baths
and naps Show respect for self and others, which has a remarkably calming
effect on everyone Learn to listen more than you talk Tidy up your life by
downsizing experiences and relationships that offer more stress than solace
Cultivate practical ways of dealing with anger, fear, and arguments -- the daily
tensions that take up so much of our lives By practicing acceptance, we learn to
pause, take in the situation, and then deciding on a course of action that
reframes things. Why Be Happy? Discover a place of contentment and peace in
this harried world.
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In the postwar period, Japanese politics has evolved considerably, with issues of
gender, representation, and household economics becoming increasingly salient.
Meanwhile, since the end of the Cold War, Japan has joined other developed
states in the process of decentralization and deindustrialization. Yet, its
restructuring has come at a slower pace, as the Japanese bureaucracy attempts
to retain a more traditional approach. This book, a translated and updated
version of the author's 2010 monograph Nihon seijiron, traces these
developments in Japanese politics from the end of the Asia Pacific wars to the
present day. Examining each of the key stages of transition, it looks at four
aspects of Japanese politics: high politics, interest-centered politics, life-centered
politics, and globalization. It also provides up-to-date analysis of contemporary
themes, including the Abe administration’s challenge to international politics and
coverage of nuclear issues. Written by an experienced Japanese scholar, this
book ultimately demonstrates how globalization has transformed the nature of
local politics, as well as national security. However, as seen in the recent triple
disaster of 2011 (a chapter on which has been added), Japanese politics retains
traditional practices that have led to corruption, scandal, and political mistrust
among the electorate. Offering a comprehensive introduction to Japanese
politics, this book will be invaluable reading for students and scholars of
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Japanese politics and comparative and Asia politics in general.
Why are the Japanese fascinated with the Jews? By showing that the modern
attitude is the result of a process of accretion begun 200 years ago, this book
describes the development behind Japanese ideas of Jews and how these
images are reflected in their modern intellectual life
As Japan enters the 21st century with a new emperor, this title continues to be an
indispensable guide through often enigmatic and historical idiosyncrasies of Japanese
culture and politics that are often confusing to the outsider. This title includes
information on the latest social developments, customs, rituals, business culture,
medicine and arts.
This encyclopedia covers culture from the end of the Imperialist period in 1945 right up
to date to reflect the vibrant nature of contemporary Japanese society and culture.
Developed out of the aesthetic philosophy of cha-no-yu (the tea ceremony) in fifteenthcentury Japan, wabi sabi is an aesthetic that finds beauty in things imperfect,
impermanent, and incomplete. Taken from the Japanese words wabi, which translates
to less is more, and sabi, which means attentive melancholy, wabi sabi refers to an
awareness of the transient nature of earthly things and a corresponding pleasure in the
things that bear the mark of this impermanence. As much a state of mind—an
awareness of the things around us and an acceptance of our surroundings—as it is a
design style, wabi sabi begs us to appreciate the simple beauty in life—a chipped vase,
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a quiet rainy day, the impermanence of all things. Presenting itself as an alternative to
today's fast-paced, mass-produced, neon-lighted world, wabi sabi reminds us to slow
down and take comfort in the simple, natural beauty around us. In addition to
presenting the philosophy of wabi-sabi, this book includes how-to design advice—so that
a transformation of body, mind, and home can emerge. Chapters include: History: The
Development of Wabi Sabi Culture: Wabi Sabi and the Japanese Character Art:
Defining Aesthetics Design: Creating Expressions with Wabi Sabi Materials Spirit: The
Universal Spirit of Wabi Sabi
This fascinating history tells the story of the people of Japan, from ancient teenage
priest-queens to teeming hordes of salarymen, a nation that once sought to conquer
China, yet also shut itself away for two centuries in self-imposed seclusion. First
revealed to Westerners in the chronicles of Marco Polo, Japan was a legendary
faraway land defended by a fearsome Kamikaze storm and ruled by a divine sovereign.
