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This volume is a collection of articles written by more than 40 scholars who work in the field of Arabic dialectology. All
articles are revised versions of papers presented at the 9th Conference of the Association Internationale de Dialectologie
Arabe (AIDA) held in Pescara in March 2011. The variety of dialects represented in the book engage various issues in
Arabic dialectology - such as sedentary and Bedouin dialects, sociolinguistic phenomena, and the written dimension investigated from both synchronic and diachronic perspectives. The broad range of meaningful subjects that are tackled
in the book offer an important contribution to the current debates on general linguistics and sociolinguistics, Arabic
linguistics, Arabic literature, as well as Semitic and Islamic studies. (Series: Neue Beihefte zur Wiener Zeitschrift fur die
Kunde des Morgenlandes - Vol. 8)
The aim of Dialect, Culture and Society in Eastern Arabia is to give a detailed description of the Arabic dialects and
culture of the island state of Bahrain of the pre-oil era. The present Volume III: Phonology, Morphology, Syntax, Style, is
based on an extensive archive of recorded material, gathered for its ethnographic as well as its purely linguistic interest.
The revised and updated edition of Modern Arabic takes this authoritative, concise linguistic description of the structure
and use of modern Arabic to an invaluable new level. Clive Holes traces the development of the Arabic language from
Classical Arabic, the written language used in the 7th century for the Qur'an and poetry, through the increasingly
symbiotic use of Modern Standard Arabic or MSA (the language of writing and formal speech) and dialectal Arabic (the
language of normal conversation). He shows how Arabic has been shaped over the centuries by migration, urbanization,
and education--giving us "a balanced, dispassionate, and accurate picture of the structures, functions, and varieties of
the contemporary Arabic language." Holes explains the structural characteristics--phonology, morphology, syntax,
semantics, and lexical and stylistic developments--that the majority of the dialects share, as distinguished from Modern
Standard Arabic. He also shows how native speakers use both types of Arabic for different purposes, with MSA being the
language of power and control as used on television and in political speeches, and the dialects serving as the language
of intimacy and domesticity. He further shows how MSA and spoken dialects are not as compartmentalized as one might
be led to believe. Modern Arabic illustrates the use of the Arabic language in real life, whether in conversation, news
bulletins and newspaper articles, serious literature, or song. This new edition takes into account research published in
several areas of Arabic linguistics since the first edition was published in 1995. It includes more extensive comment on
the North African Arabic vocabulary of Modern Standard Arabic, more information about "mixed" varieties of written
Arabic that are not in MSA (especially in Egypt), updated references, explanations, and many new examples. All Arabic is
transcribed, except for an appendix presenting the Arabic alphabet and script. Students of the Arabic language will find
Modern Arabic without peer--as will those general linguists who are interested in discovering how Arabic compares
structurally and sociolinguistically with European languages.
This volume presents a selection of contributions from the week-long Cyprus Syntaxfest in 2006, which brought together
research in syntax by several respected and prolific theoretical linguists from all over the world. During the six days of the
Syntaxfest, work from a variety of viewpoints in modern generative grammar was presented, and the research discussed
and debated followed diverse methodological paths, with the thematic focus on left peripheries in linguistic structures and
(their) interface interpretation. The current collection of expanded versions of selected research presented at the Cyprus
Syntaxfest reflects a wide variety of approaches to these topics; it also provides a glimpse of the rich sample of crosslinguistic data that informed the discussions of syntactic peripheries and their interface interpretation. It offers eleven
studies on clausal and nominal left-peripheral phenomena and their (role in) interpretation in a variety of typologically
unrelated languages. More significantly, the contributions collected here underscore the by now established importance
and theoretical interest of studying the edge of constituents, whether phasal or not. In every chapter, the blueprint of a
general interpretive hierarchy driving and constraining syntax is also retraced throughout.