It was the terminus of the Silk Road, the furthest end of the known world, a fertile
source of inspiration for European artists, and an enduring symbol of the mysterious
East. In recent times, it has become a powerhouse of global industry, a nexus of
popular culture, and a harbinger of post-industrial decline. With intelligence and wit,
author Jonathan Clements blends documentary and storytelling styles to connect the
past, present and future of Japan, and in broad yet detailed strokes reveals a country of
paradoxes: a modern nation steeped in ancient traditions; a democracy with an
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emperor as head of state; a famously safe society built on 108 volcanoes resting on the
world's most active earthquake zone; a fast-paced urban and technologically advanced
country whose land consists predominantly of mountains and forests. Among the
chapters in this Japanese history book are: The Way of the Gods: Prehistoric and
Mythical Japan A Game of Thrones: Minamoto vs. Taira Time Warp: 200 Years of
Isolation The Stench of Butter: Restoration and Modernization The New Breed: The
Japanese Miracle
The Chinese: understanding a people and their culture through key words and
language. The Chinese Mind pinpoints areas of China's traditional values and
behaviors that play a significant role in the business and social relationships of the
Chinese. It also identifies key areas of Chinese culture that have changed as a result of
the adoption of a market-based economy and other elements of Western culture. It
includes discussion topics and questions, along with an extensive selection of Chinese
"code words" that explain the essence and role of key elements of the traditional culture
that have survived into modern times. Covering everything from the importance of
Confucius, the great Chinese philosopher, to the influence of foreign fast food and
video games, this book provides a wide-ranging glimpse into the seemingly opaque
Chinese mind. The Chinese Mind is an excellent overview of Chinese tradition, history,
and culture that is perfect for the classroom, tourists or outsiders living or doing
business in China. Some of the vital concepts explored here include: Yin and Yang, the
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search for balance in all things Mianji, the importance of face Hong, looking at things
holistically De, the power of virtue Guo cui, the national essence of the Chinese Zhong
fu, the pursuit of insight Bi, unity the Chinese way
In The Japanese Mind, Roger Davies offers Westerners an invaluable key to the unique
aspects of Japanese culture. Readers of this book will gain a clear understanding of
what makes the Japanese, and their society, tick. Among the topics explored: aimai
(ambiguity), amae (dependence upon others' benevolence), amakudari (the nation's
descent from heaven), chinmoku (silence in communication), gambari (perseverance),
giri (social obligation), haragei (literally, "belly art"; implicit, unspoken communication),
kenkyo (the appearance of modesty), sempai-kohai (seniority), wabi-sabi (simplicity and
elegance), and zoto (gift giving), as well as discussions of child-rearing, personal
space, and the roles of women in Japanese society. It includes discussion topics and
questions after each chapter. All in all, this book is an easy-to-use introduction to the
distinguishing characteristics of Japanese society; an invaluable resource for
anyone—business people, travelers, or students—perfect for course adoption, but also
for anyone interested in Japanese culture. Next in this series: Now available separately,
Japanese Culture: The Religious and Philosophical Foundations is a fascinating
journey through Japan's rich cultural history.
Understanding a people and their culture through code words and language. Today,
South Korea is an economic, technological and entertainment superpower. How, as a
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country, did they rebound from war, poverty and political unrest? And how can that
success be replicated in other cultures? The answers can, in fact, be found by
understanding Korean customs, values and beliefs. Author Boye Lafayette De Mente
identifies the unique qualities that comprise the Korean identity and articulates their
modern expressions of Korean culture and history in this book. Organized
alphabetically by topic, De Mente explains the critical cultural code words that make
Korea the country it is today. Anyone interested in Korean etiquette, whether for travel
or work, will discover that their meanings extend far beyond superficial English
translations to deeper interpretations. Cultural code words include: Aboji, Ah-boh-jee —
The "Father Culture" Anae, Ah-negh — Wives: The Inside People Han Yak, Hahn Yahk
— The Herbal Way to Health Innae, Een-nay — A Culture of Enduring Katun Sosuy Pap,
Kaht-unn Soh-suut Pahp — Eating from the Same Rice Bowl And over 200 more… This
in-depth discussion covers the concepts and principles that are integral to the Korean
way of life and provides all the Korean history and insight necessary for those readers
eager to learn the secrets of this resilient and burgeoning, yet little-understood nation.
This is the first book to explain in detail why the Japanese think and behave as they do.
In Japan: A Guide to Traditions, Customs and Etiquette veteran Japanologist Boye
Lafayette De Mente unlocks the mysteries of Kata — the cultural forms that shape and
define Japanese etiquette, character and world view. These forms are responsible for
creating the unique traits and talents which distinguish the Japanese people. Kata
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governs virtually all interactions in Japan and remains the key to understanding
Japanese customs, business etiquette and daily communication. In seventy short, clear
essays ranging from "The Art of Bowing" and "Importance of the Apology" to "The
Compulsion for Quality" and "Exchanging Name Cards," De Mente unravels the
complexities of Japanese culture by exploring the origin, nature, use and influence of
Kata in Japanese life. By virtually delving into Japanese history and the collective
Japanese psyche, readers will experience the modern expressions of this ancient
culture and specific way of thinking.