This book is the first comprehensive account of the phonology and morphology of Arabic. It is a pioneering work of
scholarship, based on the author's research in the region. Arabic is a Semitic language spoken by some 250 million
people in an area stretching from Morocco in the West to parts of Iran in the East. Apart from its great intrinsic interest,
the importance of the language for phonological and morphological theory lies, as the author shows, in its rich root-andpattern morphology and its large set of guttural consonants. Dr Watson focuses on two eastern dialects, Cairene and
San'ani. Cairene is typical of an advanced urban Mediterranean dialect and has a cultural importance throughout the
Arab world; it is also the variety learned by most foreign speakers of Arabic. San'ani, spoken in Yemen, is representative
of a conservative peninsula dialect. In addition the book makes extensive reference to other dialects as well as to
classical and Modern Standard Arabic. The volume opens with an overview of the history and varieties of Arabic, and of
the study of phonology within the Arab linguistic tradition. Successive chapters then cover dialectal differences and
similarities, and the position of Arabic within Semitic; the phoneme system and the representation of phonological
features; the syllable and syllabification; word stress; derivational morphology; inflectional morphology; lexical phonology;
and post-lexical phonology. The Phonology and Morphology of Arabic will be of great interest to Arabists and
comparative Semiticists, as well as to phonologists, morphologists, and linguists more generally.
The most thorough syntactic analysis available of the language used by modern writers and journalists. Drawing on
Chomsky's model of linguistic theory, Kebbe provides an in-depth generative account of three major types of Arabic
sentences: the coordinate, the negative, and the interrogative.
Arabic is one of the world's largest languages, spoken natively by nearly 300 million people. By strength of numbers
alone Arabic is one of our most important languages, studied by scholars across many different academic fields and
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cultural settings. It is, however, a complex language rooted in its own tradition of scholarship, constituted of varieties
each imbued with unique cultural values and characteristic linguistic properties. Understanding its linguistics holistically is
therefore a challenge. The Oxford Handbook of Arabic Linguistics is a comprehensive, one-volume guide that deals with
all major research domains which have been developed within Arabic linguistics. Chapters are written by leading experts
in the field, who both present state-of-the-art overviews and develop their own critical perspectives. The Handbook
begins with Arabic in its Semitic setting and ends with the modern dialects; it ranges across the traditional - the classical
Arabic grammatical and lexicographical traditions--to the contemporary--Arabic sociolinguistics, Creole varieties and
codeswitching, psycholinguistics, and Arabic as a second language - while situating Arabic within current phonetic,
phonological, morphological, syntactic and lexicological theory. An essential reference work for anyone working within
Arabic linguistics, the book brings together different approaches and scholarly traditions, and provides analysis of current
trends and directions for future research.
The present volume presents cutting-edge research on Arabic linguistics. It features a set of papers which continue a long tradition
of seeking new explanations for familiar or previously undiscovered structural patterns. While the papers illustrate a range of
approaches, from formalist to functionalist, each paper combines rigorous analysis of a set of Arabic data within the context of
explicit models of some aspect of human language. The volume consists of three sections, the first section devoted to phonetics
and phonology, the second to syntax, and the third to language acquisition and language contact.
This book studies the micro-variation in the syntax of negation of Southern Levantine, Gulf and Standard Arabic. By including new
and recently published data that support key issues for the syntax of negation, the book challenges the standard parametric view
that negation has a fixed parametrized position in syntactic structure. It particularly argues for a multi-locus analysis with syntactic,
semantic, morphosyntactic and diachronic implications for the various structural positions. Thus accounting for numerous word
order restrictions, semantic ambiguities and pragmatic interpretations without complicating narrow syntax with special operations,
configurations or constraints.
Thematic Structure and Para-Syntax: Arabic as a Case Study presents a structural analysis of Arabic, providing an alternative to
the traditional notions of theme and rheme. Taking Arabic as a case study, this book claims that approaches to thematic structure
propounded in universalist linguistic theories, of which Hallidayan systemic functional linguistics is taken as an illustrative example,
are profoundly wrong. It argues that in order to produce an analysis of thematic structure and similar phenomena which is not
undermined by its own theoretical presuppositions, it is necessary to remove such notions from the domain of linguistic and
semiotic theory. The book initially focuses on Sudanese Arabic, because this allows for a beautifully clear exposition of general
principles, before applying these principles to Modern Standard Arabic, and some other Arabic varieties. This book will be of
interest to scholars in Arabic linguistics, linguistic theory, and information structure.