Multiple Translation Communities in Contemporary Japan offers a collection of essays
that (1) deepens the understanding of the cultural and linguistic diversity of
communities in contemporary Japan and how translation operates in this shifting
context and circulates globally by looking at some of the ways it is theorized and
approached as a significant social, cultural, or political practice, and harnessed by its
multiple agents; (2) draws attention to the multi-platform translations of cultural
productions such as manga, which are both particular to and popular in Japan but also
culturally influential and widely circulated transnationally; (3) poses questions about the
range of roles translation has in the construction, performance, and control of gender
roles in Japan, and (4) enriches Translation Studies by offering essays that
problematize critical notions related to translation. In short, the essays in this book
highlight the diversity and ubiquity of translation in Japan as well as the range of
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methods being used to understand how it is being theorized, positioned, and practiced.
Learning to Bow has been heralded as one of the funniest, liveliest, and most insightful
books ever written about the clash of cultures between America and Japan. With
warmth and candor, Bruce Feiler recounts the year he spent as a teacher in a small
rural town. Beginning with a ritual outdoor bath and culminating in an all-night trek to
the top of Mt. Fuji, Feiler teaches his students about American culture, while they teach
him everything from how to properly address an envelope to how to date a Japanese
girl.
"An outstanding document depicting with depth of feeling and intellectual brilliance the
very soul of China." --Journal of Asian Studies
Japanese Culture: The Religious and Philosophical Foundations takes readers on a
thoroughly researched and extremely readable journey through Japan's cultural history.
This much-anticipated sequel to Roger Davies's best-selling The Japanese Mind
provides a comprehensive overview of the religion and philosophy of Japan. This
cultural history of Japan explains the diverse cultural traditions that underlie modern
Japan and offers readers deep insights into Japanese manners and etiquette. Davies
begins with an investigation of the origins of the Japanese, followed by an analysis of
the most important approaches used by scholars to describe the essential elements of
Japanese culture. From there, each chapter focuses on one of the formative elements:
Shintoism, Buddhism, Taoism, Zen, Confucianism, and Western influences in the
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modern era. Each chapter is concluded with extensive endnotes along with thoughtprovoking discussion activities, making this volume ideal for individual readers and for
classroom instruction. Anyone interested in pursuing a deeper understanding of this
complex and fascinating nation will find Davies's work an invaluable resource.
This book presents an ethnographic investigation of intimate and reproductive
behaviour in current Japanese society, grounded in the viewpoints of a group of
Japanese mothers. It adopts a new approach in studying the decreasing fertility rates
which are contributing to the ageing population in modern Japan. Based on the
accounts of 57 married Japanese women, it employs symbolic interactionism as a
framework to examine the various factors affecting decision-making on childbirth. The
influence of Assisted Reproductive Technologies (ARTs), abortion and contraception in
the daily interactions and experiences of the mothers are analysed to offer a new
perspective on the Japanese demographic conundrum. With strong contextual
information as the foundation, the book contributes fresh insight into how Japanese
women perceive the idea of childbirth in a modernized society, and also assists our
understanding of the factors causing Japan’s ageing population. Further, it places the
mothers’ experiences within current global debates to highlight the salience of the
Japanese case. As the first book to provide an in-depth examination of the social
process underpinning the decision to become a mother in Japan, it will appeal to
students and scholars of Japanese culture and society, Gender Studies, and Sociology.
Page 25/26

Read Book The Japanese Mind Understanding Contemporary Culture Roger
J Davies
In The Japanese Mind, Roger Davies offers Westerners an invaluable key to the unique
aspects of Japanese culture. Readers of this book will gain a clear understanding of
what really makes the Japanese, and their society, tick. Among the topics explored:
aimai (ambiguity), amae (dependence upon others' benevolence), amakudari (the
nation's descent from heaven), chinmoku (silence in communication), gambari
(perseverence), giri (social obligation), haragei (literally, "belly art"; implicit, unspoken
communication), kenkyo (the appearance of modesty), sempai-kohai (seniority), wabisabi (simplicity and elegance), and zoto (gift giving), as well as discussions of childrearing, personal space, and the roles of women in Japanese society. Includes
discussion topics and questions after each chapter. All in all, this book is an easy-touse introduction to the distinguishing characteristics of Japanese society; an invaluable
resource for anyone - business people, travelers, or students - perfect for course
adoption, but also for anyone interested in Japanese culture. -- Description from
http://www.barnesandnoble.com (May 27, 2015).
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