The first comparative study of the syntax of Arabic dialects, chosen for their distinction. Based upon natural language data
recorded in Morocco, Egypt, Syria and Kuwait, this study takes an analytical approach, combining insights from discourse
analysis, language typology and pragmatics.
Covering all aspects of the history of Arabic, the Arabic linguistic tradition, Arabic dialects, sociolinguistics and Arabic as a world
language, this introductory guide is perfect for students of Arabic, Arabic historical linguistics and Arabic sociolinguistics.
Concentrating on the difference between the two types of Arabic the classical standard language and the dialects Kees Versteegh
charts the history and development of the Arabic language from its earliest beginnings to modern times. Students will gain a solid
grounding in the structure of the language, its historical context and its use in various literary and non-literary genres, as well as an
understanding of the role of Arabic as a cultural, religious and political world language. New for this edition: additional chapters on
the structure of Arabic, Bilingualism and Arabic pidgins and creoles; a full explanation of the use of conventional Arabic
transcription and IPA characters; an updated bibliography and all chapters have been revised and updated in light of recent
research.
Arabic, one of the official languages of the United Nations, is spoken by more than half a billion people around the world and is of
increasing importance in today's political and economic spheres. The study of the Arabic language has a long and rich history:
earliest grammatical accounts date from the 8th century and include full syntactic, morphological, and phonological analyses of the
vernaculars and of Classical Arabic. In recent years the academic study of Arabic has become increasingly sophisticated and
broad. This state-of-the-art volume presents the most recent research in Arabic linguistics from a theoretical point of view,
including computational linguistics, syntax, semantics, and historical linguistics. It also covers sociolinguistics, applied linguistics,
and discourse analysis by looking at issues such as gender, urbanization, and language ideology. Underlying themes include the
changing and evolving attitudes of speakers of Arabic and theoretical approaches to linguistic variation in the Middle East.
This volume is a collection of up-to-date articles on Maltese on all linguistic levels, demonstrating the variety of topics Maltese has
to offer for linguists of all specializations. Two diachronic studies discuss the early contact of Maltese and Sicilian Arabic (Avram)
and the possible lexical influence of Occitan-Catalan on Maltese in the 13th-15th century (Biosca & Castellanos).Fabri & Borg
shed light on the rules that govern verb sequences in Maltese. ?éplö presents a corpus analysis of the syntactic and semantic
properties of focus constructions in Maltese. Stolz & Ahrens analyze the behavior of prepositional phrases with identical heads
under coordination. Wilmsen & Al-Sayyed study the use of muš as a negator in Maltese and beyond. Puech presents a detailed
phonological analysis of Maltese and Tunisian Arabic based on prosody, syllabic structure, and stress. Azzopardi-Alexander gives
a fine-grained analysis of phonological features in Maltese English, placing speakers on a Maltese-English continuum. Sciriha
takes a visual approach to multilingualism in Malta with her quantitative study of public and private signs. Finally, Versteegh offers
a thought-provoking perspective on the notion "mixed language" and its viability.
This text describes the basic structure of the various forms of the Arabic language, exmaining both standard modern Arabic and modern
Arabic dialect. It explains the sychronic and diachronic relationships between written and spoken dialects, discussing cross-dialect influences
and paying particular attention to developing intermediate varieties of Arabic which fall between the standard variety and plain dialect. It also
covers sociolinguistic aspects of variations in Arabic.
A Short Reference Grammar of Iraqi Arabic is the only volume of its kind, reflecting Iraqi Arabic as spoken by Muslims in Baghdad. With all
the Arabic transcribed, it is written for beginners as well as Arabic speakers wanting to learn the dialect. It covers the phonology, morphology
(word formation of nouns, verbs, pronouns, adjectives, and numerals, achieved by adding prefixes and suffixes to roots), and syntax,
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teaching the reader how to make the sounds, form words, and construct sentences.
This book explores speakers’ intentions, and the structural and pragmatic resources they employ, in spoken Arabic – which is different in
many essential respects from literary Arabic. Based on new empirical findings from across the Arabic world this book elucidates the many
ways in which context and the goals and intentions of the speaker inform and constrain linguistic structure in spoken Arabic. This is the first
book to provide an in-depth analysis of information structure in spoken Arabic, which is based on language as it is actually used, not on
normatively-given grammar. Written by leading experts in Arabic linguistics, the studies evaluate the ways in which relevant parts of a
message in spoken Arabic are encoded, highlighted or obscured. It covers a broad range of issues from across the Arabic-speaking world,
including the discourse-sensitive properties of word order variation, the use of intonation for information focussing, the differential role of
native Arabic and second languages to encode information in a codeswitching context, and the need for cultural contextualization to
understand the role of "disinformation" structure. The studies combine a strong empirical basis with methodological and theoretical issues
drawn from a number of different perspectives including pragmatic theory, language contact, instrumental prosodic analysis and
(de-)grammaticalization theory. The introductory chapter embeds the project within the deeper Arabic grammatical tradition, as elaborated by
the eleventh century grammarian Abdul Qahir al-Jurjani. This book provides an invaluable comprehensive introduction to an important, yet
understudied, component of spoken Arabic.
This volume contains a selection of reviewed and revised papers from the twenty-first Annual Symposium on Arabic Linguistics, which was
held on March 2–3, 2007, at Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah. The papers in this volume deal with a variety of topics in Arabic
linguistics with a notable number of them emphasizing pragmatic aspects. The papers here included place a high value on the presentation of
authentic data and explore different approaches in their analysis.
This volume provides important contributions to Arabic linguistics and Linguistic research in general by presenting new empirical facts and
innovative theoretical analyses. It consists of two major parts: the first contains four papers on phonology and morphology, most of which deal
with phonology/morphology interface, while the second part includes five papers on syntax. The papers featured represent some of the
current trends in Arabic Linguistics especially in the areas of Phonology and Syntax. Some of the articles are contributions to ongoing
debates on the nature and properties of specific aspects of Arabic, such as: gemination and stress assignment in Phonology, and negation in
Syntax. Other papers introduce new topics such as: analyzing intonational patterns in Arabic Phonology, investigating the source of the
morpheme /-in/ in the less studied varieties of Central Asian Arabic in Morphology, and analyzing “sluicing” in Syntax.
By analysing the folk stories and personal narratives of a cross-section of Palestinians, Sirhan offers a detailed study of how content and
sociolinguistic variables affect a narrator's language use and linguistic behaviour. This book will be of interest to anyone engaged with
narrative discourse, gender discourse, Arabic studies and linguistics.
A Linguistic History of Arabic presents a reconstruction of proto-Arabic by the methods of historical-comparative linguistics. It challenges the
traditional conceptualization of an old, Classical language evolving into the contemporary Neo-Arabic dialects. Professor Owens combines
established comparative linguistic methodology with a careful reading of the classical Arabic sources, such as the grammatical and exegetical
traditions. He arrives at a richer and more complexpicture of early Arabic language history than is current today and in doing so establishes
the basis for a comprehensive, linguistically-based understanding of the history of Arabic. The arguments are set out in a concise, case by
case basis, making it accessible to students and scholars of Arabic and Islamicculture, as well as to those studying Arabic and historical
linguists.

Concise Encyclopedia of Languages of the World is an authoritative single-volume reference resource comprehensively
describing the major languages and language families of the world. It will provide full descriptions of the phonology,
semantics, morphology, and syntax of the world’s major languages, giving insights into their structure, history and
development, sounds, meaning, structure, and language family, thereby both highlighting their diversity for comparative
study, and contextualizing them according to their genetic relationships and regional distribution. Based on the highly
acclaimed and award-winning Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics, this volume will provide an edited collection of
almost 400 articles throughout which a representative subset of the world's major languages are unfolded and explained
in up-to-date terminology and authoritative interpretation, by the leading scholars in linguistics. In highlighting the diversity
of the world’s languages — from the thriving to the endangered and extinct — this work will be the first point of call to any
language expert interested in this huge area. No other single volume will match the extent of language coverage or the
authority of the contributors of Concise Encyclopedia of Languages of the World. * Extraordinary breadth of coverage: a
comprehensive selection of just under 400 articles covering the world's major languages, language families, and
classification structures, issues and disputes * Peerless quality: based on 20 years of academic development on two
editions of the leading reference resource in linguistics, Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics * Unique authorship:
350 of the world's leading experts brought together for one purpose * Exceptional editorial selection, review and
validation process: Keith Brown and Sarah Ogilvie act as first-tier guarantors for article quality and coverage * Compact
and affordable: one-volume format makes this suitable for personal study at any institution interested in areal, descriptive,
or comparative language study - and at a fraction of the cost of the full encyclopedia
An in-depth investigation of a kind of spoken Arabic where speakers combine features from standard Arabic and the
vernacular, producing 'mixed styles' - which show certain patterns of distribution, but also variable usage across
speakers. The framework represents a comparative sociolinguistic perspective.
Emirati Arabic: A Comprehensive Grammar offers readers a reference tool for discovering and studying in detail the
specific dialect of Arabic spoken in the United Arab Emirates. It covers all major areas of Emirati Arabic grammar,
describing in detail its phonological, morphological, syntactic, and semantic systems. Each grammatical point is
illustrated with numerous examples drawn from native Emirati Arabic speakers and is thoroughly discussed providing
both accessible and linguistically informed grammatical description. This book is a useful reference for students of Gulf
Arabic and/or Modern Standard Arabic or other Arabic dialects with an interest in the dialect spoken in the UAE,
researchers interested in Arabic language and linguistics as well as graduate students and scholars interested in Arabic
studies.
Against the background of the past half century s typological and generative work on comparative syntax, this volume
brings together 16 papers considering what we have learned and may still be able to learn about the nature and extent of
syntactic variation. More specifically, it offers a multi-perspective critique of the Principles and Parameters approach to
syntactic variation, evaluating the merits and shortcomings of the pre-Minimalist phase of this enterprise and considering
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and illustrating the possibilities opened up by recent empirical and theoretical advances. Contributions focus on four
central topics: firstly, the question of the locus of variation, whether the attested variation may plausibly be understood in
parametric terms and, if so, what form such parameters might take; secondly, the fate of one of the most prominent early
parameters, the Null Subject Parameter; thirdly, the matter of parametric clusters more generally; and finally, acquisition
issues.
This tripartite volume with 18 contributions in English and French is dedicated to Tunisian and Libyan Arabic dialects
which form part of the socalled Maghrebi or Western group of dialects. There are ten contributions that investigate
aspects of Tunisian dialects, five contributions on Libyan dialects, and three comparative articles that go beyond the
geographical and linguistic borders of Tunisia and Libya. The focus of "Tunisian and Libyan Arabic Dialects" is on
linguistic aspects but a wider range of topics is also addressed, in particular questions regarding digital corpora and
digital humanities. These foci and other subjects investigated, such as the syntactic studies and the presentation of
recently gathered linguistic data, bear reference to the subtitle "Common Trends – Recent Developments – Diachronic
Aspects".
Recent research on the syntax of Arabic has produced valuable literature on the major syntactic phenomena found in the
language. This guide to Arabic syntax provides an overview of the major syntactic constructions in Arabic that have
featured in recent linguistic debates, and discusses the analyses provided for them in the literature. A broad variety of
topics are covered, including argument structure, negation, tense, agreement phenomena, and resumption. The
discussion of each topic sums up the key research results and provides new points of departure for further research. The
book also contrasts Standard Arabic with other Arabic varieties spoken in the Arab world. An engaging guide to Arabic
syntax, this book will be invaluable to graduate students interested in Arabic grammar, as well as syntactic theorists and
typologists.
A guide to Arabic syntax covering a broad variety of topics including argument structure, negation, tense, agreement
phenomena, and resumption. The discussion of each topic sums up the key research results and provides new points of
departure for further research.
The present volume provides an overview of current trends in the study of language contact involving Arabic. By drawing on the social factors
that have converged to create different contact situations, it explores both contact-induced change in Arabic and language change through
contact with Arabic. The volume brings together leading scholars who address a variety of topics related to contact-induced change, the
emergence of contact languages, codeswitching, as well as language ideologies in contact situations. It offers insights from different
theoretical approaches in connection with research fields such as descriptive and historical linguistics, sociolinguistics, ethnolinguistics, and
language acquisition. It provides the general linguistic public with an updated, cutting edge overview and appreciation of themes and
problems in Arabic linguistics and sociolinguists alike.
The Routledge Handbook of Arabic Sociolinguistics comprises 22 chapters encompassing various aspects in the study of Arabic dialects
within their sociolinguistic context. This is a novel volume, which not only includes the traditional topics in variationist sociolinguistics, but also
links the sociolinguistic enterprise to the history of Arabic and to applications of sociolinguistics beyond the theoretical treatment of variation.
Newly formed trends, with an eye to future research, form the backbone of this volume. With contributions from an international pool of
researchers, this volume will be of interest to scholars and students of Arabic sociolinguistics, as well as to linguists interested in a concise,
rounded view of the field.
The empirical findings of this study establish that prepositions remain central to Arabic language users. It shows that they utilize them for
construction of phrases, linked clauses, and organization of discourse, among other notable functions.
A Short Reference Grammar of Moroccan Arabic with Audio CD is a practical reference grammar for the student who has had introductory
Moroccan Arabic. The accompanying CD is keyed to the text, demonstrating the pronunciation of the Arabic transcribed in the book. It
teaches the phonology, morphology, and syntax of the dialect spoken by the educated urban speakers of the northwestern part of Morocco,
especially Fez, Rabat, and Casablanca.
The aim of this enterprise is to assemble together in one volume works on various syntactic aspects of Arabic and Hebrew, in the hope that it
will spur further comparative work within the Semitic family at the level of richness achieved in other language families such as Germanic and
Romance. Although a substantial amount of work on the syntax of Arabic and Hebrew already exists in various forms, volumes of the type we
have attempted are still practically non-existent. Moreover, apart from some notable exceptions, existing studies rarely take a systematic
within-family comparative stance towards the phenomena they discuss, although cross-references between studies on Arabic and Hebrew
are not uncommon. Obviously, we would ideally have preferred the volume to include papers on numerous other Semitic languages, including
the languages of the Ethio Semitic branch as well as numerous spoken varieties of Arabic that have yet to be explored. Unfortunately, this
was not possible due to circumstances beyond our control. We very much hope that the existence of this volume will make more inclusive
volumes on the syntax of the Semitic languages only a matter of time.
This book provides system developers and researchers in natural language processing and computational linguistics with the necessary
background information for working with the Arabic language. The goal is to introduce Arabic linguistic phenomena and review the state-ofthe-art in Arabic processing. The book discusses Arabic script, phonology, orthography, morphology, syntax and semantics, with a final
chapter on machine translation issues. The chapter sizes correspond more or less to what is linguistically distinctive about Arabic, with
morphology getting the lion's share, followed by Arabic script. No previous knowledge of Arabic is needed. This book is designed for
computer scientists and linguists alike. The focus of the book is on Modern Standard Arabic; however, notes on practical issues related to
Arabic dialects and languages written in the Arabic script are presented in different chapters. Table of Contents: What is "Arabic"? / Arabic
Script / Arabic Phonology and Orthography / Arabic Morphology / Computational Morphology Tasks / Arabic Syntax / A Note on Arabic
Semantics / A Note on Arabic and Machine Translation
This volume includes nine papers selected from the Fifteenth Annual Symposium on Arabic Linguistics. Four of the papers deal with the area
of corpus linguistics (new for this series), including papers from both a computational and a variationist point of view. The other papers deal
with Syntax, and with various aspects of Arabic Sociolinguistics.
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